284. THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

meditation upon what goes before them in the history of the soul of
Mary. This is therefore the main theme, a series of contemplations &
the soul of Mary. '

His way of taking principles straight out of the theology (even the
metaphysical) books and showing how their light shines through the
ordinary truths, that we are used to, is customary on the continent b¥
rare in England. He is one of the few, the very few, who do it WCH;

There are forty-seven chapters in 164 pages; forty-seven reflecti?®
devotional essays, progressive, connected, carefully and surely bringi2é
us to a better understanding of the mind and heart of our Mother. Se
condemns, en passant, the very strange idea that has got about la¢ /
that our Lady’s knowledge of the divinity of Jesus was at first not ©
imperfect but non-existent. This whim of one or two writers (VYhC‘ be
not by any means authorities in Marian theology) should, I think, e
left to die of inanition. It has no support among serious students of

theology of our Lady. GErARD M. CoORR, 0-5M

CurisTIANITY 15 REVOLUTIONARY. By Maurice Fraigneux, with cf
preface by Gonzague de Reynold, translated by Emma Crauf®
(Cassell; 12s. 6d.) a0
M. Fraigneux is concerned with the problems that face ChIS®

today, but, rather than highlight those problems and examit® ot

approach to them in isolation, he prefers to paint a gigantic backp by

that shows our modern problems in perspective; and he does 50 1,

indicating how the Church of Christ has met similar problems

ast. e

d It is not just with the Christian era that the author is con'cerﬂdle

because with a real sense of history his backpiece begins W’IUsiIlg

Jews and with God’s message to them: ‘T am the Lord thy God. [0

the prophets as pegs for his theme, he traces the religious 1€¥¢

maintained by the prophets throughout Israel’s history. _ash
The element that M. Fraigneux finds in the Jewish prophes 4 o

later does in the Church’s prophets—is love, love of Go4 * -

neighbour. Conscious as he is all the time of the modern social P rcd pot

and seeing the need for tremendous charity to solve it, W¢ nehcts i

be surpriscd that the social part of the message of the P(;OPagaiﬂst

brought out. The stand that the author of Ecclesiastes 14 318 oth?
social oppression is clearly shown and the same is done £0f

prophets described. ough the
There was a great hope that never ceased to breathe thécro

history of literature of the Israelites and this was fulfilled a® on 0%

by Christ. Again the message offered was a spiritual one b3S fheights'

a message which raised humanity to hitherto undreamed ©
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. The second part of the book is devoted to the revolution worked
e é}nd time again in the Church by St Augustine, St Dominic, St
e;anQS, St Ignatius and St Teresa. This part leads on naturally to an
. aIE: anation that although the revolutionary nature of Christianity
40 be 1uustrated by picking out such highlights, the revolution itself
asa continuous one so that the whole history of the Church appears

3 unfolding of the successive phases of a continuous revolution.
need S revolutionary nature of the Church, its evangelical spirit,
20 $ t0 remain faithful to its initial orientation because it can easily
ea“ray. Yet while this danger does exist it does not justify checking
musrte‘gOlutlongry spirit. Side by side with the reforms of the prophets
o o s Mentioned the work done by councils, the development and
cennChment of the heritage of theology, philosophy and liturgy.
of these developments owes its origin to the revolutionary spirit

:E;l the Church, on pain of sclerosis, must always be sending new blood
ough its arterjes.
Thesatlllle Church faces the world today this new blood is very necessary.

thor. finds no real cause for discouragement as he examined the
Position, but the need is always there for the new blood—in this
among the laity as well as among the clergy.

Present
Cage

R. P. Waisu

EARLYIEAT%EERS FROM THE PrILOKALIA. Selected and translated from
X lelﬁsmn t)ext by E. Kadloubovsky and G. E. H. Palmer. (Faber

5 358,
at{ilfs Pél 'lf’kalia is a collection of the writings of the Eastern spiritual
f Moy ted by the Metropolitan Macarius of Corinth and a monk
% note Athos, Nicodemus, and published in 1782. (It is interesting
Presented ?)t the copy of the first edition in the British Museum was
orth Y the Hon. Frederick North, younger son of the Lord
A cenpe Vas received into the Orthodox Church in Corfu in 1791.)
the Wtoliiy _latcr Bishop Theophan Govorov, ‘the Recluse’, translated
W3S from Mto Russian, re-editing and considerably enlarging it. It
G.g, H this Russian version that Mr E. Kadloubovsky and Mr
% Prayep of i produced the volume of Writings from the Philokalia
" of the Heart, published by Messrs Faber & Faber in 1951 and
tolub; TR OF THE SprmrT at the time. And it is from the same
of Spirity € that the same translators now give a further selection
Wiltings in general. Of the nine writers represented,
. .bot, StIsaac the Syrian and St Maximus the Confessor
Cetic, Abaml ar names; the others are less well-known: Mark the
‘Elmdentiﬁed '13 Evagrius, Nilus of Sinai, Abba Dorotheus and an -
Bt angd e heodore, All these lived long before the Church in the
Church in the West had so disastrously fallen apart; but

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300013173 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300013173

