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go to dispro\-e his opening words. For a.fter reviewing t.he h t .  
att.empts a t  writing and showing us the glories of the Greek papyri, 
the perfections of Chinese calligraphx, the solemnities of the Honian 
inscription.s, the niagnaniinit,) of the uncials, he reviews the elabora- 
tions of the later Middle Ages which lead ei-entuall?- to the flounders 
in the nineteenth c e n t u p  through the perfection of printing 
machines. 13ut that  was not the end of the storj ,  and he concludes 
with three beautiful pages-t,he Dacre Press Bible, Gill’s Joannu and 
the written style of tlie 13remer Precse. It. is strange that  the author 
should continue to suspect a decline, for this ar t  of calligraphy and 
print.ing is surel j  one of the great hopes of t,he times. For it reveals 
B final revulsion froni the slaverj- to technique and orniiment. There 
is todax a far greater tcndeiicy t,o employ and to prefer simplicity iii 
lettering, t.itlt. page and book product.ion : vulgarity is more fre- 
quently reserved for t.he jacket. Perhaps there is too much reliance 
on the sculptured tratlitions set up by men like Bodoni, but there 
has been a considerable return to the calligraphic forins iii part due 
to the great influence of Edward Johnstone, who iI-ith William 
Morris justly finds a mention in these pages. But  the recent history 
offers hope that in  other forms of mechanised art men may learn 
to throw off the bondagc of industrial production, and the worship 
of the tawdry aiid the elaborate-though t.here does still remain the 
decline in personal haiidwriting. The book contains a valuable pedi- 
gree tree of the European stxles, and i t  should certainly be acquired 
as a collection of rnilestones in the etory of the art. It i s  instructive 
and leittls to tlie very serious consideration of an art which is iimv 
‘emploxctl and desecrated’ by all in  a universally educated world. It 
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THISKISG IT OVER. By Thornas F. \l-oodlo;k. (Declan 1. lIc3lulleii 

Ihis  is N WfreShiilg book. I t  is es])eci:dly so to oiie ivho \\.as 
nauseated for f i ~ - e  ant1 :I half years b -  the opportunism, the bowing 
to expediency. the soft-peda.lling (h use a verJ- mild term) of Papal 
pronouncc~ments. the exceptionall)- feeble respoiise given hj-  English 
Catholics to Papal leadership and to the 0rdina.q appeals of liumaiiity. 

Here are a hundred or so essaj-s selected from the late Thomas 
Woodlock’s column in the TVnll Streef  Journal. T h e -  cover the war- 
period and the crisis that  preceded i t ;  tlicy deal with all the problems 
that latterly have been uppermost in  inen’s minds, juridical, educn- 
t iond, soientific, sociml and econoniie. I t  might be thought that these 
short t.opical papers date. They do not:  t h e j  are reniarkably per- 
tinent. To disagree radically with some of the author’s implicntions in 
the field of economics is mere1-j to witmess to t,he stimulating forth- 
rightness of his opinions. S o  one will den)- t,hat the bodv of them 
shows a sariit.y in the fullest sense and a. knowledge of the affairs of 
mankind that is inore than morldly wisdom. The book is unmistak- 
ably the work of one u-ho has made full use of access to the ideals and 
traditions of the Catholic Church. 
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