
RESEARCH ARTICLE

Validation of a food-frequency questionnaire for assessing vitamin intake of
Japanese women in early and late pregnancy with and without nausea
and vomiting

Seung Chik Jwa1,2, Kohei Ogawa1,2, Minatsu Kobayashi3, Naho Morisaki1, Haruhiko Sago2 and
Takeo Fujiwara1,4*
1Department of Social Medicine, National Research Institute for Child Health and Development, National Center for Child Health and Development,
2-10-1 Okura, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 157-8535, Japan
2Center of Maternal–Fetal, Neonatal and Reproductive Medicine, National Center for Child Health and Development, 2-10-1 Okura, Setagaya-ku,
Tokyo 157-8535, Japan
3Department of Food Science, Otsuma Women’s University, 12 Sanban-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8357, Japan
4Department of Global Health Promotion, Tokyo Medical and Dental University, 1-5-45, Yushima, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8519, Japan

(Received 13 January 2016 – Accepted 21 March 2016)

Journal of Nutritional Science (2016), vol. 5, e27, page 1 of 9 doi:10.1017/jns.2016.14

Abstract
Maternal vitamin intake during pregnancy is crucial for pregnancy outcomes and the child’s subsequent health. However, there are few valid instruments for
assessing vitamin intake that address the effects of nausea and vomiting during pregnancy (NVP). This study aimed to investigate the validity of a FFQ
concerning vitamin intake during early and late pregnancy with and without NVP. The participants comprised 200 Japanese pregnant women who com-
pleted the FFQ and from whom blood samples were taken in early and late pregnancy. Energy-adjusted dietary vitamin intakes (vitamin C, folate, vitamin
B6, vitamin B12, vitamin A, vitamin E and vitamin D) from FFQ were compared with their blood concentrations. A subgroup of women with NVP was
investigated. In early pregnancy, significant correlations between FFQ and biomarkers were observed for vitamin C (r 0·27), folate (r 0·18) and vitamin D (r
0·26) in women with NVP and for vitamin A (r 0·18), vitamin B12 (r 0·24) and vitamin D (r 0·23) in women without NVP. No significant correlations were
observed in either group for vitamins B6 or E. In late pregnancy, similar significant associations were observed for vitamin C (r 0·27), folate (r 0·22), vitamin
B6 (r 0·18), vitamin B12 (r 0·27) and vitamin A (r 0·15); coefficients were higher among women without NVP. Our study demonstrates that the FFQ is a
useful tool for assessing intake of several important vitamins in early and late pregnancy regardless of NVP status.
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A balanced vitamin intake during pregnancy is crucial not only
for maternal and fetal health, but also for the subsequent
health of the child(1,2). Maternal folic acid supplements from
before conception through early pregnancy reportedly decrease
the risk of fetal neural tube defects(3), whereas excess vitamin
A intake is associated with increased risk of central neural

crest defects(4). Low maternal plasma concentrations of
25-hydroxyvitamin D (25(OH)D) during pregnancy are asso-
ciated with pre-eclampsia(5), gestational diabetes mellitus(6)

and Caesarean section in mothers, and various other compli-
cations for the child, such as preterm delivery(7–9), allergic
diseases and depression(10–12). Maternal nutrition during

Abbreviations: 25(OH)D, 25-hydroxyvitamin D; FFQ1, first FFQ between 5 and 15 weeks of gestation; FFQ2, second FFQ between 22 and 35 weeks of gestation; NCCHD
National Center for Child Health and Development; NVP, nausea and vomiting during pregnancy; NVP (+), participants who reported their dietary intake was reduced by
NVP; NVP (–), participants whose food consumption had not decreased.
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pregnancy is an increasingly important topic, prompting a
demand for the development of valid instruments for asses-
sing maternal consumption of food and nutrients, including
use of supplements, during pregnancy.
Several tools are currently available for assessing nutritional

intakes, including of vitamins. While food records and 24 h
dietary recalls may provide an accurate estimate on diet, it is
not economically feasible to administer them in epidemio-
logical studies. Furthermore, although food records are usually
considered the ‘gold standard’ measurement, they require a
high degree of participant cooperation and literacy. Similarly
determination of serum biomarker concentrations, which are
also ‘gold standard’ measurements, are expensive and invasive.
A FFQ, on the other hand, is a useful low-cost instrument

for assessing habitual diet that is easy to implement in large
epidemiological studies. FFQ have been validated in various
populations(13). However, FFQ regarding dietary changes
and supplement use during pregnancy have less frequently
been validated(14).
Maternal diets change over the course of a pregnancy(15,16)

and dietary intake can be significantly altered by nausea and
vomiting during pregnancy (NVP)(17,18). No previous studies
have investigated the effects of NVP on the validity of a
FFQ during pregnancy. Although many epidemiological stud-
ies have used biomarker concentrations in mid and late preg-
nancy as indicators of maternal nutritional status(6,19–21), those
values can be affected by plasma volume increases(22,23).
Hence, other means of investigating the associations between
oral nutritional intakes and biomarkers during different gesta-
tional periods are required.
Here, we investigated the validity of a FFQ concerning vita-

min intake during early and late pregnancy among Japanese
women, including assessing the impact of NVP on dietary
intake and validity.

