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Christopher Pelling’s commentary on book 7 of Thucydides (a partner to his commentary
on book 6, Cambridge 2022) is distinguished by its very high quality and Pelling’s sympathy
and respect for the author, the historical actors he depicts and the reader (I am generously
mentioned in the preface of this volume, along with numerous others. I assure the reader
that my admiration for these volumes would be equally strong or stronger if I had no
acquaintance with Professor Pelling). The commentary is admirable for its clear explan-
ations and translations of Thucydides’ Greek and for its generous supporting materials,
which include maps, a lengthy and detailed introduction, many shorter but very important
introductions to individual sections of the text, the lemmata, a full bibliography and three
indices: an index of people, places and concepts, another for stylistic and grammatical
concepts and a final index for Greek words of interest. The Greek text is furnished with
an apparatus criticus that indicates significant variations in the manuscripts, and also with
a separate list, found at the end of the Introduction, of ‘Deviations from Alberti’, being
fifty-one deviations from the latest established text of Thucydides, completed by G.-B.
Alberti (Thucydides Historiae (Rome 2000)).

This commentary is primarily about reading Thucydides’ Greek, but would be an invalu-
able aid for a Greekless reader. The English is jargon-free, and Pelling’s detailed introduc-
tion, together with the persistent paragraph- or page-length essays on the successive
narrative sections, constitute in themselves a guide for readers. I can imagine a
Greekless reader deriving great profit from reading book 7 in translation together with
Pelling’s accumulating essays.

The volume thus models combining the highest standards of classical scholarship
with the greatest possible accessibility. Only a brief description can be offered here.
The introduction begins with necessary background information about Athens’ doomed
Sicilian expedition, and about Thucydides himself, writing in exile. It goes on to consider
the audiences and performative aspect of ancient historiographical narratives. (Pelling
remarks that the story of the Sicilian Expedition, if read aloud, would be ‘no longer than
a Wagner opera or an uncut Hamlet’, 11.) Thucydides’ differing relations to Homer,
Herodotus and tragedy, and the role of the Sicilian narrative in Thucydides’ narrative
of the war are covered next. ‘Where Does It All Go Wrong’ (26–32) reminds us that readers
must come to their own conclusions about the causes of Athens’ defeat in Sicily (26) and
then reviews some of the factors that led to that defeat: more become apparent in the
lemmata. ‘The Shadow of the Future’ (33–35) visits Athens’ final defeat in the war as a
whole and the Mediterranean context of this event. To sum up, the introduction offers
the reader a startling amount of preparation in a short amount of time.

The lemmata are a sure guide to reading. It is noteworthy that Pelling does not try to
force Thucydides’ Greek sentences into comfortably grammatical English sentences when
that is not possible. ‘The meaning is clearer than the syntax’, he remarks to 7.28.3, after a
survey of the possible emendations, accepting that we cannot know what we cannot know.
Many remarks in the lemmata have to do with awakening the reader to the emotional and
moral intensity of Thucydides’ style. Some examples: 7.29.4, on Mycalessus: ‘the short cola
tumble out, capturing the hectic fury of the slaughter with emphatic repetition’; 7.42.2,
where he translates a short phrase from Thucydides’ description of the Syracusans’ return
to fear after Athenian reinforcements arrive: ‘“if there was to be no end to the escaping
from danger”: a beautifully expressed oxymoron, psychologically sharper than the more
obvious “if there was to be no end to the dangers” themselves. It was the zigzagging of
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joyful release with renewed terror that was so hard to cope with, and what was endless was
the claiming that the dangers were at an end’; 7.82.2, where he comments on the lack of
space in the quarries where the Athenians are imprisoned: ‘στενοχωρία had blighted the
Athenians’ chances both on land (44.2) and, especially, in the Great Harbour (49.2, 70.6; cf.
36.4 in the Corinthian Gulf). It is now even more dreadful and inescapable. This is a long
way from Pericles’ vision of the whole world open to Athens (2.62.2)’.

Pelling notes on page 19 of the introduction that book 7 begins at a turning point:
‘Gylippus arrives just when Syracuse is in its greatest danger’. We might apply these words
to his work: ‘Pelling’s commentaries on books 6 and 7 arrived just when the study of
Thucydides was in the greatest danger’. Now seldom read intensively even in graduate
school, the text of Thucydides is too often at the mercy of selective and partial readings.
Pelling’s commentaries come to the rescue with an excellent foundation for entering
Thucydides’ project.

EDITH FOSTER
The College of Wooster

Email: efoster@wooster.edu
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The two volumes under review represent the first comprehensive and contextualized
publication of pottery and small finds unearthed in archaeological works from the late
1950s to the 1970s underneath the so-called Houses of Bronzes (HoB) and in Pactolus
Cliff (PC) at Sardis. These materials from the capital of the Lydian kingdom span a period
of approximately six hundred years from the Late Bronze Age to the Persian conquest. Two
of the authors, Andrew and Nancy H. Ramage, were directly involved only in a small part of
the original fieldwork undertaken in these sectors; the third co-author of this volume, R.
Gül Gürtekin-Demir, contributed to the post-excavation classification of Lydian pottery (cf.
Gürtekin-Demir, Lydian Painted Pottery Abroad: The Gordion Excavations 1950–1973
(Philadelphia 2021)). As such, though it can be treated as primary material, the work is
a massive project of analysis and interpretation of what was effectively legacy data for
the current authors. The final product is truly impressive and the value for scholarship
of this period cannot be overstated.

Volume 1 contains individual chapters on Lydian pottery, the Lydian trenches of Sector
HoB with sub-chapters organized chronologically from the Late Bronze Age and Earliest
Iron Age (13th to tenth century) to Lydian I (later seventh to mid-sixth century), followed
by the Lydian levels at PC. Included is a comprehensive catalogue for both areas containing
measurements and descriptions for finds from both HoB (785 entries) and PC (139 entries).
Most dates are robustly referenced, although a few are based, somewhat unsatisfactorily,
on personal communications instead of published comparanda (for instance, HoB 626, 634,
635). The bibliography is comparatively sparse but the general index at the end of the book
is extremely useful since it also lists associated catalogue numbers with pottery shape
names and places of origin. Volume 2, conveniently colour-coded by period, contains
plates showing sector drawings and objects.
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