
establishing the first set of trade routes for the export-driven ‘economic miracle’ and
favouring the establishment of a global cultural influence.

Even if not stated directly, it is easy to find in Linda Reeder’s account a progressive
indication of how Italy should behave to achieve its best as a nation. Despite the current
rise of populism and new forms of nationalism in the country, the author puts her bets on
the good people – italiani brava gente – and their renewed silent effort to mend the
regional, cultural and political divisions that are still strong in the belpaese. This under-
lying claim is debatable, considering how often at the tipping points of their history
the Italian people showed their pragmatic attitude. A unification that happened through
uncritical plebiscites and annexations; a social acceptance of a Fascist regime without a
commitment to the Fascist culture; and the current volatility of the political consensus,
might all represent signs of a community that prefers to manage its contingencies rather
than commit itself to a collective vision towards its shared future. While proud and aware
of their resilience as one nation in face of great and quasi-transcendental adversities –
such as natural catastrophes like earthquakes and floods, or the recent COVID-19 pan-
demic – a persistent political majority of Italians seems in fact at ease with the two con-
cepts of il fine giustifica i mezzi (the end justifies the means) and Franza o Spagna, purché se
magna (France or Spain, so long as we eat). These ideas are recurrent in domestic, and
populist, political discourse despite the incorrect popular attribution to the great
Renaissance political writers Machiavelli and Guicciardini.

Italy in the Modern World is a recommended reading for scholars in social science, his-
tory and international relations who are looking for a comprehensive account of Italy’s
modern history and documented interpretations of its global influence.
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Coalitions consist of bilateral alliances. This simple but often overlooked truth forms the
central argument of this excellent analysis of Anglo-Italian relations from 1911 to 1919.
Drawing on exhaustive research in Italian, British and French archives, combined with
a thorough review of the secondary literature, Stefano Marcuzzi demonstrates that an alli-
ance with the United Kingdom – to gain support for a war against Austria-Hungary rather
than from commitment to the Entente – motivated Rome to sign the Treaty of London in
1915. As the book’s subtitle indicates, he also shows how Italian political leaders balanced
the desire for empire with the liberal commitment to completing the unification of Italy,
while preserving public support for the war.
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Marcuzzi divides his study into three parts. Part 1, ‘Making the Anglo-Italian Entente’,
covers the period 1911–15 and discusses diplomatic and cultural relations between the
two nations on the eve of the Great War. Part 2, ‘Integrating Italy into the Triple
Entente’, examines Italy’s participation in the alliance from the spring of 1915 to the sum-
mer of 1917. Part 3, ‘The Forked Road to Victory and Peace’, focuses on the period from
the disaster at Caporetto in the autumn of 1917 to the peace conference that ended in the
summer of 1919, and considers the ‘mutilated victory’. Marcuzzi sums up his findings in a
succinct conclusion and adds an insightful epilogue, ‘Bloody Christmas in Fiume’, which
presents the failed occupation of the city as the precursor of Mussolini’s march on
Rome. Excellent maps and photographs add clarity and depth to the book.

Italy’s anomalous position in the European alliance system and its reluctance to go to
war have long been known. Marcuzzi, however, demonstrates how the United Kingdom
used a combination of carrots and sticks to push Rome off the fence and into the
Entente camp. The British government funded propagandists within Italy, offered finan-
cial and territorial enticements, and exerted economic pressure by interdicting Italian
shipping as part of its selective blockade of neutral nations. Those in the Italian govern-
ment who favoured joining the Entente had two motives: completion of the Risorgimento
by seizing from Austria-Hungary territory occupied by Italians, and expansion of the
Italian empire through acquisition of territory in the Balkans, the Aegean, Africa and
Asia Minor. They believed an alliance with Britain offered the best hope of achieving
those goals. The April 1915 Treaty of London promised Rome South Tyrol, Istria, the
Dalmatian coast, and the port of Trieste as well as colonies further away.