Materials and methods

Study design and subjects

A FFQ for Japanese women in early and late pregnancy
was investigated by comparing data derived from it with
blood biomarker concentrations. The study was conducted
at the National Center for Child Health and Development
(NCCHD, Tokyo, Japan). Between May 2011 and February
2012, participants were randomly recruited from the out-
patient department of obstetrics during their first prenatal
visit from 5 to 15 weeks of gestation. Of the 272 women
asked to participate in our study, 248 (91·2 %) eventually con-
sented to enrolment. Among those 248 women, twenty-one
(8·5 %) withdrew after initially participating and another
twenty-seven were excluded from the analysis because of
severe emesis (n 3) or unavailable FFQ (n 21) or biomarker
data (n 3) in early pregnancy. Thus, the final analysis included
200 participants, 154 of whom completed both the FFQ and a
blood test in late pregnancy. For all participants, the estimated
due date for delivery was confirmed by ultrasonography at
recruitment. Written informed consent for participation was
obtained from all participants at recruitment. The

Institutional Review Board of the NCCHD approved this
study (Institutional Review Board approval no. 461).

Assessment of nausea and vomiting during pregnancy

Information on NVP was collected by a questionnaire on
enrolment that offered the following seven options in answer
to a question about how much participants’ dietary intakes
were influenced by NVP: (1) dietary intake increased after
pregnancy; (2) dietary intake did not change and I had no
symptoms of NVP; (3) dietary intake did not change but I
felt nauseous; (4) dietary intake decreased by 10–50 % com-
pared with before conception because of NVP; (5) dietary
intake decreased by 50–80 % compared with before concep-
tion because of NVP; (6) dietary intake decreased more than
80 % compared with before conception because of NVP;
and (7) I could not eat at all because of NVP (i.e. severe
emesis). Three participants who answered with option 7
were excluded from the analysis.
These seven options were used to divide participants into two

groups by NVP status. Participants who reported that their diet-
ary intake was reduced by NVP were classified as the NVP (+)
group and those whose food consumption had not decreased
were classified as NVP (−). The validity of the question for
NVP was investigated by comparing change in body weight
(kg) from before pregnancy to at the time of administration
of the FFQ1. The same questionnaire was also used to assess
NVP status in late pregnancy, together with a FFQ2.

FFQ

Participants were asked to complete the FFQ twice during their
pregnancies: the first FFQ between 5 and 15 weeks of gestation
(FFQ1); and the second between 22 and 35 weeks of gestation
(FFQ2). Both FFQ asked for average food consumption in the
2 months prior to completing the FFQ. Each FFQ consisted of
167 food and beverage items and nine frequency categories. For
the latter, the rankings ranged from ‘almost never’ to ‘seven or
more times per d’ (or ‘10 glasses per d’ for beverages). The food
items in the current study were based on the food list in the
Japan Public Health Center-based Prospective Study(24) with
the following modifications. Because our study was conducted
in an urban community, six food items were added to the list:
ground meat; pastry; cornflakes; pudding; jelly; and cocktail.
The following portion sizes were specified for each food item:
medium (the standard amount); small (50 % smaller); and
large (50 % larger). Intake of energy, thirty-six nutrients, and
twenty-six food groups were calculated using a food compos-
ition table developed for the FFQ based on the Standardised
Tables of Food Composition in Japan (2010 edition).
In the FFQ, participants were asked to provide brand names

of supplements and frequency of use ranging from once or
twice per week to four or more times per d. Daily vitamin
intake from supplements calculated from the supplements’
nutritional compositions were added to the daily nutrient
intake from the FFQ to calculate the total daily nutrient intake.
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Biomarkers

Non-fasting blood samples were obtained from each participant
on enrolment and in late pregnancy (between 22 and 29 weeks
of gestation). They were separated by centrifugation for 5 min at
3000 rpm immediately after venepuncture and stored at −40°C
in a laboratory in the NCCHD until being shipped to an exter-
nal laboratory (SRL, Hachioji, Tokyo, Japan). For serum vitamin
E, retinol and vitamin B6, blood samples were immediately put
into a light-shielded spit after centrifugation to prevent degener-
ation caused by exposure to light. For vitamin C, 500 µl of each
sample were mixed with perchloric acid after centrifugation to
exclude protein, further centrifuged at 3000 rpm for 5 min
and then put into a light-shielded spit to prevent degeneration.
After being packed with dried ice, the samples were carefully
transported by the company’s daily transportation system to
the laboratory for analysis.
Serum vitamin C concentrations were measured by HPLC as

described previously(25) using an HPLC system (Shimadzu) with
a commercially available column (Wakosil-II 5C18RS; Wako).
Serum folate and vitamin B12 were measured by a chemilumin-
escence enzyme immunoassay using a commercially available
kit for folate (Access folate (FOLW); Beckman Coulter)
and vitamin B12 (Access B12; Beckman Coulter). Vitamin B6

