
EXTRACTS AND COMMENTS 

FOR CATHOLIC ACTION. Our Bishops’ Whitsuntide 
-11 for the organization of Catholic Action in this country 
makes opportune the recommendation of the CAHIERS 
D’ACTION RELICIEUSE ET SOCIALE of the French Action Popu- 
1ait-e (published by Editions Spes, 17, rue de Soufflot, Paris, 
Ve.; subscription in England 26 hs.). Each issue of these 
Cahiers, which appear twice every month, consists of a num- 
ber of detached leaflets dealing briefly and clearly with 
every subject of interest and importance to the apostle of 
Catholic Action, ranging from doctrinal leaflets on such 
subjects as W h a t  does God think about? and T h e  Unem - 
ployed Christ to such practical matters as Eugenics and 
Morality and T h e  Art  of making use of the Railways. Spiri- 
tual meditations, documentation on contemporary move- 
ments, organizations and events are also included. A set of 
these Cahiers, which began publication last November and 
which still continue to appear, will afford an invaluable 
source of information and advice to the Catholic living in 
the modern world. Those tracts which deal specifically with 
the theory and practice of Catholic Action will be found 
particularly helpful. We append a few extracts: 

From L’A ct ion cat hol ique : Les adaptat ions ne‘cessaires 
(Nov. 15, 1933). 

Ten or fifteen years ago a priest had only two kinds of work : 
his  parochial ministry properly so-called (the administration of 
the Sacraments, preaching, visiting, etc.) and the management 
o f ‘  good works ’ such as confraternities, clubs, institutions, etc. 
But now his work is threefold : Catholic .4ction has been added. 
Catholic Action is not just  one ‘good work’ alongside of others ; 
it has a purpose, organization and methods all its own. I t  is, 
in the words of Pius XI, ‘ the sharing by the laity of the aposto- 
late of the hierarchy.’ I t  is not therefore a pious confraternity, 
nor a defensive organization, nor an educational association. 
I t  is essentially missionary activity carried on by the laity who 
are organized in their various environments with a view to 
leading back to Christ those circles which are threatened on all 
sides to be submerged by paganism. 

This distinctive nature of Catholic Action is further ex- 
plained in La Formation des Militants (Jan. 1, 1934): 

I t  is a difficult task that Catholic Action imposes on us. 
Sometimes people shirk the Pope’s call to Catholic Action on 
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t h e  pretext of  cont inuing the work  of the old Catholic organiza- 
tions. They say : ‘ Catholic Action ! 1 havc heen doing that  f o r  
years.’ I t  is possihlc, but make  quitc sure.  :1~z orgariization in 
which the  pr ies t  is c : ’ f r y l h i t i g  cur1 n e w r  he inlegrated itito 
Catholic A c f i o ~ i ,  which is hy dcfinition the collahoration of the  
l a i t y  in the  apostolatc of thc hierarchy . . . . The priest indeed 
directs  thcir activities and by his dircctions hc a,i i~ii i t tes them ; 
but  thc  layman also dirccts it hy organizing it in spliercs which 
to thc priest a r e  not accessible. (cf. Acts. vi. 3-4.) 

Hencc, as is cmphasizcd in S’adapter comme le Christ ,  
n u <  c i i n r s  I)ugurii.cic.c ( I k .  i:,th, 1033) :  

One of the first requirrnicnts of thc religious and  social apos- 
tolatc \ ihirh is organizcd i n  Catholic Action, in which cvery 
Catholic h a s  the duty of participating, is thc Christ-like adapta-  
tion of ourselvcs to paganized souls. 

Thc Catholic Ac:tionist inust thcrefore be intensely 
realist. This is wesscd in the tract Pour une conquite efi- 
cace: Accepter- les fails tels qu’ils sont. 

T h e  g r c a t  power of thc  .lpostles and thc carly (’hribtians lay 
in the  fact  tha t ,  finding thcmselvcs in a pagan  world, they ac- 
cepted facts  as they found thcm-acceptcd them, not to  leave 
them a s  they found tlicm, but in ordcr  t o  s ta r t  from rcali t ies.  

Instead of which we  refuse to see t h e  world as  it really is. 
W e  complain : Oh,  ij o i i l y  things were  what tltejl were i tz  

olden d u y s  ! 
I n  olden clays! Don’t  Ict us waste time inquiring whether  

the  olden days  wcre so wonderful as we make  out .  They a r e  
over and done with : that  is enough.  IVhilc the w o r l d  O/ to-do? 
E S I S T S .  

T h c  Church has  i i o  husincss-no time-to bother about  what  
is dead or dying. M’e a r e  cngagcd  in a g a m e  which is being 
played lx twecn  those nsho-onsciously o r  uncunsciously-arc 
playing against  God and those who a r e  p l g  i n g  for l i im.  