As Marcuzzi makes abundantly clear, Italy had a rocky relationship with the Entente
throughout the war. It valued the alliance with Britain as a means to wage war against
Austria-Hungary but distrusted France and Russia. Rome did not even declare war on
the Ottoman Empire until August 1915 and on Germany until August 1916. Although it
focused on maintaining good relations with London, misunderstandings and conflicts of
interest characterised that relationship from the start. The British government treated
Italy not as an equal partner but as a client. London grew frustrated that Rome would
not send troops to Salonika to rescue Serbia and repeatedly criticised the Italians for fail-
ing to break through the Austrian defences on the Isonzo front or contain the Habsburg
navy in the Adriatic. Neither British political leaders nor British generals had an appre-
ciation of the difficulties the Italian army faced but repeatedly accused its soldiers of lack-
ing fighting spirit. They based their criticism on prejudice and ethnic stereotypes. That
criticism intensified following Caporetto and became an excuse for denying Italy what
it had been promised in the Treaty of London.

Marcuzzi challenges the orthodox view that greed and poor negotiating at Versailles
cost Italy its share of the spoils of war. The Italian ‘imperial project’ was doomed long
before the delegates arrived in Paris. It was defeated by two powerful forces:
Anglo-French imperial interests and Woodrow Wilson’s commitment to self-
determination of subject peoples, which Lloyd George used to subvert Italian interests
in the Balkans. Britain and France favoured the new Yugoslav state over honouring pro-
mises made to Rome. The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (later renamed
Yugoslavia) got Dalmatia. The allies also thwarted Italy’s colonial ambitions. Rome had
to console itself with having finally completed Italian unification after acquiring the
south Tyrol, Trieste, and most of Istria. Fiume, which Italian nationalists temporarily occu-
pied, became a free city. Thus was born the myth of the mutilated victory.

Reviewers usually find something to criticise in any book, even if it means picking a
nit. Stefano Marcuzzi provides them with little opportunity to do so. Some of his conclu-
sions may be subject to debate, but he always supports them with solid evidence. It is not
clear that Italy could have reinforced the expeditionary force in Salonika in time and with
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enough troops to save Serbia. Vittoria Veneto was an under-appreciated Italian victory,
but it may not have hastened the end of the war as he suggests. His fascinating analysis
of propaganda in general and ‘trench propaganda’ in particular merits further research.

Britain and Italy in the Era of the Great War sheds light on a neglected aspect of First
World War studies and will remain an invaluable contribution to the literature for
years to come.
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This edited collection investigates how Italian emigrant groups imagined, created, experi-
enced and challenged Italianness – or italianità – across time and space. Conceiving of
Italianness as a process rather than a ‘reality set in stone’ (p. 6), the editors and contri-
butors of the volume illustrate the contingent nature of Italian identities that were ‘prod-
uct[s] of immigrant civil society’ and lived ‘day to day by “ordinary” emigrants’ (p. 22). As
a result, the collection is a welcome addition to previous studies that have highlighted
state policies and programmes aimed at shaping Italian emigrant identity from above.

Paying attention to localised contexts in North America, South America, Europe, North
Africa and the Middle East, this anthology covers case studies from Italian unification to
the decades following the Second World War. To address the breadth of time and location,
the editors organised the essays into thematic sections. Part 1 focuses on the impact of
migrant travel to and from the peninsula on Italian identity, whereas Part 2 underscores
state-supported institutions that promoted italianità and resisted the full integration of
Italian emigrants into their new societies. Parts 3 and 4 both centre on manifestations
of Italianness, be it strictly through language (Part 3) or through means as diverse as exhi-
bitions, official documents, or the theatre (Part 4).

The essays often speak to each other across the four parts due to parallels in context,
source base, or methodology, yet those connections are frequently left up to the reader.
Though the editors flag thematic similarities when discussing the four sections in the
introduction, the contributors themselves do not refer to each other’s work, which is a
missed opportunity for deeper conversations about similarities and differences in under-
standing Italianness. This review will highlight several striking commonalities across the
volume’s four parts.

Although not explicitly discussed as a central theme, one of the strengths of the col-
lection is an emphasis on how Italian emigrants created or maintained a sense of what it
meant to be ‘Italian’ in a multiplicity of contexts. For instance, Marie Bossaert shows how
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