was assayed by HPLC as pyridoxal using a commercially
available column (Wakosil-II 5C18HG, Wako). Serum retinol
was also measured by an HPLC method using an HPLC
system with a commercially available column (Inertsil ODS;
GL Sciences). Serum vitamin E was measured by a fluores-
cence method with an F-2500 fluorescence spectrophotometer
(Hitachi). Serum 25(OH)D in early pregnancy was measured
by radioimmunoassay using a commercially available kit
(25-HydroxyvitaminD 125I RIA Kit; DiaSorin). For logistic
reasons, the serum 25(OH)D concentrations of 110
participants in mid-pregnancy were measured by a different
external laboratory (LSI Medience, Itabashi, Tokyo, Japan)
by a competitive protein-binding assay as previously
reported(26).
The intra-assay CV were as follows: vitamin C, 2·4–7·9 %;

folate, 3·0–6·5 %; vitamin B6, 3·7–9·2 %; vitamin B12, 5·7–
8·0 %; retinol, 8·7–13·2 %; vitamin E, 1·0–6·4 %; and 25
(OH)D, 3·0–9·5 % in early pregnancy and 7·7–10·9 % in
late pregnancy. The corresponding inter-assay CVs were as
follows: vitamin C, 0·0–4·4 %; folate, 2·4–3·8 %; vitamin B6,
0·0–2·6 %; vitamin B12, 3·6–6·0 %; retinol, 0·0 %; vitamin
E, 1·5–4·2 %; and 25(OH)D, 5·9–9·5 % in early pregnancy
and 8·6–11·6 % in late pregnancy.

Demographic information

Participants’ ages, parity and socio-economic status were col-
lected by a self-administered questionnaire on enrolment.
Body weight pre-pregnancy and at FFQ1 and height were self-
reported. Pre-pregnancy BMI was calculated as pre-pregnancy
body weight (kg)/height2 (m) and categorised according to the
criteria of the WHO as underweight (BMI < 18·5 kg/m2),
normal weight (BMI 18·5–25 kg/m2) and overweight or
obese (BMI > 25·0 kg/m2).

Statistical analysis

Baseline characteristics were compared according to NVP sta-
tus in early pregnancy. Mean vitamin intakes were calculated
from the FFQ1 and FFQ2. For biomarkers and FFQ, differ-
ences between NVP statuses were investigated by Student’s t
test. Paired t tests were also used to assess differences in nutri-
tional intake or serum biomarker concentrations between early
and late pregnancy. All vitamin intakes calculated from FFQ
were log-transformed to improve normality. Energy-adjusted
intakes were calculated by the residual method(27). Spearman
correlation coefficients were calculated to assess the validity
of the FFQ by comparing crude or energy-adjusted intakes
derived from the FFQ1 and FFQ2 with biomarkers measured
at the corresponding period. Because serum folate concentra-
tions of more than 20 ng/ml were coded as ‘>20 ng/ml’,
those values were imputed as 21 ng/ml for the purposes of
analysis (seventeen participants in early pregnancy) with the
aims of maintaining sample numbers and avoiding overesti-
mation. Spearman correlation coefficients by NVP status
were separately calculated for early and late pregnancy.
Correlation coefficients were also calculated, including for
intake from supplement use. Furthermore, all pregnant
women were classified into quintiles according to their
energy-adjusted vitamin intakes and serum concentrations.
Agreement in quintile orders were assessed as the percentage
classification for participants based on energy-adjusted dietary
intakes and serum concentrations in the same and adjacent
quintiles. All analyses were performed with the STATA/SE
statistical package, version 12.1 (StataCorp LP). Two-tailed P
values <0·05 were considered as statistically significant.

Results

The participants’ characteristics are shown in Table 1. There
were 108 (54 %) women with NVP in early pregnancy.
Mean pre-pregnancy body weight was 50·5 (SD = 6·2) kg in
the NVP (+) group, whereas that in the NVP (−) group
was 51·6 (SD = 6·7) kg; this difference is not statistically signi-
ficant (P = 0·23). Mean body-weight change from pre-
pregnancy to the time of completing the FFQ1 was −0·28
(SD = 2·0) kg in the NVP (+) group and +0·90 (SD = 2·1) kg
in the NVP (−) group, this difference being significant (P =
0·0001). There was a significant linear trend between NVP
assessment scale and body-weight change (kg) (coefficient
(kg) =−0·44, 95 % CI −0·63, 0·25; P < 0·001). Mean mater-
nal age was 35·2 (SD = 4·1) years; 66 % of participants were
nulliparous, 64·5 % had graduated from college or university,
and 43·5 % were classified as having annual household in-
comes of more than JPY10 million (equivalent to US$
83 000). More than 22 % of participants’ pre-pregnancy BMI
values were less than 18·5 kg/m2, whereas 4 % were more
than 25 kg/m2. Overall, 8·5 % of participants took a folic
acid supplement more than once per d. Women with NVP
were more likely to have the lowest educational level
(23·2 %) than those without NVP (12·0 %) and pre-pregnancy
BMI <18·5 kg/m2 (25·0 % in the NVP v. 19·6 % in the non-
NVP group).
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Mean vitamin intakes based on FFQ1 and FFQ2 are shown
in Table 2. In early pregnancy, the mean intake of folate was
significantly lower in women with NVP than in those without
it (P= 0·04). After including supplement intake, α-tocopherol
and vitamin D intakes were lower in women with NVP than in
those without it; this difference was with marginal significance

