
and regulations promulgated by the central state, local officials are
left with little legal recourse and mostly administrative means such as
license suspension and fines to ensure pension funds collection and
to sanction delinquent employer contributors. Diamant concludes
this section by documenting the difficulty veterans have had estab-
lishing livelihoods in the city following their discharges in the 1950s
and 1960s. It vividly depicts an irreconcilable situation that baffles
veterans: they are touted by the state as national heroes, but treated/
mistreated by urban employers as inferior and undesirable workers.

The second section of the book explores legal institutions in
China, starting with Mertha’s study of China’s anticounterfeiting
enforcement regime. It documents the differences and growing ri-
valries between two anticounterfeiting enforcement agencies and
how foreign actors use such bureaucratic competition to their ad-
vantage. In this section, Tanner shows that despite the post-Tianan-
men legislature’s manipulation to outlaw mass protests, social unrest
is rising, causing police to critically rethink their role in tackling
social unrest. Tanner suggests that the police feel they should be
more proactive by clearing clogged institutional channels for dis-
gruntled protesters. Fu provides an in-depth analysis of one labor
re-education camp (Laojiao). Laojiao institutions have become more
economic units than correction facilities, reflecting the dwindling
government budget to support penal systems in recent years. In-
triguingly, Fu’s analyses show that despite the overemphasis on ec-
onomic purpose in Chinese Laojiao institutions, guards have been
nurturing inmates to make them more productive workers.

Engaging the Law in China is conspicuously eclectic, appealing to
diverse audiences. Authors from various fields (political science, so-
ciology, and law) use diverse methodologies (participant-observation,
in-depth interviews, and archival studies) to pursue their topics. The
extensive use of anecdotal materials and the minimal use of jargon
make the book highly readable, even for the general public. It is
particularly informative for students and scholars interested in the
complex interaction between law and society, and how such inter-
action unfolds in a society distinct from Western legal institutions.

* * *

The Modern Art of Dying: A History of Euthanasia in the United
States. By Shai J. Lavi. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2005. Pp. 240. $29.95 cloth.

Reviewed by Alfonso Morales, University of Wisconsin, Madison

As Lavi writes at the beginning of the last chapter of his book,

Our study of euthanasia in America began with colonial times,
when the word still signified a pious death blessed by the grace of
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God. It continued with the medicalization of death in the nine-
teenth century, which was soon followed by attempts to legalize
the hastening of death. The struggle to legalize euthanasia took a
radical turn with the founding of the Euthanasia Society of
America, when proposals to hasten death were applied to hand-
icapped and mentally retarded patients. The final section of this
study compared the legalization of euthanasia with two alterna-
tive means of actively hastening death: the sublegal act of legal
dosing and the supralegal act of mercy killing (p. 163).

In his study, awarded the ASA Sociology of Law section book prize,
Lavi explains how dying has moved from ‘‘art’’ to ‘‘technique,’’
from an experience overseen by a minister and family to one of
‘‘technique’’ overseen by doctors and constructed by law. This
study charts how medicalization, expertise, and regulation cohere,
elevating ‘‘pain’’ to a social problem and developing strategies to
foreshorten lifeFor, intervening to allow death to occur. Lavi’s
work represents the best of sociolegal scholarship: it is impressive
for its clear conceptualization, its marshalling of an impressive
array of historical and cultural evidence, and its lucid, clear, and
elegant writing.

Lavi convincingly argues that how we die reveals a great deal
about how we live. He maps the changing meaning of euthanasia,
but rather than asking the expectedFhow did law and medical
technique change the way we die?FLavi asks, instead, why have
law and medical technique come to play important and distinct
roles in the way we die? The answer is delivered in three parts.

Chapter 1 considers the Colonial way of dying in America, fo-
cusing on the Methodists. For the Methodists, ‘‘dying was a work of
art’’ (p. 39). Death was, in a sense, a part of life where the ‘‘death-
bed became a microcosm of Methodist life’’ (p. 39). Methodists
were not concerned with the pain of dying, but rather with a
‘‘death in which pain was overcome’’ (p. 39). Gradually, doctors
intervened and, with this, a role conflict emerged between minister
and doctorFallowing, as subsequent chapters argueFthe emer-
gence of ‘‘technique’’ over ‘‘art’’ at the deathbed scene.

Chapter 2 considers the emergence of the medical profession
and the ways it balanced the contending images/demands of hope
and life with pain and suffering. In this constellation, the doctor’s
role emphasized hope that the moment of death would not involve
pain. Two streams of medical technique and thought reinforced
each other: ‘‘the scientific assertion that dying could not be painful
and the technological call that it should not be painful’’ (pp.73–4;
emphasis in original).

Chapters 3 and 4 argue that sociolegal processes promoted
‘‘technique’’ to a central place. That is, ‘‘[t]he new constellation of
science and law set the ground for the state to regulate the process
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of dying as one among many aspects of public health’’ (p. 76). Two
processes were woven together: first, dying became a medical
problem and euthanasia its solution; second, administrative law
produced a ‘‘medicolegal regime’’; thus the state became the reg-
ulator of public health. This process captured the transition of
dying from an art to a technique (p.77).

Chapter 5 deploys the concepts to explain the problem case of
‘‘legal dosing,’’ a technique proposed in 1936 by a British doctor,
Lord Dawson, who argued that terminally ill patients should re-
ceive sufficient medication to alleviate pain. In the United States,
legal dosing became the taken-for-granted way for doctors, and
others, to allow death at the end of life. When challenged, the
Supreme Court wrote that ‘‘There is no dispute that dying patients
. . . can obtain palliative care, even when doing so would hasten
their death’’ (p. 127). The growth of lethal dosing and the hospice
movement signaled a broad acceptance of dying as ‘‘technique.’’
Given all the contestation around other forms of euthanasia,
including the aftermath of the Nazi period, the degree to which
‘‘legal dosing’’ became part of the venue of the deathbed was truly
remarkable; thus legal dosing demonstrates, for Lavi, the suprem-
acy of ‘‘technique’’ over ‘‘art.’’

In his epilogue, Lavi argues that the ‘‘autonomous’’ patient
who ‘‘controls’’ his or her death is in fact bounded and constructed
by the medical context. Thus the individual’s autonomy is subor-
dinated to that contextFand the law plays a role in that subor-
dination. What his scholarship does is make the circumstances,
participants, historical trajectory, and resulting conditions visible.
Along with the other members of the prize committee, I urge you
to read the bookFyou will not be disappointed. As a model of
concerned and rigorous scholarship, Lavi’s book is exemplary.

* * *

Locked Out: Felon Disenfranchisement and American Democracy. By
Jeff Manza and Christopher Uggen. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2006. Pp. 384. $29.95 cloth.

Reviewed by Judith Randle, University of California, Berkeley

Add mass disenfranchisement of felons to the list of penal out-
comes that distinguishes contemporary U.S. penality from other
developed nations. Within this context of American penal severity,
and especially the growing literature on ‘‘collateral’’ or ‘‘invisible’’
consequences of contemporary penal policy, Locked Out: Felon
Disenfranchisement and American Democracy examines the practice
of excluding persons from the polls on the basis of a felony
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