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THE LADY OF FAIR LOVE
Amerose FARreLL, o.p.

N his latest encyclical, ‘Fulgens corona gloria’, the POP.?
Ihas proclaimed our Lady’s Year. The occasion of thlr
proclamation is the centenary celebration in Decembc
of the infallible definition of the Immaculate Concepti®;
of the Virgin Mother of God. This is but an instance,é’h
the progressive development of Marian tradition wh!
from the earliest times is seen to be implicit and almo;
instinctive in the Faith of the Church. Pope Pius XII h
allied himself closely with that tradition by becoming LC
spokesman, This he has done in defining the dogma of "
bodily Assumption of our Blessed Lady into heaven, and!
dedicating the present commemorative year to her hono¥

Between Mary and the mysteries of faith there 18 1),
essential connection. This is seen so clearly in the Ol}’
Rosary, wherein the joys, sorrows and glories of 2 hoﬂ
partnership between the Son and his Mother are W‘“’es
into a garland of prayer. The relationship between cshc
and Mary is living and everlasting. And so must be p
relationship of Jesus and Mary to all those who by Bﬂiﬂ
have received the adoption of sons, which is a sharing i
the relationship which Jesus enjoyed by nature with 0
eternal Father and his human Mother. As St August}ﬂg
said, the Maker of the world came into the world, beco™, ;
present in our flesh, “This is he who is beautiful abov® ]
sons of men, Son of holy Mary, Bridegroom of Holy Ch?veﬂ
whom he has made like his own mother; for he has & fof
her to us to be our mother and keeps her a virg®
himself.? s 8

A fervent lover of our Lady once wrote, ‘There et
highest, ultra-literal, sense which it is the duty of the ¢
logian to discover and defend. And whereas the lite oot
critic will admit that the text of an inspired saying °
at least mean the least, the theologian will add that 1t "
mean the most. For example; when the angel addrﬁss‘ff{,il,
Lady: “Hail, full of grace”, it must mean at least gﬂcﬁ
highly favoured”. Yet it may mean “Hail, full of
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that hath sanctified thee from the moment of thy begin-
‘tllng”, Again, when Elizabeth cried out: “Whence is this
i? me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”,
YmuSt mean at least “the mother of the expected Messias”.
MCt, as that Messias is “God of God”, it may mean “the
t Other of God”.’! It is the unerring and living voice of
"¢ Church, under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, speak-
"8 in the name of God, that gives absolute assurance to,
d makes at one, millions of minds.
in here is no room for doubt that there is but one person
s Jesus Christ and this is divine. The Blessed Virgin Mary
, therefore to be acknowledged and venerated by all as
e"IHY_ and truly the Mother of God.
drThls is the mystery towards which the miraculous star
ﬁnedw the Gentile world, enabling all without distinction to
o the Holy Child and his Mother. But owing to the rise
a Cresy, faith in the Incarnate Word had to be proclaimed
(eW by God-given authority in the Council of Ephesus
Siisl)' This has rightly been called Our Lady’s Council,
Mce therein was solemnly declared that without any doubt
th:ry ought to be called, by all, not the mother of Christ
o, an only, but Theotokos, or God-bearer ‘whom the
Engrnal Godhead has gifted with the fullness of grace and
I\?Wed.with such great dignity’.
thy, OR€ is more eloquent in his esteem for God’s Mother
Mag St Thomas Aquinas. And the Popes have repeatedly
Virte his words their own in extolling her merits and
& “€§. Pope Pius XII has done so in his recent great
. cyc'llcal where he cites a passage which might otherwise
Bl?am hidden to many, ‘From the very fact that the
b()usSed Virgin is the Mother of God, she has a kind of
d]ess dignity derived from God’s infinite goodness’.®
Atever form of address we may use to her the title of
f,.ot er is the greatest of them all. It is the one most
loy, Uently used in holy writ, for she is the mother of fair
€and holy hope. At the first miracle of her Son, we are
T,
1812,
3 4P Piyg X1, Lux Veritatis, 25 December, 1931.
summ“ I, 25,6 ad 1. ’ ?