Table 1. Characteristics of the study participants (n 200)

(Number of subjects and percentages, mean values and standard

deviations)

Total (n 200)

NVP (+)

(n 108)

NVP (−)

(n 92)

Characteristic n % n % n %

Gestational weeks at FFQ1

(weeks)

Mean 10·2 10·5 9·9
SD 1·5 1·4 1·5

Gestational weeks at FFQ2

(weeks)

Mean 29·1 29·2 29·0
SD 1·8 1·7 1·8

Maternal age (years) 35·2 4·1 34·7 4·2 35·7 3·8
≤29 years 22 11·0 16 14·8 6 6·5
30–34 years 60 30·0 33 30·6 27 29·4
35–39 years 92 46·0 46 42·6 46 50·0
≥40 years 26 13·0 13 12·0 13 14·1

Parity

0 132 66·0 72 66·7 60 65·2
≥1 68 34·0 36 33·3 32 34·8

Educational level

Junior high school, high

school or vocational training

school

36 18·0 25 23·2 11 12·0

Some college 35 17·5 14 13·0 21 22·8
College or more 129 64·5 69 63·9 60 65·2

Annual household income

<4 million yen 15 7·5 8 7·4 7 7·6
4–6 million yen 35 17·5 21 19·4 14 15·2
6–8 million yen 27 13·5 10 9·3 17 18·5
8–10 million yen 33 16·5 20 18·5 13 14·1
Over 10 million yen 87 43·5 47 43·5 40 43·5
Missing 3 1·5 2 1·9 1 1·1

Pre-pregnancy body weight (kg)

Mean 51·0 50·5 51·6
SD 6·4 6·2 6·7

Body weight at FFQ1 (kg)

Mean 51·3 50·2 52·5
SD 6·8 6·5 6·9

Pre-pregnancy BMI

<18·5 kg/m2 45 22·5 27 25·0 18 19·6
18·5–25 kg/m2 146 73·0 76 70·4 70 76·1
≥25·0 kg/m2 8 4·0 5 4·6 3 3·3
Missing 1 0·5 0 0·0 1 1·1

Smoking during pregnancy

Current 1 0·51 1 0·93 0 0·0
Former 11 5·6 4 3·7 7 7·6

Alcohol intake from FFQ1 46 23·0 25 23·2 21 22·8
Use of a folic acid supplement from FFQ1

More than 4 times per d 1 0·5 0 0·0 1 1·1
2–3 times per d 2 1·0 0 0·0 2 2·2
Once per d 14 7·0 6 5·6 8 8·7
5–6 times per week 2 1·0 1 0·9 1 1·1
3–4 times per week 1 0·5 0 0·0 1 1·1

NVP, nausea and vomiting during pregnancy; NVP (+), participants who reported

their dietary intake was reduced by NVP; NVP (–), participants whose food consump-

tion had not decreased; FFQ1, first FFQ between 5 and 15 weeks of gestation;

FFQ2, second FFQ between 22 and 35 weeks of gestation.
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(P= 0·08). Intakes of vitamins C, B6, B12 and A appeared
higher in women without NVP; however, this difference was
not statistically significant. Among the 154 participants who
completed the FFQ and blood tests in both early and late
pregnancy, seventy-nine (51 %) still had NVP in late preg-
nancy. In late pregnancy, mean intakes of folate were signifi-
cantly lower in women with NVP (P = 0·008). Similarly,
mean intakes of vitamins C, B6, A and E were lower in
women with NVP than in those without it, this difference
being marginally significant. Vitamins B12, A and D intakes
were significantly higher at the time of the FFQ2 than at the
time of the FFQ1 (P< 0·05).
Serum concentrations of vitamins in early and late preg-

nancy are shown in Table 3. In early pregnancy, mean
serum folate and 25(OH)D concentrations were significantly
higher in women without NVP than in those with it.
Similarly, vitamin C and B6 concentrations appeared lower in
women without NVP than in those with it, this difference
being marginally significant (P = 0·06). In late pregnancy,
serum retinol concentrations were significantly higher in
women without NVP than in those with it, whereas serum
vitamin E concentrations were higher in women with NVP.
Compared with those in early pregnancy, serum concentra-
tions of vitamin C, folate, vitamin B12 and vitamin A were sig-
nificantly lower in late pregnancy; a significant increase was
observed in vitamin E concentrations.
Spearman correlation coefficients for serum vitamin con-

