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L). Sut t i i i g .  I'iufessor of Historj- a t  Sotre Uanie L-niveisitj. 
1)r S uttiiig has no illusioiis about, the political aiid social tendeii- 

cies of his o\\ I I  oountrj- and makes an  ciiriiest appeal to tlie ordinar? 
Aiiiericari for a reconsideratioii ot the ideals of personal indepeii- 
denze, which he claims are beiiig sivaniped in a n-clter of legislatioil 
and industrial development. 

l l ie urgu~nents presented will be familiar to readers of Oliestei toil, 
Belloc or other Uistributist writers. The author calls for what he  
he tcrriis i t  'Green Hevolutioii' as tList.iiict from a 'Red '  revolution; 
economic independeiice is his rallying crj-, as the on11 meails to the 
eiitl o f  full  liberty for the subject. The two systems now fighting for 
siipi'eiiiactcy in democratic countries, collective socialisin and unre- 
st.ricted enterprise, are bot,li sliown to deny t,lie citizen any rrieasure 
of independence. 

I h  Kutting urges ;lniericans to join his revolution, whicli can 
uiiclerniine whichever of these monopolies proves triuniphaiit . He 

A 1' ihes .. 
have come to  be considered necessities in :lirier.ican domestic life 
would have to be discarded ; the citizen nould find the initial move 
to  an area where his own food could be grown involving niucli hard 
work; but all the extra hardships would be amplj- just.ified by the 
reward of personal independcnce. If only sufficient people were wil- 
ling to  make these sacrifices their lead would be followed, and the 
large scale profit farms and highly organised industrial areas, in fact 
the whole fabric of modern industrial democracy, would quietly rot 
away, leaving a nation of small independent land owners. 

The book is rather more practical than many others with similar 
ideals, showing a. complete grasp of the problenis involved iii  such 
a large-scale reform in modern standards of value. As the author 
points out, the advent of the atomic bomb makes a dispersal of 
population from industrial areas neither so impractical nor unpopular 
as formerly. 

IYhether Smerica's decline as an industrial nation would benefit 
deniocracq- at  present is perhaps problematic. There seeiris little hope 
that the enemies of democracy would abandon the Anierican indus- 
trial niethods incorporabed in their systems. I n  short, the weakening 
of American industrial strength, although restoring indepeiidence ta 
her citizens. might well result in their ultimate enslavement from 

, 1  

that  sacrifices will be necessary; niaii) of the things which 

forces outside American jririsdict.ion. hIhURICE MCLOUGIILIS. 

Vou Srss CSI)  ~ V E R T  I)ER ~ I E S S C H L I C I I E S  ARREIT.  By Eberhard 
IVe'elt;v, 0.1'. (Kehrle, Heidelberg 1946.) 
This is the first Dominican book to come from Germany since 

the war. wid is a careful stuc1~- of St Thomas's teaching on the 
nature and value of human work. The author has already written 
several books on social-ethical subjects, and also contributed to the 
fii-st nuriiber of the new review of the German T)orriinicans which was 
noticecl in our April number. 
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In  tlie int,roductory chti.pter the author obse r~~es  that the idea of 
work in the inodein capitalist-indust,rial world is very different fro111 
that which prevailed iii the Middle -\ges. To work is R moral human 
act and not irierel) an economic factor: work has its proper place 
in human life and is not merely a marketablc comnodity with value 
in thc struggle for enrichnient. 

‘I’he body of the book first studies tlie iiatiire of woi.k in general 
according to Y t  ‘l.lionias, and then works out the theiiie in ternis of 
’manual work’ iiecessary for thc preservation of human life, and 
‘spiritual work’ which is ’iiiirnanent’ and riot ‘ad extra’ and is pri- 
marily ordained to the sea.rch after truth. -111 humen work receives a 
value when it is seen as a reflection of the Tvorli of God ‘the great 
artist’, as a ‘hriisli-stroke painting God‘s image i l l  the norld’ (p. 
:jO-3%). -1 tloniinant ides is t,liat of vocation (far from the idea of the 
labour exchange, cf. p. 40), which plays a11 esseiitial part in  t.lie 
make-up of societ.y. The papal encyclicals are invoked to bear out t,he 
doctrine of private nrnnPrt-v that is a necessary consequence of man’s 
duty to labour iii oruer to live. St Thoniits, we are told, insists on 
this ultimate purpose of hurnaii work; and the refnrchiices to the 
’iiiendicant problem’ of the thirteenth century thei.eb1 receive B 

special interest. Seconclar~ purposes of human work are tho resultant 
self-control and the benefit to society (pp. 87 ff.). 

The ternis ‘finis opens’ and ‘finis operantis’ are ingeniously 
translated ‘ Werkziel’ and ‘Wirkziel’ respectively on p. 18, the latter 
(the intention beyond the ‘job‘ itself) providing the moral aim of the 
work. Yet there secins to ine a lacuna in the study in that there is 
no esphnation of man’s labour of love according t.o which the craft.s- 
nian does his n-ork for the very love of the thing itself. 

The author (on page 120) proposes an escape for the ~iiodeIn wor- 
ker, harnessed t,o the machine and driven to monotonous and soul- 
destroying labour: ’TVould i t  not be better, instead of leaving the 
thoughts t,o stray or filling in the hours with inane chatter, to make 
a virtue of necessity and without, prejridicc to t,he work to use the 
time for the contemplation of  divine and ennobliiig truths? ‘ But 
this seems too sanguine a hope. Yet, as the author observes at the 
end, any reform must take int.0 account the whole of human life 
before God, and so bring to misguided humanity ‘den erhofften und 
sehnsuchtsvoll erwartet.en Segen’. 

SEI1ASTIAS Rl‘I,J.OI;(iH, 0.P. 
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