N.T. Witness To Our Blessed Lady, Fr Vincent McNabb, o.r.,
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told by St John that ‘the mother of Jesus was there’, aﬂeg
it was at her motherly suggestion that our Lord Cﬂteéod
on his public career, and at its closing moments she St

firmly at the cross-side with the disciple whom Jesus 10v¢7

Her divine motherhood did not allow her to encr®
beyond the borders of divinity, but it is the explanatio”
all the favours which are uniquely hers. ‘At the first inst %
of her existence she was found on the side of God as Sata}f
foe. . . . Divine grace was hers without stint and came t0
with life itself. Thus was she fittingly prepared for tcr
virginal childbearing through which was crushed the i“
pent’s head. The Virgin Mother of God is the Immacu?
Mother of the Saviour of the world.”*

This is the truth in which our faith is once again afousth
and reaffirmed during this Marian Year. This was 2 0
to which the Catholic mind had not been altogether bh,ng
yet there was still a danger of its being denied or of b'clion
hedged round with obscurities. And the infallible ded
made under the guidance of the Holy Ghost by Pop® _ 4.
IX, on 8 December, 1854, has given a precision an Cei
tude to our thought far beyond the reach of theologcla,
speculation made by unaided reason on the data of reytis
tion. As Bishop Ullathorne a little later was to writé
curious that so long as the Immaculate Conceptio? .
believed, received, and preached with a simple unrea® Y
faith, as it always was in the East, there was no @! !
about it. The moment reason touched it it became 0 S]faxfd'
and darkened, and the language of divines got perP faith
And it has taken six centuries to get from reasoning t9 ot
and for the wisdom of man to get back to the foolis
of faith.”’ T

The proclamation of the Immaculate Conception ° pivs
Blessed Virgin as a dogma of the Church was made % “y0
IX in the Vatican Basilica in the presence of more the"rh¢
hundred cardinals and bishops from all over the wor poriy
definition was made in the following terms: by the aut P 40
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the blessed Apostles P ete #

.’
4 Mary Mother of God, Vassall-Phillips, 4.77.x. (T4e T'cachit’é
Catholic Church, Vol. 1, p. 526).
5 Letters, p. 60.
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ul, and by Our own, We pronounce and define that the
Otrine which states that the most Blessed Virgin Mary
%, 1n the first instant of her conception, by the singular
Ace and privilege of God, in view of the merits of Jesus

frorlst the Saviour of the human race, preserved immune

s tm all stain of original sin, has been revealed by God and

th erefore to be firmly and unswervingly believed by all
€ falthful’,

is bur Blessed Lady is the Mother of God, because her Son

rela?‘th God and man. Her motherhood is in as close a
on onship with God as a mother is w1t_h her son. Yet her

« 18 her Redeemer as well as ours, since her sinlessness

Anac leved by ‘preventing’ grace flowing from his cross.

Whichso God showered upon Mary all the gifts and graces
o0 befitted her to be the Mother and Spouse of God.

of rdingly she is, as the Bride of Christ, Queen and Lady

8ray €aven and earth, and whatever privilege has been

1 1ed to any of the Saints, has been bestowed on her in
o€ eminent degree.

is g Ou art all beautiful, Mary, and in thee is no stain’,

Imme Church’s prayer in the Office for the feast of the

g 2late Conception. Although a creature like ourselves,

Utterly dependent upon her Creator, no shadow of sin

NegeyF allowed to touch her most pure soul. And it was

"evea] our years after the authoritative definition of this

to . €d truth that our Lady herself appeared at Lourdes

Sayinpf'a‘sant girl and spoke to her in the Basque language,

* 'L am the Immaculate Conception’. o
glOrioe Crowning glory of Mary’s peerless sanctity 1s_her
the us assumption into heaven which was proclaimed by
of Igresent Pope as a dogma of faith in the Jubilee year
ng insf?' hus we are reassured that our Lady’s all-pervad-

Yema:. NENCE is not restricted to any time or place, for she

Herng S for ever united to her Son, in the borderland of

see};};e brilliance of our Lady’s immaculate sanctity is best

g w()ga’n§t the background of dark shadows. This tormen-

nl.issi(,nrld is filled with ungodliness and sin, Her free sub-

Yith t God’s design brought her into a close partnership

e .
T Son’s redemptive work at every stage.
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