centrations in early pregnancy and oral intake assessed from
the FFQ1 are shown in Table 4. The correlation coefficients
based on crude vitamin intakes indicate a significant correl-
ation for vitamin D (r 0·29; P< 0·0001), and marginal signifi-
cance for vitamin B12 (r 0·13; P = 0·06) and vitamin A (r 0·13;
P = 0·08). The correlation coefficients for energy-adjusted
vitamin intakes were slightly higher for vitamin C, folate and
vitamin B6, whereas those of vitamins A, E and D were
lower compared with crude intake. The highest energy-
adjusted correlation coefficient was for vitamin D (r 0·26), fol-
lowed by vitamin C (r 0·14) and vitamin B12 (r 0·13). When
considering vitamin intake from supplements, correlation
coefficients improved substantially and significantly for folate
(from 0·053 to 0·16), vitamin C (from 0·14 to 0·21) and vita-
min B12 (from 0·13 to 0·17). Mean percentage agreement was
54·8 %, the highest agreement being observed for vitamin D
(60·5 %).
In women with NVP, significant correlation coefficients

were observed for vitamin C (r 0·20), vitamin E (r 0·21) and
vitamin D (r 0·31) in crude estimates. Furthermore, folate
demonstrated marginal significance (r 0·18) in energy-adjusted
estimates. Percentage agreement ranged from 50·9 % for vita-
min C to 61·1 % for folate. In women without NVP, vitamins
B12 (r 0·31), A (r 0·21) and D (r 0·29) demonstrated significant
correlations for crude estimates whereas vitamin B6 demon-
strated marginal significance (r 0·19). The correlation coeffi-
cient for vitamin B12 was not significant for energy-adjusted
estimates. Percentage agreement ranged from 47·8 % for vita-
min B6 to 62·0 % for vitamin C.
Spearman correlation coefficients for serum vitamin con-

centrations in late pregnancy and oral intake assessed with Ta
b
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FFQ2 are shown in Table 5. After including vitamin intakes
from supplements, significant correlations were observed for
folate (r 0·15) and vitamin B12 (r 0·26) in crude estimates.
For energy-adjusted intakes, correlation coefficients were sig-
nificant for vitamin C (r 0·27), folate (r 0·22), vitamin B6 (r
0·18), vitamin B12 (r 0·27), and vitamin A with marginal sig-
nificance (r 0·15). The correlation coefficient for vitamin D
was not statistically significant in late gestation. Percentage
agreement ranged from 48·7 % for vitamin E to 67·5 % for
vitamin C. In women with NVP, energy-adjusted intake
showed a significant correlation only for vitamin C (r 0·22),
whereas energy-adjusted intake in women without NVP
showed significant correlations for vitamin C (r 0·29), folate
(r 0·26), vitamin B6 (r 0·26) and vitamin B12 (r 0·40).

Discussion

In our study, more than 50 % of women reported decreased
food consumption associated with NVP in both early and
late pregnancy. In spite of the influence of NVP on dietary
intake during pregnancy, the FFQ accurately estimated intakes
of vitamin C, E and D in women with NVP and of vitamins
B12, A and D in women without NVP in early pregnancy.
Moreover, in late pregnancy, the correlations were stronger
for many of the vitamins than in early pregnancy, the excep-
tions being vitamins E and D, for which significant correla-
tions were mainly observed in women without NVP. Thus,
we showed that the FFQ can be used to assess vitamin intake
in both early and late pregnancy. To our knowledge, this is the
first study to demonstrate the validity of an FFQ for assessing
the effects of NVP on vitamin intake by measuring their
serum concentrations during different gestational periods.
Although correlations between nutritional intakes and bio-

markers are reportedly often weaker during pregnancy than
in non-pregnancy because of greater intra-individual variabil-
ity(28,29), our results are comparable with those of a previous
validation study among pregnant women in which diet history
questionnaires were administered to 167 pregnant Japanese
women without NVP and not taking supplements, and signifi-
cant correlations were found for folate (r 0·29) and vitamin B12

(r 0·22)(30).
Significance of correlation coefficients differed somewhat

according to NVP status in our study; in early pregnancy,
we identified significant correlations for vitamins C, E and
D in women with NVP, whereas we confirmed them for vita-
mins B12, A and D in women without NVP. On the other
hand, in late pregnancy we mainly identified significant corre-
lations in women without NVP. This apparent discrepancy
could be attributable to dietary changes between the pre-
pregnancy period and pregnancy caused by NVP(17,18).
Based on 3-d food records, women with NVP reportedly
have a significantly higher proportion of carbohydrate intake
with lower proportions of protein and energy intake(18).
Another study using a FFQ has also demonstrated that,
between 18 and 22 weeks of gestation, women with NVP
have higher energy intake than women without it, this mainly
being attributable to the consumption of sugar-containing soft
drinks(17). In spite of such impacts of NVP on dietary pattern

during pregnancy, no previous studies have investigated its
effect on the validity of FFQ concerning vitamin intake in
early pregnancy(14). Our study highlights the importance of
considering NVP when investigating nutritional intake during
pregnancy. Another potential reason for the differences, par-
ticularly those we identified in early pregnancy, is that we
may have overestimated the nutritional intake of women
with NVP because the serum vitamin concentrations of
some participants may have been influenced by pre-pregnancy
intakes.
Correlation coefficients for vitamin C, folate, and vitamins

