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S O U T H  - 4 F R I C - 1  

SI'H13.'1<1~13'TED iittention has  lately been d ln~vn  to the 
Unioii o f  South .\frica owing to the royal visit i n  the eiil.11 part  u of this y a r .  This iiiil)ortaiit iilt~iiiher nf the  British Conlimn- 

wealth h ~ s  incryased i t s  influence through the ivar so tha t  it ranks 
iiow anlong the countries, such ;is t h e  T'iiited States ;ind lustrtilia, 
which were colonised froin Europe but have tlrveloped a life of their 
own independentl?- of the  c o i i t i n ~ i ~ t  which has  beeii the matrix of 
Christ.ian cultuw. The King on his return pninted out that  the South 
Africans were solving their nwii problenis in their own WRY, ;ind 
implied that they did n o t  require promptings froin t.he centre of the 
Commonwealth. This increasing aiitoiioniy must be recopised iii 
Europe. It is c~isy  to criticine the treatment, of the natives, for 
example, without. having lived on the spot.. and such criticisin will 
be  unreal and a priori. The out-and-out Left-winger from Europe will 
clap his ideas o f  the down-trodden proletariat on to the ilotive who 
has little status,  and he  will caiise a deal of trouble without. giving 
t.he native anything inore to l ire for-because the Europenii does not  
know their life or their ideas: he  is h k e d  too hard i n  the indus- 
t,rialised oven of Moscow or Uanchester. The natives speak another 
language : 
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294 U1.A C 1; F HI ARB 

\Ve, dark folk, love tlie land, and art. like it : 
Our skins resemble burnt brou-n earth,  or S h : . d m ' S  

Cast. b)- tall rocks 011 pools of niouiitaiii water; 
ITe love to bask like conies in the sunlight . . . 
-\i\ntl suck the niilk of silence from the moui!taiiis. 

A South -1fricaii poet, Francis Care -  S l d e r ,  catches thus a t  the  
native attitude, and it would be hard to grapple ideally w7it.h such 
people, already sucked in and out 1.1)- the demands of industry. the 
European heritage of gold niines and tobacco plantations. 

This problem of the native is a typical one showing the need for 
aiitoiioiny. ;\lid culture and religion must be tackled in the same 
manlier. C'hristiaii culture has reached a turning point n-lien it ma? 
cea5e to be predominantlr a European culture. Such continents as 
Africa hare  the advantage of taking all the tradition and heritage of 
the Catholic part of I t a l - .  Spain. France aiitl J<iigl:ind. Bu t  with the 
approach of the atom bomb and the rapid disintegratioii of civilisation 
in Europe i t  is time that in -1frica this culture becaiiie ('Iiristiati 
African culture, autonomous and developing in its on-n way beiieatli 
t.he dnrk brown skin of t.he native as well as the sun-baked skill of the 
1)utcli or English settlers. .\gain the Cathnlicism of Home shoiild Im 
as intensely Roman in its attachmeiit and dependelice on the tlesceii- 
dnnts of St. Peter, but not Hoinan in its classic ornament. fiddlv- 
hacked vest.ments or plain chant  motets. Indeed there are plenty of 
signs thnt the culture and Catholicisin of SoLith -1frica is beconiitig 
progressively itdigenom and autonornous in the  right seiise. Certainly 
it is the policy of the Ho1~- See to encourage this in all Catholic 
missions-and this shows the wisdom of t.he C'lirirch at. her best. faced 
by tlie powers of destruction which would Iweak the Church by break- 
ing her organisation. The Church in South Africa will become miore 
and more the South -\fricm Church without the Heforni:xtion heresies 
which h a r e  largely lost their power to create nationalist Churches. 
In this w a -  alone can the Catholic Church resist the e d s  of disint,e- 
grnting European civilisation. 

dinid the  spectacular events of the royal visit a comparatively 
insignificaiit foundation sto!ie was being laid upon which to build the 
structure of religious and cultural autonomy in South Africa. The 
Domiiiicaiis were inauguratiiig :I formal house of studies in the'univer- 
sit- town of Stellenbosch, t h i r t -  miles west of Cape Town. Here,  in 
the heart of South African learning and culture, the full course of 
philosophy and thenlopy is now taught for t,he beliefit not o d y  of the 
fiiture South -1fricaii 1)omiiiicaiis biit :dso of other c?er,oy beside. 
.Ant1 the lectiirec are condricted 1,- profeswrs who 1ifir.e rezeired the  
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best that the European Universities can give. The scholastic philo- 
sophy of St Thornas is catholic and should be intelligible to the Hot- 
tentot, the Hindu and the survivor of Hiroshima. But it needs to be 
put into the ideas and terminology of those people. St  Thomas him- 
self atteni ted the task for the Spanish Arabs of his day in the Contra 

attempt a t  Gtellenbosch will be a test case. There the predominating 
European thought is Calvinist; but the traditions of that creed are 
reaching their expirJ-; and if its corruption is to be the generation of 
something at  once Catholic and iiidigenous these Domiuicnn studies 
proride the seed of the new life. 

South Africa, therefore, as a subject for a special number of 
B L A C K F R I A R S ,  provides an interesting studp. h-ot only has it im- 
portance in working out its own problems in its own way; i t  also 
stands as an example of what must be secured in the future in order 
to preserve the f u l l  Christian tradition even though its original home 
may crumble. THE EDITOR 

Genfi les .  4 is example niiist now be followed o n  a wider plan and the 

' I ,  T O O .  A M  -4s A F R I C A S ~ ~  
[STORICATAT,Y, from the fact of its colonizatioii by white 
men from the S ~ H ,  Southern Africa has been linked iii men's H miiids rather with Europe thm with the r e d  of the African 

continent, and the truly African character of its inhabitants, even 
of the IYhites, has been too easil? forgotten, in spite of the use of 
the name AfriliNaner (meaiiiiig merely African).  In recent years, 
howei er, largely owing to the war anti coiisequeut movements of 
troops and population, the average white inhabitant of Southern 
dfrica has become much more conscious of his relationships 5% ith 
the rest of the continent and R itli its aboriginal inhabitants, and 
aware of his responsibilities and the opportunity there is for him to 
play a decisiye part in the future of Afiica south of the Sahara, 
now in a state of rapid social, economic, religious and political 
development. This lien awareness, long lotent in the land-coiiscious- 
ness of the -~friki~'~ns-speakiiig popiilatioii, and now making itself felt 
arnoiig all sectioiis of the people, is given utteraiice in the words of 
Field-Marshal Smuts used as a title to this article, and may be traced 
in many recent items of news from South Africa. 

It is neceasnry, in order to avoid misconceptions, to preface a few 
stateiiients of fact about the area of which we are speaking. 
Southern Africa2 differs from the rest of Black -4frica in being the 

1 Fiel.1 Marshal the Rt Hoii. J. C .  Sulute in  the T'nion I'nrlinment, April, 1947. 
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