
194 BLICKFRIARS 

AT EL^ 17, NEW ETCHINGS AND ENGRAVINGS by Members of the 
Group. PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS by Lord Methuen. PAINTIXGS 
by Ivon Hitchens. At the Leicester Galleries. From March 12th 
to April 2nd. 

The merely photographic rendering of the object obsetved is of 
course aesthetically deplorable, but the entirely abstract interprets- 
tion of the universe can be equally unsatisfactory. ‘the latter is true 
of the greater number of the works exhibited by members of Atelier 
17. Because as craftsmen they possess a faultless command over their 
tools, it is disappointing to discover that as artists they are singularly 
devoid of vision. It must not be inferred from this that any departure 
from a literal conception of the forms around us necessarily results in 
an absence of vision-that most certainly is not the case. l h e  lack 
of inspiration, which becomes apparent upon closer scrutiny, is often 
obscured by an understanding of design and the capacity to apply 
that knowledge. Amongst the exhibits by this group Leo Katz’s 
Pegasus and Jacques Lipchitz’s Minotaur are more satisfactory. I n  
both these instances the artists appear to be fired by an enthusiasm 
which carries them beyond the limits of mere technical ability. 

Lord Methuen’s paintings and drawings are not remarkable for any 
particular quality; the treatment of the subjects is conventional 
and in Farleigh Hunderford: Morning he displays an apparent ignor- 
ance of some of the rudiments of composition. 

The lyrical mood which predominates in Ivon Hitchens’s paintings 
is enhanced by sensitive and delightful use of colour. They are power- 
fully conceived and the disposition of the shapes is balanced and 
pleasing. H e  see8 things mainly in terms of their planes and is 
successful in creating an illusion of space and recession. 

M. SHIRLEY. 
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