B6, B12 and A were higher in late pregnancy than in early preg-
nancy. This may be due to changes in food choices over the
course of the pregnancies(16). On the other hand, we found
poor correlations for vitamin E in both early and late preg-
nancy, which is comparable with findings of previous studies
among pregnant women(31,32). It has been suggested that con-
centrations in other tissues, such as adipose tissue, may more
accurately reflect oral vitamin E intake than plasma concentra-
tions of vitamin E(33).
Interestingly, the correlation coefficient for vitamin D was

very high in early pregnancy, but became so low as to be non-
significant in late pregnancy. This may be attributable to the
effect of gestational period on validity. One previous study
demonstrated high correlations between serum 25(OH)D con-
centrations and FFQ findings in early pregnancy (r 0·45)(34),
whereas another study that looked at maternal dietary history
and plasma 25(OH)D concentration in late pregnancy
reported a poor correlation (r 0·07)(35). It is noteworthy that
seasonality may also affect the findings: more than 80 % of
the FFQ1 were administered during a relatively warm season
in Tokyo when the average monthly temperature was ≥15°
(range 18·5–27·5°), whereas most of the FFQ2 were adminis-
tered in a cooler season when the average monthly tempera-
ture was ≤15° (range 5·1–14·9°). Seasonal variations in the
correlation between vitamin D intake and biomarker have
been reported(32).
Correlation coefficients were substantially improved when

the intake of supplemental vitamin C, folate, and vitamins
B6 and B12 was included, which is in line with a previous val-
idation study for a FFQ using biomarkers as a reference
method in Spain(31). These authors demonstrated that correl-
ation coefficients improved for folate (from r 0·12 to 0·53),
vitamin C (from r 0·18 to 0·20) and vitamin B12 (from r
0·08 to 0·12) when supplement intake was included. A signifi-
cant impact of supplement use on plasma vitamin concentra-
tions has also been reported(32). Our results, together with the
above, support the need for nutritional assessment using a
FFQ during pregnancy to include assessment of supplement
use to achieve valid vitamin estimates.
The present study has several limitations. First, FFQ1 and

FFQ2 collected information for the 2 months prior to their
administration. Participant recall bias could possibly result in
underestimation. A previous validation study using the FFQ
asked about food consumption over the previous year and
also collected 28- or 14-d dietary records during that year.
Although they collected food consumption data over a longer
period than in the present study, they found a moderate to
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good correlation(36). Furthermore, they evaluated the reprodu-
cibility of the FFQ by comparing repeated FFQ at 1-year inter-
vals and demonstrated moderate to high reproducibility for
most nutrients(37). In light of these findings, we consider
that participant recall bias for food consumption was likely
minimal. Second, this study was conducted at a single perinatal
centre in an urban area that accepted pregnant women with
complications. Additionally, the mean maternal age was higher
than that of the general population in Japan (35·2 v. 30
years)(38) and the participants’ socio-economic status was
higher than that of the general population(38). Indeed, the
high educational status may have contributed to the high
internal validity of the estimates of nutrients by FFQ. Third,
we were unable to investigate the effect of seasons on the val-
idity of the FFQ, because 89·5 % of participants were
recruited between May and October 2011, when the average
monthly temperature was ≥15° in Tokyo. However, we admi-
nistered the FFQ twice during each participant’s pregnancy.
Thus, most of the FFQ2 were administered during the cooler
months. Although the effects of plasma volume increase and
change in appetite would affect the validity of FFQ2, the
results of both FFQ would have been affected by seasonality.
Fourth, while although we included the effect of NVP and
supplement use during pregnancy, there may have been
other unmeasured confounders such as participants’ genotypes
for vitamin metabolism(39) and duration of daily sunlight
exposure. Although we investigated the effect of NVP on vita-
min intake by stratifying for NVP status, there is still a possi-
bility of residual confounding. Indeed, women with NVP were
more likely to be in the lowest educational level. Finally, we
used non-fasting blood samples, which may have affected
the results because of circadian variation.
In conclusion, our study demonstrated that, in spite of the

impact of NVP on dietary intake and serum vitamin concen-
trations, FFQ is useful for estimating the intake of several
important vitamins in early and late pregnancy. Notably, our
results highlight the importance of considering NVP when
assessing nutritional intake during pregnancy. Given that
there is growing interest in maternal nutrition during preg-
nancy, future epidemiological studies investigating the effect
of vitamin intake during pregnancy on various outcomes
using the FFQ in Japan are warranted.

