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The third and final volume of The Cambridge History of the Vietnam
War examines key domestic, regional, and international devel-
opments in the period before and after the war’s end, includ-
ing its legal, environmental, and memorial legacies. The latter
stages of the Vietnam War witnessed its apex as a Cold War
crucible. The Sino-Soviet dispute, Sino-American rapproche-
ment, Soviet-American détente, and global counterculturalism
served in various ways to elevate the already high profile and
importance of the conflict, as did its expansion into Cambodia
and Laos. After the “fall” of Saigon to communist-led forces and
Vietnam'’s formal reunification in 1975-6, Hanoi’s persecution
of former enemies, discrimination against ethnic Chinese, and
economic mismanagement triggered a massive migratory crisis
that redefined international refugee policies. In time, the migra-
tion changed the demographic landscape of cities across North
America and Europe and continued to impact our world long
after the conflict ended.

P1ERRE ASSELIN holds the Dwight E. Stanford Chair in
US Foreign Relations History at San Diego State University. He
is the author of A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of
the Paris Agreement, Hanoi’s Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965, and
Vietnam’s American War, now in its second edition.
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Split into three volumes, The Cambridge History of the Vietnam
War brings together seventy-five leading experts on the war from
across the world, covering the late colonial era to present-day leg-
acies, using diverse methodologies and approaches. When did the
fighting begin, why and how did it escalate, and in what manner
did the violence end and the legacies endure? These are some of
the fundamental questions that have consumed scholars, whose
works trigger more questions than offer definitive answers. The
volumes seek neither to reconcile past arguments, enflame ongo-
ing disputes, nor set off new debates — instead, they intend to cel-
ebrate the diversity and differences in scholarship and attest to the
indisputable importance of this conflict in global history. From
decision-making in the corridors of power, to everyday life at war
on the battlefront and homefront, to cultural legacies of the war
on a global level, the three volumes present the most exhaustive
and authoritative treatment of the seminal conflict.
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