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Dear Abbe

Dear Abbe,
Our company’s HR group has hired a “Wisdom 

Consultant” to come in and work with our managers. Do 
they have some way of imparting whatever wisdom they 
believe they have to our leadership? Are you familiar with 
this kind of consultation work? What should we expect 
from our managers after this consultation?

Concerned in Clearwater 

Dear Concerned,
Ach! Weisheit … Unsinn … sometimes it all comes 

from the same place. Wisdom consultants, gurus, sages, 
and advisors have been around for millennia. Wisdom 
is a rare commodity obtained through experience and 
discernment. Unfortunately experience and discernment 
have also been rare commodities. So, I can understand your 
concern. A friend of mine who knew the second wife of 
a purported cousin of Shakespeare is fond of quoting the 
well-known adage, “The fool doth think he is wise, but the 
wise man knows he is a fool.” I am familiar with “wisdom 
consultation” work, though back in the day we called it 
“knocking some sense” into them. As to what your managers 
should expect, well what else? Large invoices and “I’m sorry, 
if you didn’t understand the wisdom I imparted, and you 
failed to properly implement. I cannot be held responsible.” 
Follow-up Wisdom incurs additional fees. I’ve always just 
followed my hometown saying, “The wise man satisfies 
different thirsts at different fountains.”

Need to import Herr Abbe at high fees to tell people 
what you’ve been telling them for free for the last several 
years? Contact his personal Time Management Consultant 
at johnshields59@gmail.com.

Volume 28       Number 5       2020 September

www.microscopy-today.com

Free Subscriptions

Individuals may request a personal copy at:

www.microscopy.org/publications/microscopy_today.cfm

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1551929521000572  Published online by Cam
bridge U

niversity Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1551929521000572


Royal Microscopical Society
37/38 St Clements
Oxford, OX4 1AJ
www.rms.org.uk 
Registered Charity: 241990

Event Management by

Microscience Microscopy Congress
incorporating EMAG 2021

5 - 9 July 2021

Europe’s Leading Microscopy  
& Imaging Event

Find out more at  
www.mmc-series.org.uk 

The international event combines six parallel streams of conference sessions with 
a free-to-attend exhibition, plus virtual meetings and workshops covering 
all the latest topics. It serves as a golden opportunity for companies – both large 
and small – to showcase a quantity and quality of equipment that never fails to 
impress. It also provides the perfect stage for delegates to showcase their work, 
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