
enemy of the Church. Pius XII found himself caught between his role as a universal moral
authority and his position as protector of his Church. Ultimately, he never lost sight of
the pope’s main mission, as he saw it, “to maintain the unity and universality of the
Catholic Church in a world at war” (Jacques Kornberg, The Pope’s Dilemma [2015], 245).
Helping Jews escape genocide, on the other hand, was not considered a top priority.
Wand portrays the pope and the Vatican in a rather different light, putting much of the
focus on the Nazis’ powers of deception rather than the pope’s priorities.

Von Bergen, since 1939 a member of the Nazi Party, was a faithful servant of the regime.
One of his main duties was to deny the ongoing genocide: “In practice, this meant refusal
to provide information, pursuit of active disinformation, and dispersal diplomacy in the knowl-
edge of the actual goal of the Nazi crimes long before they reached Rome with the German
occupation in October 1943” (211). Despite all these efforts, German diplomats could never
be sure that the pope would not eventually speak out, particularly against the Nazis’ enormous
genocidal crimes. Early on, the Vatican received detailed reports about the Shoah from various
sources. For instance, in March 1942 it learned about the deportation of 80,000 Slovak Jews to
Poland, where most of them were to be murdered. Despite this knowledge, Pius XII never
issued a clearly worded public statement against the mass murder of European Jews.

When von Bergen finally left his post in May 1943, the Third Reich was retreating on all
fronts. His successor was his former boss, State Secretary Ernst von Weizsäcker, who was
removed from the power center of Berlin and parked in Rome. Wand describes von
Weizsäcker’s relations with the Vatican leadership as frosty, defined by repeated rejections
of peace initiatives by the German top diplomat. Wand’s assessment is surprising, given the
pope’s strong postwar support for the Lutheran von Weizsäcker. Pius XII went above and
beyond to shield the Nazi diplomat from prosecution at Nuremberg, but Wand does not dis-
cuss these important facts. Von Bergen died in 1944, so we can only speculate if the Vatican
would have supported him in a similar manner.

Wand convincingly makes clear that the embassy of the Third Reich at the Holy See was an
“integral part of National Socialist foreign policy” (8). His study, based on his doctoral disser-
tation, is timely and well researched, using a number of German archives, including some
church archives. What his work misses is information from Italian archives, which would
have been exceptionally helpful in understanding the Axis partner perspective. Also missing
are Vatican records for the pontificate of Pius XII, since they were made accessible only
very recently. In conclusion, Wand’s book about ambassador Diego von Bergen is a valuable
addition to the literature and, while aimed at scholars, is also accessible to a wider audience.
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The radical late-Weimar attorney, Hans Litten, has enjoyed numerous lives in Germany since
his suicide in Dachau in February 1938. Through the determined effort of his mother,
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Irmgard Litten, who began her struggles to free her son after his arrest on the night of the
Reichstag Fire and to preserve his memory in a published wartime account, and the moving
1973 memoir by his lifetime friend, Max Fürst (Gefilte Fisch. Eine Jugend in Königsberg), Litten’s
life and work survived his death and the collapse of the National Socialist regime to play
important symbolic roles in the German Democratic Republic, the Bonn Federal Republic,
and the Berlin Republic. This perceptive and useful volume is the third biography of Hans
Litten since 2008, and it provides extremely revealing insight into the fraught and tumultu-
ous times and trends of Litten’s short adolescence and professional career, as well as the
workings of the National Socialist state from 1933 to 1938.

Born in 1903 in Halle to a bildungsbürgerlich family, Hans Litten grew up in Königsberg,
where his father, Friedrich Julius (Fritz) Litten taught Roman and civil law at the university,
serving as dean of the legal faculty and as Rector. Litten’s life and thought were shaped by
tense family dynamics and generational conflict as well as the tumultuous era of war, rev-
olution, and transition from monarchy to republic. Fritz Litten’s father, Joseph (a merchant
and banker) had served as chair of the representative committee of the Jewish community,
but Fritz converted to Christianity while working on his Promotion in Halle, pursuing a com-
mon Jewish path of assimilation for career advancement. Fritz’s politics were national con-
servative, even in a Königsberg milieu that was left liberal. Hans’s mother, Irmgard, daughter
of an engineering professor at Halle, immersed him in bildungsbürgerlich values and doted on
him even as Hans began to clash with his more distant and aloof father.

The ferment of war, revolution, and the early republican Wandervogel youth movement
shaped Hans Litten and encouraged his rebellion against his father’s values. Where father
rejected Judaism, son identified as Jewish; where father remained national conservative,
son embraced the radical wing of the youth movement (the Schwarze Haufen or “Black
Mob”), tending toward syndicalism, so extreme that the group he helped form was expelled
from the national movement. Yet at the same time that Hans embarked upon a lifelong
Oedipal revolt against his father, he pursued law studies, first state examination, practical
legal training, and second state examination, gaining admission to the bar in 1928.

