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upper and lower worlds of The Time-Machine are an example; they are inter- 
preted by Wells himself as a biological development of the split in modem 
capitalist society, but the ease and power with which Wells draws up images 
of horror and decay suggests that they are rooted more deeply in some malaise 
of the psyche or in the world of the archetypes. The pre-occupation too with 
the scientist-adchemist, evident already in The Chronic Argonauts (reprinted in 
an appendix here), a work writtem when Wells was twenty-one and re-wroked 
twice before it became The Time-Machine, suggests the fight of the shaman 
through his nine worlds to heaven rather than a Fabian progress to Utopia. 
Mr Bergonzi touches only lightly on the possible psychological explanations, 
but is prepared to defend Wells as a maker of myths, if only of minor ones. 
But, on Mr Bergonzi’s own excellent analysis, it would I think be better to say 
that though Wells created myducal figures which are minor in comparison 
with Don Quixote or Don Juan, he did re-create or draw on certain major 
archetypal myths, the magical flight, the struggle of light and darkness, the 
beast from the abyss, the prometheus figure, the final conflagration. These 
deeper springs were blocked by his conversion to Fabian socialism, but the 
works in which they were released are the ones which will last. 

BENET WEATHERHEAD, O.P. 

Shorter Notices 

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H E S  O F  T H E  EAST: Volume One (Thomas More 
Books, 35s.) is a revision of Donald Attwater’s Catholic Eastern Churches, 
originally published in 193s. With his customary accuracy Mr Attwater has 
provided an invaluable account of the history, liturgies and present position of 
the various Eastern Churches in communion with Rome, and a series of well- 
chosen photographs adds to the usefulness of a book that should be of s p e d  
importance as the preparations for the Council proceed. 

LITERATURE A N D  PULPIT I N  MEDIEVAL E N G L A N D ,  by G. R. Owst (Black- 
well, 50s.) was described as ‘valuable as it is vast’ when it was reviewed in these 
columns on its first appearance in 1933. The new edition takes account, in so 
far as a re-impression allows, of new material. But substantially it remains un- 
changed, and it has survived its thirty years as a definitive account of the debt 
of English literature to the h o d e s  of the medieval preachers. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1962.tb00807.x Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1962.tb00807.x