Acknowledgements

We are deeply grateful to all of the women who participated in
the present study and to the hospital staff for their cooper-
ation. In addition, we thank the research coordinators, espe-
cially Chikako Naganuma, Yuri Hiramoto, Eri Nakayama
and Keiko Shinozaki for assisting with coding the dietary
record data. We would also like to thank Julian Tang of the
Department of Education for Clinical Research, National
Center for Child Health and Development, for proofreading
and editing this manuscript.
The present study was partially supported by grants from

the Japan Environment and Children’s Study and the
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (H24-jisedai-shitei-
007). The funders had no role in the study design, data

collection and analysis, decision to publish, or preparation of
the manuscript.
The authors’ contributions were as follows: T. F. conceived

the study design. S. C. J. and K. O. collected data for the
analysis. S. C. J. and T. F. analysed the data, and S. C. J.,
K. O., M. K., N. M., H. S. and T. F. interpreted the
results. S. C. J. wrote the first draft of the manuscript and
K. O., M. K., N. M., H. S. and T. F. finalised it. All authors
were involved in writing the paper and gave final approval
for publication of the submitted version.
The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

References

1. Godfrey KM & Barker DJ (2001) Fetal programming and adult
health. Public Health Nutr 4, 611–624.

2. Harding JE (2001) The nutritional basis of the fetal origins of adult
disease. Int J Epidemiol 30, 15–23.

3. De-Regil LM, Fernández-Gaxiola AC, Dowswell T, et al. (2010)
Effects and safety of periconceptional folate supplementation for
preventing birth defects. Cochrane Database Syst Rev Issue 10,
CD007950.

4. Rothman KJ, Moore LL, Singer MR, et al. (1995) Teratogenicity of
high vitamin A intake. N Engl J Med 333, 1369–1373.

5. Bodnar LM, Catov JM, Simhan HN, et al. (2007) Maternal vitamin
D deficiency increases the risk of preeclampsia. J Clin Endocrinol
Metab 92, 3517–3522.

6. Burris HH, Rifas-Shiman SL, Kleinman K, et al. (2012) Vitamin D
deficiency in pregnancy and gestational diabetes mellitus. Am J
Obstet Gynecol 207, 182, e181–e188.

7. Merewood A, Mehta SD, Chen TC, et al. (2009) Association
between vitamin D deficiency and primary cesarean section.
J Clin Endocrinol Metab 94, 940–945.

8. Shibata M, Suzuki A, Sekiya T, et al. (2011) High prevalence of
hypovitaminosis D in pregnant Japanese women with threatened
premature delivery. J Bone Miner Metab 29, 615–620.

9. Aghajafari F, Nagulesapillai T, Ronksley PE et al. (2013)
Association between maternal serum 25-hydroxyvitamin D level
and pregnancy and neonatal outcomes: systematic review and
meta-analysis of observational studies. BMJ 346, f1169.

10. Strom M, Halldorsson TI, Hansen S, et al. (2014) Vitamin D mea-
sured in maternal serum and offspring neurodevelopmental out-
comes: a prospective study with long-term follow-up. Ann Nutr
Metab 64, 254–261.

11. Maslova E, Hansen S, Thorne-Lyman AL, et al. (2014) Predicted
vitamin D status in mid-pregnancy and child allergic disease.
Pediatr Allergy Immunol 25, 706–713.

12. Harvey NC, Moon RJ, Sayer AA, et al. (2014) Maternal antenatal
vitamin D status and offspring muscle development: findings
from the Southampton Women’s Survey. J Clin Endocrinol Metab
99, 330–337.

13. Cade J, Thompson R, Burley V, et al. (2002) Development, valid-
ation and utilisation of food-frequency questionnaires – a review.
Public Health Nutr 5, 567–587.

14. Ortiz-Andrellucchi A, Doreste-Alonso J, Henriquez-Sanchez P,
et al. (2009) Dietary assessment methods for micronutrient intake
in pregnant women: a systematic review. Br J Nutr 102, Suppl. 1,
S64–S86.

15. Olafsdottir AS, Skuladottir GV, Thorsdottir I, et al. (2006) Maternal
diet in early and late pregnancy in relation to weight gain. Int J Obes
(Lond) 30, 492–499.

16. Rifas-Shiman SL, Rich-Edwards JW, Willett WC, et al. (2006)
Changes in dietary intake from the first to the second trimester
of pregnancy. Paediatr Perinat Epidemiol 20, 35–42.

17. Chortatos A, Haugen M, Iversen PO, et al. (2013) Nausea and
vomiting in pregnancy: associations with maternal gestational diet

8

journals.cambridge.org/jns
ht

tp
s:

//
do

i.o
rg

/1
0.

10
17

/jn
s.

20
16

.1
4 

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jns.2016.14


and lifestyle factors in the Norwegian Mother and Child Cohort
Study. BJOG 120, 1642–1653.

18. Latva-Pukkila U, Isolauri E & Laitinen K (2010) Dietary and clin-
ical impacts of nausea and vomiting during pregnancy. J Hum Nutr
Diet 23, 69–77.

19. Veena SR, Krishnaveni GV, Srinivasan K, et al. (2010) Higher
maternal plasma folate but not vitamin B-12 concentrations during
pregnancy are associated with better cognitive function scores in 9-
to 10-year-old children in South India. J Nutr 140, 1014–1022.

