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Among the Mende in Sierra Leone: the letters from
Sjoerd Hofstra (1934-36)

Edited and translated by his daughter Marijke Gijswijt-Hofstra

This book offers a unique look behind the scenes of anthropological
fieldwork amongst the Mende in Sierra Leone in the mid-1930s.
The Dutch anthropologist and sociologist Sjoerd Hofstra (1898-
1983), Rockefeller research fellow of the International Institute of

§ African Languages and Cultures and one of Bronislaw Malinowski's
three 'Mandarins' (as were also Meyer Fortes and S. Frederick
Nadel), reports in long, bi-weekly letters to his adoptive mother
about his experiences with the Mende. During his first stay in Sierra
Leone (January 1934 - March 1935), Hofstra got blackwater fever, a
complication of malaria tropica. His second stay (May - September
1936) came to an untimely end because he again developed
symptoms of blackwater fever and was advised to return to Europe. Because of this his
fieldwork remained unfinished, and Hofstra never got round to publishing the planned book
on the Mende. However, Hofstra published four articles on the Mende in English,
photocopies of which are included in this book. Next to these articles Hofstra's letters to his
adoptive mother contain valuable first-hand information about his fieldwork. His daughter,
cultural and social historian Marijke Gijswijt-Hofstra, has edited and translated these letters,
while also including contextual information.

Available from the African Studies Centre webshop for €20
www.ascwebshop.nl
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Cambridge University Press and the International
African Institute are proud to announce
the launch of the Africa Bibliography as

a fully-searchable online database. -

Now including:

e Full Bibliographic records
Including books, journal articles and chapters

Classification by region, country
and subject

Advanced search functionality
Using quick search, advanced Boolean, faceted search
and browse options

Full-text linking
Through CrossRef and Google Scholar

OpenURL compatible

Multiple search export formats
Compatible with all familiar citation management software tools

Sign up for a FREE trial at africabibliography.cambridge.org
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Editors

Cheikh A. Babou, University of Pennsylvania, USA
Barbara Cooper, Rutgers University, USA

Lynn M. Thomas, University of Washington, Seattle, USA
Richard Reid, SOAS, University of London, UK

The Journal of African History publishes articles and
book reviews ranging widely over the African past, from
ancient times to the present. Historical approaches to
all time periods are welcome. In recent years increasing
prominence has been given to economic, cultural and
social history and several articles have explored themes
which are also of growing interest to historians of other
regions such as: gender roles, demography, health and
hygiene, propaganda, legal ideology, labour histories,
nationalism and resistance, environmental history, the
construction of ethnicity, slavery and the slave trade, and
photographs as historical sources. Contributions dealing
with pre-colonial historical relationships between Africa
and the African diaspora are especially welcome, as are
historical approaches to the post-colonial period.

For free online content visit:
http://journals.cambridge.org/afh
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African Studies
Review

Published for the African Studies Association

Editors

Elliot Fratkin, smith College, USA
Sean Redding, Amherst College, USA
Editor Emerita

Mitzi Goheen, Amherst College, USA

African Studies Review (ASR) is the principal academic
and scholarly journal of the African Studies Association.
ASR appears three times per year in April, September,
and December, and is one of the many benefits of
membership. The mission of the ASR is to publish the
highest quality articles, as well as book and film reviews
in all academic disciplines that are of interest to the
interdisciplinary audience of ASA members.

For free online content visit:
http://journals.cambridge.org/asr
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Medical
History

An International Journal for the History of Medicine
and Related Sciences

Editor
Sanjoy Bhattacharya, University of York, UK

Medical History is a refereed journal devoted to all
aspects of the history of medicine, health and related
sciences, with the goal of broadening and deepening

the understanding of the field, in the widest sense, by
historical studies of the highest quality. It is associated
with the European Association for the History of Medicine
and Health, the Asian Society for the History of Medicine,
and the World Health Organization's Global Health
Histories initiative. The membership of the Editorial

Board reflects the commitment to the finest international
standards in refereeing of submitted papers and the
reviewing of books.

For free online content visit:
http://journals.cambridge.org/mdh
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INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
The editors are pleased to receive manuscripts for publication in Africa. For detailed submission instructions, see
journals.cambridge.org/aft/ifc.

Manuscripts are considered for publication on the understanding that they have neither been published nor submitted for
publication elsewhere. Manuscripts should not exceed 8,000 words (excluding bibliography and notes). Contributors should
note that copyright in all articles appearing in the journal is vested in the International African Institute. Contributors will
receive twenty offprints and a pdf e-print of their article. Reviewers will receive a pdf e-print of their review.

All correspondence, including books for review, should be sent to The Editors, AFRICA, c/o Centre of West African
Studies, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT, UK.

Editors: iai-africa@contacts.bham.ac.uk

Book reviews: iai-reviews @contacts.bham.ac.uk

Africa Bibliography

Africa Bibliography is the authoritative guide to works in African studies, providing a rich and interactive resource for the
study of Africa. Published under the auspices of the International African Institute since 1984, the Bibliography is available
in print or online on its own or as part of a subscription to Africa. For further details see journals.cambridge.org/afb.

Africa and the Africa Bibliography are publications of the International African Institute,
www.internationalafricaninstitute.org.

Africa is published by Cambridge University Press for the International African Institute.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Africa (ISSN: 0001-9720) is published quarterly in February, May, August and November by Cambridge University Press
for the International African Institute. The four parts form one annual volume. The 2014 subscription price for Africa
Volume 84 is £81 (US$166) for print and electronic access for individuals. The electronic-only rate is £54 (US$105) for
individuals. Single parts are priced at £75 (US$148). Institutional subscription prices for Volume 84 of Africa include the
annual Africa Bibliography and are £324 (US$572) for print plus electronic access, £243 (US$434) for

electronic-only access. The online version of the Africa Bibliography is a fully searchable database and includes multiple
years. For further information, visit http://journals.cambridge.org/afb

All prices include delivery by air if appropriate, and exclude VAT. EU subscribers (outside the UK) who are not registered
for VAT should add VAT at their country’s rate. VAT registered members should provide their VAT registration number.
Japanese prices for institutions (including ASP delivery) are available from Kinokuniya Company Ltd, P.O. Box 55,
Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan.

Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may be sent to a bookseller, subscription agent or direct to the publisher:
Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK; or in the USA,
Canada and Mexico: Cambridge University Press, Journals Fulfillment Department, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack,
New York 10994-2133. Copies of the journal for subscribers in the USA, Canada and Mexico are sent by air to

New York to arrive with minimum delay. Postmaster: send address changes in USA, Canada and Mexico to Africa, Journals
Fulfillment Department, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack, New York 10994-2133; or e-mail subscriptions_newyork @
cambridge.org

Claims for missing issues will only be considered if made immediately on receipt of the subsequent issue.

COPYING

This journal is registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA.
Organizations in the USA who are also registered with the C.C.C. may, therefore copy material (beyond the limits
permitted by sections 107 and 108 of U.S. Copyright law) subject to payment to the C.C.C of the per copy fee of $15.00.
This consent does not extend to multiple copying for promotional or commercial purposes. Code 1740-0228/14.

ISI Tear Sheet Service, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104, USA, is authorized to supply single copies of separate
articles for private use only. Organizations authorized by the Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy material, subject
to the usual conditions. For all other use, permission should be sought from Cambridge or from the American Branch of
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