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Maya Sacred Geography 
and the Creator Deities 
By Karen Bassie-Sweet 

The ancient Maya creation story describes the 

origin of the world and its people in a setting 

long assumed to be the Guatemalan central 

highlands. Karen Bassie-Sweet, a scholar with a 

deep knowledge of Maya history, shows that all 

of these mythological events occurred at specific 

geographic locations and proves that this landscape 

was the template for the Maya worldview. 

Generously illustrated, this ethnohistorical analysis 

of Maya religion, cosmology, and ritual practice 

convincingly links mythology to the land. 
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