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tieulgy moment in the history of Christian Hellenism. St John, at
'ieast in his longer and more studied letters, is deeply under the
I’:lﬂuence of what may be called the Stoic-rhetorical moral tradition.
Sﬁudying his dealing with it, how it at times overmasters him and

8 times is subdued to an authentically Christian thought and ex-
Tession, we can form some idea of the complexity of the situation of
:h?hristi-an brought up in the ancient culture (itself a very complex
ng). It is something which always has to be kept in mind when
“Segsing the degree of authority to be given to the teaching of any
Srticular Father, and the study of it can often be of great value in
1y ways to us in our still more complicated intellectual situation.

A. H. AruSTRONG

Tug Mysrica Bopy axp THE Seiritual Lire. By Fr M. Eugene
Boylan, 0.C.R. (Mercier; 5s.) :
¢ author of this essay has already made a well-deserved name
his spiritual writings. For that reason the book, of which the
8ub‘nitle is ‘The Foundation of the Spiritual Life’, is rather disap-
WMting and gives the impression of a successful author who is pushed
tOPward too rapidly. The subject is of paramount importance and
ool is little in English to supply what the book sets out to provide.
l“.t the Papal Encyclical on the mystical body, often quoted at
*Ngth, does not receive very much elucidation, and considerable
dpaCe is occupied by the endeavour, so frequently made before, to .
®cribe the nature of the unity of Christ in his member, a unity
ed ‘ontological’ by Mersch, ‘quasi-formal’ by Mura. It would have
%en more in conformity with the title, as well as with the desire
0 Convey the nature of the unity, had the author given far more
Op?’cﬁ to the effect of the unity in the individual Christian who ‘puts
0;‘ Christ, lives by Christian virtues, and suffers in the death
Christ on the cross. The identification of Christ with his members
uld in fact be traced in its spiritual effects right up to the trans-
thrming union of the highest and holiest Christian life. However,
there. are good things in the book, and the reader must remember
18t it is the first of a series edited by the capable theological learn-
a8.0f Fr James, O.F.M.Cap., so that it is designed to open the
ul_)lect and raise the problems rather than to provide a complete
Ruide to the spiritual life in terms of the mystical body. And there is
Unique feature in the book in the Publisher’s introduction; for
the director of the Mercier Press takes the opportunity of stating
¢ aims of his firm in recalling men to the spiritual life.
Joux HUXNSTER

Ly Syntaese THOMISTE. Par P. Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P.
(Desclée; n.p.) '

The interest of this tremendous contribution to the Dictionnaire de

héologie catholique (here only slightly enlarged into a book of 740

3ges) for readers of LIFE oF THE SPIRIT lies in its synopsis of the

for
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