Lt’e are ployitrg God’s  gcirtre . . . . 
H e  is Master  of the  game.  I t  i s  H e  who deals the cards.  H e  

W h y ,  then,  do wc  grumble and sulk about  t h e m ?  

The aiiii of Catholic Action is stated in Pour m e  con- 
qutte eficacc: Prtsenter uri Chr-is1 iiivaut (Jan. igth, 1934.) 

T h e  fact tha t  our pcople a rc  no  longer ahlc t o  find Chris t  is 
largely our  fault ; the f a u l t  of u s  priests and uur Catholic elite. 

h a s  chosen the ca rds  we have t o  pla). with. 



For our people still dream of a Living Christ, and all they can 
find among us  is a Christ who seems to them to be dead. W e  
must look at  ourselves and our religion from the point of view 
of these people ; we must bring them a Christ they can recognize 
and understand. 

BOLSHEVISM AND CALVINISM. The first number of THE EURO- 
PEAN QUARTERLY (Stanley Nott, Ltd., I /-) is full of promise. 
This new review 
wilt attempt to establish a sympathetic contact between the 
intellectual life of this country and that of the Continent by 
the publication of contemporary work drawn from the various 
literatures. I t  will also try to supply material from the work 
of great  writers and thinkers of an earlier gcneration who are 
still comparatively unknown in this country. Explanatory and 
critical articles will deal with contemporary European move- 
ments in literature and the arts. Believing that the realm of 
literature, art and thought should transcend all national and 
political boundaries, The Europeun Q m r t e r l y  will try to foster 
the growth of the European spirit in every sphere of human 
activity . 

Mr. Edwin Muir contributes a useful article on Bol sh~-  
uism and Calvinism showing the former to be the modern 
counter art of the latter. Both are ' deterministic, simple, 

al, exclusive.' Both are the expression of a revolutionary 
idea set with inexorable logic in direct opposition to the 
European tradition. 

The fact that the logic of Calvinism and Communism are so 
alike is not a matter of curious interest ; for it is the logic of a 
conquering Class, a class conscious that all the forces of society, 
the dwlinins forces no less than the growing ones, are work- 
ing for it, and that nothing can retard or divert their final con- 
SmmatiOn. I t  k thus a concrete factor of considerable import- 
ance. 

practica e , rational, anti-traditional, anti-romantic, function- 

Mr. Muir works out the parallel with great ingenuity 
and concludes : 

The whole Marxian argument is directed to proving that 
Communism is the incvitable next stage of historical evolution, 
end it amounts in reality to an overpowering suggestion. That 
fact, along with the obvious economic collapse of Capitalism, 
is what gives it such power, in spite of the relatively trifling 
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number of active Communists.  I t  afiects thc ways of thought  
even of its opponents, a n d  that  is the  technique of victory. 
,?\ccordingly ail!. rcnl criticism o f  Vonimunism should coiicc'ii- 
t ra tc  on its tcchnique, which is in danger  of bccoming the 
techniquc of cvcryone, inrluding the man in thc street.  T h e  
number of peoplc who bclievc that thc reason and will can take 
a n  activc part  in thc improvcmeiit uf society i s  becoming rapidly 
smallcr ; and despite the intcllcctual virtues of Communism, and 
its moral passion, it is vitally important  that  the tradition reprc- 
scnted by such pcoplc, which is i n  tlic last resort the European 
tradition, should IIC maintaincd and if possible strengthened. 

A similar note is struck in the extract, in  the same num- 
ber, from the works of the Russian critic M. 0. Gershenzon 
On Hunzan. Values. Although supposing a false antithesis 
between the Personal and the Social and advocating an un- 
acceplable primitivism, he rightly argues that ' the start- 
ing point to which everything must return is personality: 
in it is contained all the fullness so far needed by man.' 
Although T h e  European Review seems to be too occupied 
with the periphery of European thought and culture to 
pay much attention to its Catholic nucleus with its contem- 
porary represcntatives, it indicates a tendency which is very 
welcome. 

THE AMERICAN REVIEW celebrates its first birthday in the 
April number. An editorial retrospect restates its position : 

T h e  magazine was foundctl as an experiment in securing co- 
operation between a number of groups and individuals none of 
whom has had a regular o rgan  o f  esprcssion before, and all 
of whom rcprcsent a siiiglc: gcneral direction in contcmporary 
thought .  T h e  prospective contributors were described in our  
first issue as being ' r-atlirally critical of conditions in thc  
modern world, but launching their criticism from a 'traditioiiist' 
basis. 