20. Wang YZ, Ren WH, Liao WQ, et al. (2009) Concentrations of anti-
oxidant vitamins in maternal and cord serum and their effect on
birth outcomes. J Nutr Sci Vitaminol (Tokyo) 55, 1–8.

21. Weber D, Stuetz W, Bernhard W, et al. (2014) Oxidative stress mar-
kers and micronutrients in maternal and cord blood in relation to
neonatal outcome. Eur J Clin Nutr 68, 215–222.

22. Chesley LC (1972) Plasma and red cell volumes during pregnancy.
Am J Obstet Gynecol 112, 440–450.

23. Whittaker PG, Macphail S & Lind T (1996) Serial hematologic
changes and pregnancy outcome. Obstet Gynecol 88, 33–39.

24. Sasaki S, Kobayashi M, Ishihara J, et al. (2003) Self-administered
food frequency questionnaire used in the 5-year follow-up survey
of the JPHC Study: questionnaire structure, computation algo-
rithms, and area-based mean intake. J Epidemiol 13, S13–S22.

25. Lykkesfeldt J, Loft S & Poulsen HE (1995) Determination of ascorbic
acid and dehydroascorbic acid in plasma by high-performance liquid
chromatography with coulometric detection – are they reliable biomar-
kers of oxidative stress? Anal Biochem 229, 329–335.

26. Kao PC & Heser DW (1984) Simultaneous determination of 25-
hydroxy- and 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D from a single sample by
dual-cartridge extraction. Clin Chem 30, 56–61.

27. Willett WC, Howe GR & Kushi LH (1997) Adjustment for total
energy intake in epidemiologic studies. Am J Clin Nutr 65,
1220S–1228S; discussion 1229S–1231S.

28. Anderson AS (2001) Symposium on ‘nutritional adaptation to preg-
nancy and lactation’. Pregnancy as a time for dietary change? Proc
Nutr Soc 60, 497–504.

29. Persson V, Winkvist A, Ninuk T, et al. (2001) Variability in nutrient
intakes among pregnant women in Indonesia: implications for the

design of epidemiological studies using the 24-h recall method.
J Nutr 131, 325–330.

30. Shiraishi M, Haruna M, Matsuzaki M, et al. (2012) Validity and
reproducibility of folate and vitamin B12 intakes estimated from a
self-administered diet history questionnaire in Japanese pregnant
women. Nutr J 11, 15.

31. Vioque J, Navarrete-Munoz EM, Gimenez-Monzo D, et al. (2013)
Reproducibility and validity of a food frequency questionnaire
among pregnant women in a Mediterranean area. Nutr J 12, 26.

32. Brantsaeter AL, Haugen M, Hagve TA, et al. (2007) Self-reported
dietary supplement use is confirmed by biological markers in the
Norwegian Mother and Child Cohort Study (MoBa). Ann Nutr
Metab 51, 146–154.

33. Willett W (editor) (1998) Nutritional Epidemiology, 2nd ed. New York:
Oxford University Press.

34. Brantsaeter AL, Haugen M, Alexander J, et al. (2008) Validity of a
new food frequency questionnaire for pregnant women in the
Norwegian Mother and Child Cohort Study (MoBa). Matern Child
Nutr 4, 28–43.

35. Anderson DM, Hollis BW, LeVine BR, et al. (1988) Dietary assess-
ment of maternal vitamin D intake and correlation with maternal
and neonatal serum vitamin D concentrations at delivery.
J Perinatol 8, 46–48.

36. Tsugane S, Kobayashi M & Sasaki S (2003) Validity of the self-
administered food frequency questionnaire used in the 5-year
follow-up survey of the JPHC Study Cohort I: comparison with
dietary records for main nutrients. J Epidemiol 13, S51–S56.

37. Sasaki S, Ishihara J & Tsugane S (2003) Reproducibility of a self-
administered food frequency questionnaire used in the 5-year
follow-up survey of the JPHC Study Cohort I to assess food and
nutrient intake. J Epidemiol 13, S115–S124.

38. Jwa SC, Fujiwara T & Kondo N (2014) Latent protective effects of
breastfeeding on late childhood overweight and obesity: a nation-
wide prospective study. Obesity (Silver Spring) 22, 1527–1537.

39. Moriyama Y, Okamura T, Kajinami K, et al. (2002) Effects of
serum B vitamins on elevated plasma homocysteine levels asso-
ciated with the mutation of methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase
gene in Japanese. Atherosclerosis 164, 321–328.

9

journals.cambridge.org/jns
ht

tp
s:

//
do

i.o
rg

/1
0.

10
17

/jn
s.

20
16

.1
4 

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/jns.2016.14

	Validation of a food-frequency questionnaire for assessing vitamin intake of Japanese women in early and late pregnancy with and without nausea and vomiting
	Materials and methods
	Study design and subjects
	Assessment of nausea and vomiting during pregnancy
	FFQ
	Biomarkers
	Demographic information
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgements
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


