
However, this does not detract from the convincing and inspiring reading experience. The Emotions
of Internationalism is an asset to both the history of emotions and internationalism. It will encourage
further work on the topographies of international ideas and practices.
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Following the final expulsion of the Ottomans from the Hungarian kingdom in the early 1700s, the
Habsburgs initiated a substantial repopulation program in the war-torn region. This program also
included settlers from the southwestern corner of the Holy Roman Empire. Its motives were economic
rather than national and aimed at an increase in population as well as agricultural production. The
largely Catholic German-speaking communities that arose primarily in the southern Hungarian low-
lands along the Danube have later been designated as Danube Swabians, although their historical expe-
riences were far from uniform and few of them originated in Swabia.

Throughout the eighteenth century, up to 400,000 Germans immigrated to Hungary, where lower
land prices promised them superior economic opportunities. The Danube formed the central route of
transportation to the new country. Despite early hardships, the German communities prospered and
were able to expand their landholdings. They added a new element to the multicultural environment of
historical southern Hungary, which by the twentieth century had grown to almost 1.5 million people.

After the Comprise of 1867, which in essence turned the Habsburg monarchy into a union of two
distinct polities, the pressure to assimilate increased. This also resulted in a dramatic reduction of
German primary schools in Hungary from 1,232 in 1869 to just 272 in 1905. Emigration to the
United States further weakened the German element. On the other hand, there was geographic expan-
sion based on the established Swabian practice of male primogeniture, which forced younger brothers
to search for new farmsteads in other villages.

The governmental pressure triggered an initial political mobilization during the late Habsburg
period, which did not truly succeed until the interwar era, however. By that time, the home regions
of the Danube Swabians had been divided between Hungary, Yugoslavia, and Romania. Restrictive
minority policies tipped the balance in favor of more nationalist minority organizations, particularly
after the rise of National Socialism in Germany. During World War II, the Swabian territories were
temporarily redistributed again, with substantial segments being returned to Hungary or included
in the newly created Croatian state. The extensive collaboration with German authorities proved omi-
nous for the postwar era. Most visible were the military enlistments, which often were less voluntary in
practice than in theory.

After World War II, a massive wave of retribution hit the Danube Swabians. Many were expelled to
Germany and Austria, from where a substantial number also moved on to the Americas. The removal
was most comprehensive in Yugoslavia, where tens of thousands also perished in penal camps, whereas
sizable populations initially remained in Hungary and especially Romania. Their postwar marginaliza-
tion in their now communist home countries triggered a continual emigration movement, which

Book Reviews 503

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
67

23
78

23
00

06
19

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S0067237823000619&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0067237823000619


turned into a torrent following the collapse of the Eastern Bloc. In the twenty-first century, the official
number of Germans, not all of whom are Danube Swabians, had declined to 132,000 in Hungary,
36,000 in Romania, 4,000 in Serbia, and 3,000 in Croatia.

The historians Gerhard Seewann and Michael Portmann set out to present a readable overview of
the Danube Swabian experience. The two Eastern Europeanists, of whom Seewann in particular has
long specialized in Danube Swabian history, came well prepared for the challenging task of combining
a diverse and transnational experience into a unified narrative. The presentation is chronological and
revolves primarily around politics, economics, and identity. In accordance with the historical develop-
ment, the individual chapters focus on a unified Danube Swabian experience up to World War I and
shift to a separate treatment of individual successor states thereafter. The focus on a general readership
is visible in the generous illustrations and in the didactic explanations of technical terms, but also in
the absence of foot- or endnotes.

The work is a synthesis rather than a new interpretation. The authors explain that they wanted to
create an illustrated handbook that describes and contextualizes the central threads of Danube Swabian
history on a scholarly but accessible basis. They largely succeeded at this task, although it might not
have been necessary to forgo an analytical structure that could lead to a substantive conclusion.
Such a structure would have further underscored the scholarly credentials of this valuable and
informative book.
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The specter of totalitarianism haunts queer history. For a long time, historians of sexuality presumed
that because of the conformity demanded by state socialist societies after World War II, there was little
to no place for expressions of queer desire. At the same time, of course, the early Cold War period
witnessed fearsome repressions against queer people in the liberal democracies of Western Europe
and the United States, often spurred by the fear that they posed a security risk or were more susceptible
to communist persuasion.

Recent years, though, have seen a growth in scholarship that begins to challenge these multifarious
assumptions about queerness and communism, excavating queer life from the ruins of Eastern
Europe’s people’s democracies. Czechoslovakia occupies a peculiar place in this queer history of the
Cold War. The country decriminalized homosexuality in 1968, around the same time as peer countries,
such as the United Kingdom, West Germany, and East Germany. At the same time, decriminalization
came decades earlier than in the Soviet Union, which never reformed its law, or the United States,
which only did so in 2003. And while the first tendrils of gay and lesbian activism only emerged in
the very last years of the communist regime’s existence—a “homosexual club” organized by doctors
at the Sexological Institute in Prague (207)—inhabitants of other Eastern bloc countries thought of
Prague as a particularly queer city and often sought to travel there on vacation.
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