This ' Right-Wing Miscellany,' as their editor calls them, 
includes thinkers so diverse as Fr. Vincent McNabb and 
the disciples of Professor Irving Babbitt, an interesting 
memoir of whom appears in this anniversary number. 
Other contributions include a singularly discriminating 
critique of Spengler's T h e  Hour for Decision and a power- 
ful attack on mechanisation by the English Distributist, 
Mr. H. Robbins. He criticises British Fascism, with its 
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creed that ' future organization is a matter for technicians,' 
as ' even more definitely mechanistic than its (Italian and 
G e m a n )  predecessors.' 

CATHOLIC A c r I o r v  IN SPAIN. An elaborate campaign ' Pro Ec- 
clesia et Patria ' is in progress in Spain, thanks to the initia- 
tive of the J u n l n  C E H ~ ) - ~ [  tie .4ccid,z ccitdlica. I t s  object is by 
' a pacific and documented campaign of religious culture 
and national history ' to ' shake up  the memory of Spain 
and make hcr rcalize that she cannot cff'ncc the work of the 
Church without denyirig her whole history.' The organizcrs 
decline direct attack on laicisation: their aim is to show 
positively to the masses what they owe historically to the 
work and influence of the Church in the secular sphere. 
In every town of any importance throughout the whole 
country eminent scholars have been enlisted to lecture to 
the inhabitants on their local history showing thereby their 
debt to the Church and to local churchmen. T h e  full pro- 
gramme for each locality, together with the manifesto of the 
Junta central, is reproduced i l l  EL I )w\T~;  of A p  il 2 r ~ t h .  

SINGULAR VESSELS OF DEVOTION. Our  excruciating ' trans- 
lations ' of Latin prayers are the subject of a serio-comic 
story by LMr. Michael Burt about Smith Minor and the 
Liturgy in THE IRISH ROSARY (May). Some specimens are 
given: ' Thou, 0 God, being turned wilt quicken us ' for 
' Deus tu conversus vivificabis nos '; and ' For thou, 0 Lord, 
in hope has singularly constituted me ' for ' Quoniam tu 
Domine singulariter in spe constituisti me.' There arc 
many more-even more meaningless. T h e  writer says : 

1 am not so much concerned with the question of definitely 
w r o n g  translations as with tlic menace o f  those which a re  so 
literally, pedantically correct that  thcy tlestroy, or at least seri- 
ouly obscure. any vestige of w n s c  o r  nicnning in the sentences 
which they pretend to intcrprct.  Surely the whole object of a 
translation is to  render the sense of a Latin sentence in intelli- 
g ib le  English,  yet it cannot  be tlrnied that  the ' English ' 
columns of  our hi-lingual missals and tlcvotional manuals  
abound in sciitcncrs \vliich are  definitely )tot English . . . . 
W o r d  by word these ' translations ' may br correct,  but in a 
large nnmbri- of t.ascs t h r ?  a rc  both gr;rnini;iticnIIy and syn- 
tactically unintelligible . . . 'To my mind i t  i \  not put t ing 
i t  too strongly to  assert that  many o f  the ' translations ' 
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served up nowadays a r e  a n  insult to the intelligence of the 
laity, and  one cannot  help wondering occasionally how some 
of these publications get their I t n p r i n m t u r .  

MISCELLANEOUS PROBLEMS. Some acutely felt problems, oc- 
casions of many difficulties arid doubts, have been dealt 
with recently by our contemporaries. The  very ractical 

and soundness, in a reprint of Abbot Chapman's article on 
Contemplative Prayer: a few simple rules in the May num- 
ber of the Prinknash Benedictines' PAX (6d. from Prink- 
nash Priory, Glos.).-The problem of evil and its specific- 
ally Christian solution is the subject of a long article of 
great importance by Dr. 'I'heodor Haecker in HOCHLAND 
(May, RM. 1.60, from Kosel u. Pustet, Munich). It  will be 
found particularly helpful by those who find the fact of 
animal suffering a source of special difficulty. A transla- 
tion of part of this article appears in the current CRITE- 
RroN.-The problem of reconciling the fact that Faith is 
a gift of God which cannot be lost without sin, with expe- 
rience of cases of ' leakage ' for which nobody seems to be 
blameworthy is widely felt. It is faced boldly and soberly 
by Fr. C. C. Martindale in the May MoN-rH.-In Liberalis- 
mo y Libertad Sefior E. Aguado in A C C I ~ N  ESPANOLA dis- 
poses of false current conceptions of freedom and contrasts 
them with the tenets of Christian philosophy and those of 
the authoritarian State.-The April number of ESPRIT con- 
stitutes an exhaustive treatise on the Christian, as com- 
pared with the Capitalist and Socialist, conception of p7i- 
vate property. A series of articles by experts approach the 
subject from every angle, and indicate its manifold appli- 
cations in modern conditions. 

difficulties of prayer are treated of, with unusua P brevity 

PENGUIN. 


