
program content. The curriculum was designed to incorporate the
heterogeneous medical and cultural backgrounds and varying levels
of prior knowledge among participants, recognizing diverse experi-
ences that individuals bring to the training. To enhance accessibility,
a blended learning approach with offline, virtual, and in-person parts
was adopted.
Results: The training comprised introductory (two hours), fast-track
(eight hours), and extended (four days) training sessions. Training
modules include competencies such as a profound understanding of
HTA processes and key principles, domains, impact of HTA, out-
come measurements, and study designs to raise awareness, promote,
and enhance patient engagement as foreseen in the HTAR. The
training modules focus on empowering patients to advocate for their
rights and communities and to contribute meaningfully to compre-
hensive treatment evaluation. Specifically, modules on communica-
tion and personal skills, patient involvement, and engagement at both
national and European levels underscore promotion of patient
empowerment. Training sessions can be accessed online
(EUCAPA.eu).
Conclusions: The training development within the EUCAPA project
addresses the evolving landscape of joint HTA by emphasizing the
significance of patient perspectives, fostering core competencies, and
responding to the increasing demand for active patient involvement
and advocacy at both national and supranational levels.

PP61 A Decade Of Enhanced
Patient And Citizen Involvement
In Health Technology Appraisal In
Scotland

Jennifer Dickson, Daniel Cairns (daniel.cairns@nhs.scot),
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Introduction: Over the past 10 years, the Scottish Medicines Con-
sortium (SMC) has strived to strengthen the involvement of patients
and citizens in its work and improve public understanding of health
technology appraisal (HTA). A series of innovations have been
brought in since 2014 to increase levels of engagement and satisfac-
tion of participants. This work describes these and their impact.
Methods: SMC has introduced numerous transformational changes
since 2014. Innovations include a new Patient Group Partner (PGP)
registration system, strengthened patient group submission process,
participation of patient representatives at Patient and Clinician
Engagement (PACE) and SMC Committee meetings, embargoed
early release of SMC decisions to PGPs, provision of Summary
Information for PGPs (from submitting company), and revised role
of public representatives. The creation of the SMC Public Involve-
ment Network Advisory Group has underpinned these achieve-
ments, as has the provision of comprehensive one-to-one support,
information and education to PGPs. SMC has continually evaluated
the satisfaction of participating PGPs using an online questionnaire.
Results: There has been a sustained increase over the past 10 years in
both the number of patient groups engaging with SMC and the
number of PGP submissions that SMC receives. Adopting a

continuous improvement approach, working in partnership with
PGPs and public representatives, has helped SMC to ensure that
stakeholders in the HTA process are effectively engaged and
informed about the HTA of new medicines in Scotland. Surveys of
public involvement in SMC consistently show an extremely high level
of satisfaction from PGPs who work with SMC, with most PGPs
consistently rating their experience of workingwith SMCas excellent.
Conclusions: Over the past 10 years, SMC has strived to strengthen
how it involves citizens and patient representatives in HTA. Various
innovations and a continuous improvement approach have helped to
ensure that there are high levels of satisfaction and understanding of
the HTA process from patient groups who engage with SMC. This is
underpinned by a partnership approach to working.
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Introduction: In 2020, health technology assessment (HTA) became
mandatory for any newmedicine covered by public funds. The aim of
the review is to present the impact of HTA implementation despite
Russia’s full-scale war against Ukraine. Thanks to the introduced
reforms, including HTA introduction, the coverage from the public
payer in providing patients withmedicines increased from 11 percent
in 2013 to 34 percent in 2023.
Methods: This review summarizes all Department of HTA conclu-
sions with recommendations made during 2023, decisions made by
theMinistry of Health (MOH) based on these recommendations and
their impact on patient access, and the steps made to further institu-
tionalize HTA inUkraine. In 2023, the HTA guidelines formedicines
were revised based on the lessons learned and global experience along
with knowledge exchange with the United Kingdom HTA agency,
NICE International.
Results: In 2023, the HTA Department prepared 19 HTA conclu-
sions. Themajority concerned treatment of oncologic diseases (32%),
orphan diseases (21%), and multiple sclerosis (16%). HTA assess-
ments resulted in recommendations for listing (84% cases). Fifty-
three percent of medicines were recommended for managed entry
agreement, and the MOH decided to forward 10 medicines for
negotiations in 2023. Thirty-two percent of recommendations con-
sidered inclusion into the National Essential Medicines List (NEML);
16% with further access through the reimbursement program.
Almost 70 percent of total need in NEML is currently covered by
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