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Special German Issue

This special issue on German politics was planned about a year
and a half ago. The editors believed that the forthcoming federal
election in December 1987 would furnish an appropriate occasion
for reflection on the current and future condition of the West German
polity. They proceeded with their plans amid speculation that the
forthcoming election would solidify current tendencies in West
German politics and at the same time suggest major undercurrents
of change with respect to the Federal Republic’s role as a principal
actor in the conflict between East and West. We originally planned
to publish an issue organized exclusively around the 1987 election.
Instead, we chose five articles that deal with various aspects of con-
temporary German politics. We tended to choose broadly interpre-
tive essays or highly informative ones drawing attention to new forces
in Germany or neglected aspects of its political system. In addi-
tion, we commissioned eleven scholars to review sixteen different
books on Germany. Finally, the editors would like to thank the Con-
ference Group on German Politics for its help in expanding the com-
petition for articles earmarked for this special issue. We also wish
to acknowledge the assistance of George Romoser in its early
planning.

The Editors
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