Litten’s law practice in Berlin paralleled his political convictions. Representing many cli-
ents referred to him from the Rote Hilfe, the KPD organization that connected Party comrades
who ran afoul of the law in the political violence of the late Weimar Republic with legal rep-
resentation, Litten never joined the KPD, uncomfortable with its subservience to the
Comintern. His communist and syndicalist sympathies led him to work hard for workers
caught up by the police of Berlin. But Litten was an equal opportunity gadfly, defending
communists from charges brought by the Social Democratic government in Berlin after
the May 1, 1929 “Blutmai” police action against banned political demonstrations, while
most famously representing clients in high-profile cases of political violence involving the
National Socialists in Berlin, particularly the Eden Dance Palace trial in 1931 and the
Felseneck trial in 1932. In the former, Litten subpoenaed Adolf Hitler as witness and cross-
examined him intensely, entangling him in the dishonesty of his avowal that the party would
only pursue power by legal means even as the SA was embroiling Berlin in massive political
violence. This cross-examination, carefully analyzed in this book (and elsewhere by
Benjamin Carter Hett in Crossing Hitler [2008]), earned Litten Hitler’s lasting enmity, landing
him on a list of opponents who were rounded up on February 28, 1933.

A large part of this biography details Litten’s travails in the prisons and concentration
camps of the Third Reich, from his arrest until his suicide. The brutality of the SA’s arrests
in February 1933 emerges with rare clarity, as Litten suffered intensely despite his mother’s
heroic efforts to secure his release from “protective custody.” From the “wild” beatings at
the hands of the SA outside of the normal prison system or nascent concentration camp sys-
tem, to his end in despair at Dachau, Litten remained in contact with his mother and friends,
despite a failed escape attempt and frequent transfers. This biography provides a graphic
and sobering account of the calculated power of the camps to cow or eliminate enemies
of the Nazis.
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This volume’s final contribution, shared with the Hett biography, is to trace the symbolic
use of Litten after 1945. In the German Democratic Republic, Irmgard Litten’s 1940
English-language volume, A Mother Fights Hitler, appeared in German in 1947, with cuts to sec-
tions dealing with Litten’s politics. In 1951, the street in front of the Amtsgericht Berlin-Mitte
in the Nikolaiviertel was renamed Littenstraße; it survived post-reunification efforts to return
its name to what it had been before the GDR. In 2001, the Bundesrechtsanwaltskammer
renamed its headquarters at Littenstraße 9 the Hans-Litten-Haus, combining what Hett calls
the “political Litten” with the “lawyers’ Litten.” This apotheosis of Litten completed the
work of Irmgard Litten and left-leaning lawyers of the 1970s Federal Republic to celebrate
the leftist lawyers of the Weimar Republic and anti-Nazi resistance. The year 2008 saw the
appearance of Hett’s biography and a predecessor volume by the authors of this updated biog-
raphy, on the seventieth anniversary of Litten’s death (Denkmalsfigur. Biographische Annäherung
an Hans Litten, 1903–1938). And in 2020, Litten achieved fictionalized immortality as a recurring
character in the television series Babylon Berlin, which, together with the discovery of new
archival material, occasioned the publication of this revised biography.

This perceptive, sensitive, comprehensive study of the formative influences, personal
qualities, and courage of Hans Litten is a broadly useful illustration of the ferment, diversity,
and promise of early-twentieth-century Germany, and the tragedy of its self-destruction.
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If you peruse the shelves of one of the few remaining left-wing bookstores in a German city,
you will inevitably find a section devoted to the West German New Left of the 1960s and
1970s. If the shelf is divided thematically, you will find, on one end, books about anti-
imperialist struggle and “Third World” themes, and, on the other, books about
Weimar-era communism and council socialism. These two dimensions are both necessary
to understand the history of the German New Left. One is synchronic: looking at the
often geographically distant events happening parallel to those in Germany which influ-
enced young people in diverse ways. The other is diachronic: looking at the predecessors
of the New Left within German politics and society itself.

Since the early 2000s, not coincidentally in the wake of the U.S. invasion of Iraq and the
global war on terror, there has been an overwhelming interest by historians in one side of
the shelf only: that dedicated to internationalism alongside questions of race, empire, and
colonialism. The overarching goal of Terence Renaud’s book is to point back to the other
end of the shelf, to insist that no history of the New Left is complete without tracking a
local multigenerational narrative of political and experiential transfer. He does this through
a focus on a group formed around 1930 called New Beginning (Neu Beginnen). The organi-
zation, though small, was prolific in its intellectual production and has the advantage for the
author of some thrilling features of underground activity, including secret cells and covert
operations. The fact that some of Renaud’s primary sources came from a suitcase dragged

490 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938923000687 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938923000687

