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Thfb first hundred pages, after the introductory 20-page history
O criticism, are occupied with an orderly tabulation of the facts
®ncerned with the determination of the Canon of the Old Testa-
fnent‘ the Hebrew text, and the early versions, including in the
Atter section a noteworthy account of the recent (1941) theories
8bout the LXX version propounded by Prof. Kahle. All these sec-
10ns are packed with useful facts, dates, ete. Reference is however
rlﬂic}llt since there is no index and the Danish printer uses no
eu“nlng heads to the pages. The contents-page, at the back, is how-
Ver very analytical.

f‘ course the author is not a Catholic, and there seems to be a
%nsistent exclusion of reference to Catholic work. The absence
¢ 80 index makes it impossible to check this entirely, but the
acﬁ_'ﬁhat ‘RB’ does not come into the list of abbreviations supports

€ Impression received while reading and glancing at the footnotes.

& aforementioned introduction obviously intends to arrive quickly
b the point in history where the older criticism gives way to the
Dew literary history, and the patristic and medieval periods are
Smissed in half a page. But when we come to the contemporary
iCene we find this amusing paragraph: ‘The whole world is working
Ogether now. Even Roman Catholic theology, which from the
t}?glr}ning of the twentieth century is so severly tied up through
-® Institution of the Papal Bible Commission, is sharing in the
1Scussion in spite of all restrictions and reservations.” These words
ar out the impression that the professor has not troubled to
Go_ns_u]t Catholic authors, or even to see what Pius XII said in
S’vl?lo afflante Spiritu (par. 89-40, C.T.S. ed.) in 1943 about the
Pecial importance of the line of study which in this book he is

Vocating. Sometimes the footnotes are to secondary sources, and

€ bibliographies are not all they might be. The section on the
leulgate, apart from the oddity of referring to St Jerome as ‘the
thamgfd’ and not very amiable, Father’, has a weak passage on
te & history of the printed text, it being stated that the Clementine
aXt of 1592 superseded the Sixtine of 1590 because of ‘the Jesuits
1d their influence’—which hardly represents the scholarly labours
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f Cardinal Toletus. SeBasTiaX BurwoucH, O.P.

Draw Near mo Go. By D. H. Southgate. (Oxford University
ress; 6s.)

e meditations set out in this book are suitable for all who wish
an raw near to God by prayer. They are chosen with great taste
M reflect the author’s experience as a missionary. Thoughts are
g:en for the greater feasts of the year and for all the needs and
uscumstances of the Christian life. The method suggested for tl}e
b Of the meditations may at first sight appear elaborate but will
® founq in practice to be quite simple. The idea of joining with

others, either in spirit or in actual fact, is very praiseworthy.
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