
146 BLACKFRIARY 

of formation a widely accepted false philosophy of mysticism, the 
most dangerous of .all kinds of false philosophy. 

Mr Warner Allen’s first defect is one about which i t  may seem both 
presumptuous and unkind to speak: bu t  it does seem that he i s  
rather incautious in his estimation oi his ‘timeless moment’. It seems 
hardly likely irom his description that the experience which he was 
privileged to enjoy during a performance o i  Beethoven’s Seventh 
Sympnony was what Plotinus speaks of as union with the One, and 
Plotinus’s union with the One, though no doubt a true mystical 
experience, does not seem to be at all the same thing as what Catholic 
mystics mean by the Translorming Union. There is a very long road 
between. besiues the innumerable counterieits o i  mystical states, 
often due to physical causes, which are not a t  all easy to distinguish 
from the real thing, there are a great range and variety of states and 
experiences which are genuine ’timeless moments’, stops of the 
ordinary movement of the soul, touches which are outside the bounds 
of thought and not expressible in language. Most of them are not 
mystical in the proper sense at all and are very far indeed from the 
final Union with God. Failure to distinguish between the nature and 
effects of these states and moments, all in their way genuine and 
valuable, and to assign them to their proper place in the spiritual life 
according to the tribditional wisdom ot the Church, can lead to very 
s.rious confusion. 

But our deepest disagreement with Mr Warner Allen must be over 
the two most essential parts of his interpretation of his moment. 
He  holds that the mystical union is not properly speaking a union 
at  all but a consciousness of our pre-existing identity with the Absolute 
Self: we are not raised to union with God, we are God and become 
for .a moment conscious of it. ‘I’here is no need to spend more words 
on the deadliness of this error. It may be aa well however to mention 
that the present reviewer has elsewhere given reasons ior supposing 
that this is not the normal thought of Plotinus about union with the 
One, as Mr Warner Allen thinks, and it is doubtful whether any 
passage in the Enneads, interpreted in the whole context of Plotinus’s 
thougnt, necessarily bears this meaning. 

The second point on which we must utterly disagree with the 
author is his contention that hhe cosmos, the world of experience, is 
the ‘incarnation’, the necessary and everlasting expression of the 
Absolute. The two together make his philosophy oi mysticism one 

POLITICS AND MORALS. By Benedetto Croce, translated by S. J. 

The book is a collection of distant,ly related political studies based 
on the philosophic Liberalism of the author. Signor Croce i s  eighty 
years of age, but he preaches with unremitting vigour his doctrines 
of the utilitarian nature of polit.ics (and non-moral character of the 
State), a spiritual unity that can be understood only in terms of 

absolutely opposed to Christianity. A. H. ARMSTRON5 

Castiglione. (Allen and Unwin; 8.8. 6d.) 
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succession, a process whereby 'what is useful is continually being 
transiormed into what is ethical'. The book is perhaps more o i  a post- 
script to, than an epitome oi, Croce's philosophy and criticism, b u t  
a postscript containing nothing with which we are uot very iamlliar. 
Signor Groce stlll believes intensely in his Liberalism. In elucidating 
the problem oi liberty and the relations of individual morality to the 
State, he does not, however, get much beyond biddlng us  to find out 
how to act 'in a manner suitable to reahty, which is neither radical 
nor socialist, nor conservative, nor liberal'. 

Wnue snowing soine appreciation oi the vital importance of Catholi- 
cism in a woria and an itaiy ail but disintegrated by the disease of 
war, bignor tiroce is still capable ot wriring oi  the church as 'com- 
pletely unproductive in the neld oi thought and culture, though she 
partiaIly SUCGeedS in concealing her ariaity in these helds by borrow- 
ulg metnods, idea8 and results from lay tnought'. (what the precise 
lstlnction between *lay' and 'clerical thougnt is, we are, inciden- 
tally, not told.) he re  and there the translator ha8 given us some very 
dimc ult readmg . 
WHATSOEVER HE SUAU SAY: the first Theophila Correspondence. By 

Ferdinand Vaientine, O.P.  (Ulackkiars Publications, Oxjord; 

This attractive book may be described as the first instalment of a 
correspondence-course in the spiritual life. It is cast in the iorm of 
letters passing between an imaginary 'I'heophila-a girl in her later 
'teens-and the author. 'lheophlia, a devout Catholic, is dissatisfied 
with her religious practice, ieels that her religion is a mercenary and 
seli-cent,red tuing, and calls upon F r  Valentine to impose a divine 
order upon her uevotioiial chaos. Her letters are charmingly con- 
ceived, impulsive,. very ieminine and not a little inconsequent. hesist- 
ing their inconsequence-which is more superficial than real-J?r 
Valentine contrives to impart a considerable amount of solid instruc- 
tion in the iundamentals oi  religion. He  is concerned, first of .all, to 
give 'I'heophila a proper conception of God, both in his transcendent 
Majesty and in his loving Immanence. Having thus established 'lheo- 
phila in a sound religious attitude, he passes naturally to the vital 
topic of prayer, about which he has much to say that 1s of the first 
importance. These, in fact, are the two major topics of his book: 
God and prayer. 

We have nothing but commendation for the teaching of this book, 
and we welcome the mode of its presentation. 'lhe average reader, 
disinclined to take up and peruse a formal treatise on the spiritual 
life, will-we believe-be attracted by the informal approach of this 
book, and reading it with ease and interest should profit greatly by 
its admirable instruction. 

J. 3. T. PRINCE. 

5s.) 

JUSTIN MCCANN, O.S.B. 
A CATHOLIC HISTORY O F  LVESTOS-IN-ARDEN (1849-1929). By &!V. 

J. B. Hickson. (Walker; n.p.) 
This little book, written by a former parish priest of Weston-in- 

Arden, holds matter of interest for English Dominicans, seeing that 
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