Reviews

MARY, MOTHER OF THE LORD, by Karl Rahner; Herder-Nelson, 1s5s.

Newman once remarked, in connection with certain devotions and their lang~
uage about Mary, that it would be a strange son who measured his praise of his
mother, and a mean spirit to censure such enthusiasm. Fr Rahner has writte?
a scries of theological meditations which demonstrate that there can be an exact
theology written in joy and love.

He presents us with an understanding of Mary that is immediately relevant ©
each one of us. Mary shews what God does for each one of us if we let him.
her privileges derive from sources which are the springs of our lives also, Sinless
she yet represents not the wonder of the paradise garden, but “the perfect victory
of the grace of Christ in the weakness of the flesh’, the woman who is redeem¢®
As in his larger theological works Rahner stresses our unity in one flesh with
Christ who was born of Mary. The flesh is already saved in a woman ‘who has
wept, suffered and died like the rest’. Rahner understands a scriptural mariology
as one which opens out a theological anthropology enabling us to understa™
how it is that the praise of man is also the praise of God who has called man to
his own life.

Mary is the perfect Christian because she perfectly fulfilled her part in the
history of the salvation of men, her actions serving the salvation of other®
devoted to all others from the beginning to the end of time. Mary is the peffe‘ft
Christian because she received God not in abstractions and figures but it j
Incarnate Word, in grace and in flesh and blood. She gave herself wholly to G°
and her actions were wholly within his will. Her perpetual virginity is a sigh
the total dedication of her whole being and life to the service of God and th°
people of God. Her motherhood is a sign of how much God loves men and whs
glory he has prepared for those who return his love.We too have been made
holy temple of God. In us too he dwells. We too are filled with his light and 1€
We too have received the free gift of his love. "

Maryisasign of the Church, the community of the redeemed. And the Chur¢
is the visible and tangible work of God set among the nations. If the word Oftliz
Church proclaiming a holy faith is to be heard by men the Church must be?
to point to one at least who has received the full effect of redemption bZ’ t 4
grace of God, in whom God has a perfect victory, as a promise to men that
does not give the Spirit in measure’. Mary is one of the human race in which €2
is dependant not only on God but upon all other men in whom and throug
whom as his co-workers God brings about the realisation of our friendship W
him. No doctrine concerning Mary, says Rahner, could have importanc®
significance for us if it were not the case that ‘each of us is responsible for
salvation of his brethren, and can and must intercede for them with praye*
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Sacnflce. and aid’. Mary is mother of the Lord and our mother. She is not a
nleo;trlx as Christ is mediator, but she is a mediatrix as we are mcdi;ators. She
i gsto us as we belong to one another. We are to bear one another’s burdens
wrour daily Jives as parents and teachers and priests and doctors and members of
in“: (iuﬁl‘ws. Itis ‘.wonderful to }'ead such May Devotions, to realise Mary’s v&./ork
st inWorslnppmg community and to realise the work of all the b_aptlsed,
ant for § together, the holy company of the redeemed, bound together, import-
one another, before the eyes of God.
Orgx‘}:e end of one of these meditations Rahn.cr prays ‘May the blessed Virgin
us for having spoken more about man in general than about her alone.
n :ﬁ”}?s meant’, In all that he says about Mary we see ourselves transfigured, and
ord ise says about us we see Mary as our example, the woman who because the
with her prays for us now.
HAMISH SWANSTON

T
HE coming oF HIS KINGDOM, by Alois Winklhofer; Herder-Nelson, 30s.

Tix:e igylftians made a covenant w.ith Death, and their memor?als shalli lie
Curiog; the {\syan waters, ;‘m‘d their graves be plundered to §aF1sf),r the idle
ord 8’ of visitors to tbc British Muscum. ‘Tam a God of the .hvmg , says the
part t N ur expectation is of an étf:rnal kingdom and our hope is certain. What
oo en, has death in our condition? Karl Rahner has presented us with a theo-
X 8Y of death, Teilhard de Chardin has urged us to share his vision of the last
&, now Fr Winklhofer issues a set of theses, ill-disguised by pious rhetoric
ei;i{ier.enccs to second-rate modern noyels, as a commentary on the deatl‘l of
bl vidual anc'l the end o_f the wor’ld. W{nklhofer is descrl.bed inas rn.enf:laaous
by s one 1_mght meet in a year’s rFadmg as having -rel}ed on the 1n51gh.ts of
it and Teilhard and at the same time placed these insights in the matrix of
.nal theology.
theolols- introduction to tbe book fr Matthew O’Connell la.mcnts that biblical
C°Iningmgs haYe l‘ately paid attention to death, t.hc resurrection an.d the s.econd
sayg Sogl‘o IC,hrISF at the expense of the mterr.nedlz%tc reahn?s of .whlch Scripture
fogres tttle”. Winklhofer, bowever, ren‘1ed1cs this sorry situation. If we are to
gy ﬁ n our underg:andmg of .the faith prese.ntcd in scripture we must of
ave a developing dogmatic and speculative theology which is alive to
- Questions in the Christian community. But the kind of book, of which
of g ofC.r has produced an example, which regards scripture as a compendium
% mgmatlc remarks to be adduced when rcaso.ning has h:?d .its way, does not
turg IrnuCh to the purpose. Three examples of his charactenst@ misuse of scrip-~
Win evelation may be CIlOllgh to-shew t}}e 'fo]’l\/ at work in various ways.
hj‘nself"otfet states w1thc?ut qu:?h'ﬁcatlon that Ellas. in Mt. 17. It refers.to. Chn?t
tive . -th ut Mt. 17. 13 is cxpllc.1t1y f)pposcd to this interpretation. He is insensi~
¢ strangeness of tone in his remark that ‘Scripture confirms the pro-
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