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arouse any avoidable anxiety or pain, and concealed his illness as long as possible, 
though he had operations and treatments for it in the United States. He hoped, I think, 
to live, with the kind of bodily hope that goes on long after the mind has received and 
accepted doom. He was talking of writing another novel, and planning a study of 
historical theories in relation to the time and place of their origin. 

These are only the most scrappy of notes about one of the greatest figures of our 
time. I will conclude them by quoting the remark of a lawyer, with no illusions about 
people, who knew him well. 

‘Aldous Huxley? I never knew a man of letters so close to being a saint.‘ 
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