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Jer the impact of its intellecual growth on the one hand and 
or its environment on the other undergoes a certain deforma- 
tion LO which it has in due course to adjust itself. I t  is only 
when the adjustment is faulty or inadequate that the complexes 
may develop along pathological lines. 

l h e  main purpose of this study lies in pointing out the paths 
along which this development lies and the pitfalls that may be 
encountered on the way. 

Though development is continuous it falls naturally onto 
certain well-marked stages, beginning with infancy, with its 
characteristic quality of dependence on the family and surround- 
ings to the gradual emergence of persoiial ambition and effort 
towards indqpendence and domination to the final achievement 
of a definite adult psychological and moral attitude to the world. 
'I'his, however, is not the whole of the problem, for in the 
Christian family the child comes into contact with religion and 
with God, especially a t  the period of the school and catechism. 
Tracing the development and quality of religious and moral 
notions forming in the child's mind the author points out the 
danger, only too real, of an inferior teaching of Catholicism, 
as, for instance, presenting God in such theoretic and unintel- 
ligible terms that it turns to lesser deities and holds a form of 
religion which in fact scarcely goes beyond a rudimentary 
polytheism. 

AIDAN ELRINGTON, O.P. 

N O T I C E S  
THY CONFERENCES OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL TO THE SISTERS 

OF CHARITY. Vols. I and 11. Translated by Joseph Leonard, 
C.M. 

The words of the Superior General of the Congregation of 
the Mission with reference to the publication of the ' Corre- 
spondence ' of St.  Vincent de Paul, are surely equally true with 
regard to these Conferences. He says that the object in pub- 
lishing the letters is ' to make this hero of charity better known, 
for he is more generally praised than known, and to attain your 
goal with greater certainty, you preferred, by allowing him to 
give utterance to his own thoughts, feelings, aspirations and 
designs, to present us with a faithful portrait painted by him- 
self,' In his conferences as in his letters, we can see the real 
man and the real saint revealed. This is all the more true 
since these are not studied and artikial  discourses, but simple, 
familiar and intimate talks. A spiritual Father conversing with 
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his spiritual daughters, he first encourages them to open their 
hearts and to speak their thoughts to him: then taking these 
thoughts as his inspiration he pours out to them his own, by 
which theirs are developed, enlarged, corrected or explained. 
So it is not the learning or wisdom of this or that great writer 
that he gives them, but the self-revealing thoughts of his in- 
nermost soul. 

True we do not see the Saint and feel the influence of his 
personality, but in these written conferences we too can now 
read his most intimate thoughts; can see the springs and motive 
power of his heroic actions. We can learn, above all, that only 
those who think great and noble thoughts can do great and 
noble deeds. That only if our thoughts are filled with God will 
we work the works of God. 
Fr. Leonard is doing a most valuable work in making these 

Conferences more accessible to English readers. 
E.L.K. 
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