
After a pause of five
years, «Physis» is resuming pu-
blication. As before, it will be
published under the auspices of
the Domus Galilaeana, but with
a reorganised and renewed
Board of Editors and administra-
tion, and a new Board of Adviso-
ry Editors; publication will be
thrice yearly. In following on in
the footsteps of the old «Pnysis»,
the New Series will continue to
provide the scholarly communi-
ty with a journal dedicated to
high standards in original and
critical scholarship.

«Physis» was created in
1959 at the initiative of the
Domus Galilaeana of Pisa, the
Institute and Museum of the
History of Science in Florence,
the National Museum of Scien-
ce and Technology in Milan, the
Italian Group for the History of
Science, and the Publishing
Firm Leo S. Olschki, and was the
unique Italian periodical specifi-
cally dedicated to the history of
science. For thirty years, the
journal has followed and sup-
ported the growth in Italy of our
discipline, a discipline that has
still to be fully recognized either
by the university system or by
the cultured public.

How different the situa-
tion has become: thanks to the
work of the Pisan Institute and
the loyalty and solidarity of the
many scholars associated with
it, many Professorships in the
History of Science have been
created in Italy in the last ten
years, thus giving rise to various
lively centres of research. It is
fitting, therefore, that the revi-
ved and renewed «Physis»
should reflect this enlarged insti-
tutional setting of the communi-
ty of history of science in Italy.

As in the previous series,
the journal will continue to wel-
come contributions from both
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Italian and non-Italian authors.
The languages of the journal will
be English, Italian, French, Ger-
man and Spanish, and articles
will always be accompanied by
long summaries in English. The
journal will cover all major
aspects of the field: History of
Astronomy, Mathematics, Phy-
sics, Chemistry, Natural Philo-
sophy, Earth Sciences, Medici-
ne, Natural History and Biology,
Technology. The journal will
also be open to contributions in
the history of the human scien-
ces, institutions, scientific in-
struments, as well as the histo-
riography of science and the
history of relationships between
science and philosophy, science
and technology, science and
society, and other crucial inter-
disciplinary and border-line is-
sues.

The Journal will not spe-
cialize in any particular field of
historical period, but wishes in-
stead to offer a wide range of
work on different subjects and
periods and of a high level of
scholarships, but from various

points of view, and taking a va-
riety of styles of approach, with
the intention that the journal
should reach not only specialist
historians but also a wider rea-
dership in the history of science.
The journal will consist of arti-
cles divided in sections as fol-
lows: «Research Papers*,
«Texts and Documents*, «No-
tes and Discussions*, «News
and Information*, «Book Re-
views*, and «Books Received*.
All articles proposed for publi-
cation will be submitted by the
editors to the Editorial Board
and two referees of international
standing.

In the first - and major -
section of each issue will be pu-
blished substantive articles re-
flecting original research, new
results or critical commentary of
lasting scholarly value. The pu-
blication (with commentary) of
documents, letters, laboratory
notes and unpublished writings
of particular historical interest of
past scientists will be hosted in
the second section. In the third
will be found critical - indeed,
perhaps provocative - discus-
sions and proposals and prelimi-
nary sketches of incomplete
works that may be of interest to
scholars, or may spark off intere-
sting debate. The «News and In-
formation* section will deal
mostly with news and announce-
ments concerning the history of
science in Italy, with news of
conferences and seminars, and
the work and activities of rele-
vant academic societies, re-
search groups, university de-
partments, and institutes. The
«Books Reviews* section will
cover a selection of the more
important and interesting publi-
cations in all the languages co-
vered by the journal, reviewed
by scholars from Italy and
abroad.
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The Editorial Committee welcomes submissions dealing with any aspect of Arabic sciences and
philosophy, including comparative studies, from a historical perspective. Articles for consideration,
which may be in French or English, should be submitted to:

Professor Roshdi Rashed Dr Basim Musallarr.
Equipe REHSEIS Centre of Middle Eastern Studies
CNRS Sidgwick Avenue
49rueMirabeau Cambridge CB3 9DA
75016 Paris England
France

General editorial correspondence should be sent to Madame Aline Auger at the Paris address.

1 Articles should normally be between 4000 and 8000 words. Two copies should be submitted
together with an abstract of up to 200 words.

2 Manuscripts should be typed on one side of the paper only in double spacing throughout (including
notes) with generous margins. Contribu ors are encouraged to prepare their papers on a Macintosh
using Microsoftword 4.0 and, once accepted, to provide a Macintosh disk of the final version
together with the hardcopy printout.

3 Footnotes should be numbered consecutively through the manuscript.

4 Bibliographical references should be given in full at the first mention in the notes and a short title
used thereafter. Abbreviations and place of publication should be in the language of the main text.

Examples:
Al-Hwarizml, Kitab al-gabr wa al-muqabala, ed. 'All Mustafa MuSarrafa and Muhammad Mursi

Ahmad (Cairo, 1939).
John Beckmann, A History of Inventions, Discoveries and Origins, 4th edn, trans. William Johnstone,

2 vols. (London, 1846), vol. I.
Paul Kraus, 'Plotin chez les Arabes: Remarques sur un nouveau fragment de la paraphrase arabe des

Enniadts', Bulletin de Vlnstitut d'Egypte, 23 (1941): 263-95.
Otto Neugebauer, A History of Ancient Mathematical Astronomy, 3 vols., Studies in the History of

Mathematics and Physical Sciences 1 (Berlin and New York, 1975).

Short titles:
Al-Hwarizmi, Kitab al-gabr, p . 90.
Beckmann, A History of Inventions, 1,16-21.
Kraus, 'Plotin chez les Arabes', pp. 265-68.
Neugebauer, Ancient Mathematical Astronomy, 1,17-18.

5 Contributors may use either British or American conventions for spelling and punctuation, but
should ensure that conventions are used consistently throughout the paper.

6 Arabic script should be used only when essential. In general Arabic should be transliterated using
the following system:
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7 Maps and diagrams (figures) and tables should be submitted on separate pages. Figures may be
submitted in rough draft initially. However, when a submission has been accepted for publication,
authors are responsible for providing camera-ready versions. Figures (which may include
photographs) and tables should each be numbered consecutively in arable numerals. A separate,
double-spaced list of figure captions should be provided.

8 Contributors should keep one copy of the typescript for correcting proofs. First proofs may be read
by contributors provided that they can give the editors an address through which they can be
reached without delay and can guarantee to return the corrected proofs to the designated editor, by
airmail where necessary, within three days of receiving them. Corrections should normally be
restricted to printer's errors.

9 Contributors of accepted articles will be asked to assign their copyright, on certain conditions, to
Cambridge University Press to help protect their material.
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