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THE HOUSE OF GOLD

CONRAD PEPLER, O.P.

HE HOME, the Christian home based on the sacramental
grace of matrimony, was the theme of one of the last series of
i, Srmons preached by Fr Bede Jarrett, 0.p., in America. That was
§ n929: only a few months before Pius XIs great encyclical on Chris-
) cemarnage was delivered in Rome. Twenty-five years have passed
ofth bese sermons were first published and the welcome new edition!
has b, ook gives us an opportunity to look back over this epoch which
meaniin Characteqzed by so much discussion and theologizing on the
Rrow; g of marriage. With the attack on marriage and the home
the Cﬁg to such intensity during this century it was inevitable that
of g+ 3tan should have to think out his position anew in his defence
it them§tltut10n so central to his life as a human being an'd as a s.harer
ere |, ¢ of God. During these last twenty-five years in particular
C°Inpa;-ve been many theorics which seemed to place the love and
of the c}lﬁolmhlp of the married couple above that of the family, that is
thing | ﬁren. Under the weight of so much discussion and argument
I5olag, duc as love or sex, the offspring or the sacrament, came to be
argulnenind given values which the authors of the distinctions and
S o S often never intended. Argument breeds analysis, and analysis
ab%lut arefully handled breeds division. Relative values become
¢ Values; 5o that when people talk about the importance of the
of chy. d of the hushand and wife they seem to be setting the begetting
Pl ; °1n the background. In this way, perhaps, theories about the
exagger;l:POYtance of the mutual love of the parents have become
the oy, ¢d and 50 frowned on if not condemned by authority, when
ﬁ”omth °% may not have intended to separate this ‘secondary good’

Boy; o, Other ‘goods’ which h he traditional terminol
Ut Mg goods' which have formed the traditional terminology

It is o+ 128¢ for centuries.

‘ Ja‘rett o Merest, therefore, to look back to the writings of Fr Bede
Such o Well as to the famous Papal Encyclical which preceded so
ndy s discussion. Without referring explicitly to the three

Ony

18"e a thegf? ods’ of matrimony, Fr Jarrett lays continual emphasis on
ha olic vroundation of Christian marriage. ‘In all the teaching of the
hzme urch wherein she deals with the subject of marriage or the

’ e - - . v
ha”lan lovéa’ ¢s for granted that it is built upon the foundations of
N “Unegg of ¢ goes on to say that the apparent intransigence and
The ¢ Church in face of the modern problems of married life
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can only be understood in relation to Christ’s teaching, and because e
Church ‘supposes the home, the married life, to be possible as Ch%*
taught it, but on terms of love’. There is no question here of supplan“ng
the primary end of marriage by a secondary one—the context 0 t,hh
whole series of conferences is the home, the Christian home W#

implies with God’s blessing the presence of children. But the COI'““;g
of children to the home has so often been isolated in our min !
constant discussion so that sometimes it seems as though the prinClPl,e fy
holy matrimony was that of a cattle-breeder, to increase and m uPcsf
no matter what other elements might obtrude themselves. The b "
Catholic family is sometimes gauged by the number of childs

We can only focus these matters again clearly if we return thz
Bede’s principle that the home is based on mutual love and that
Sacrament is given to overcome the tendency of fallen natw® y
isolate sex and to seek in it personal satisfaction and so kill any "¢,
love between the partners. Fr Bede speaks mainly of human 10 *
friendship of husband and wife with the prudence and restral®
each other’s regard which make it possible for them to be o
together in the closest union without the entry of lust to df_fsf}'oylovc
friendship. He leaves us to fill in the full teaching on Christi3® 4 the
which is charity. And it is here surely that he intends us to 2™
solution to nearly all our matrimonial problems. For bum?® o
raised to the supernatural order by the divine love of our Lord bec®
sacrificial and self-giving even to the extent of life itself. The ms’i ot
on the ‘primary end of marriage’ on the duty of each partner t0 o o
the marriage rights of the other can so easily turn the M2 s
marriage into one of asstaging concupiscence, of self-satisfacti® g
legitimate way. Some people seem almost to view marriage 35 P copts”
a way of legitimizing this sort of satisfaction. The love of con fit#
ence of course is an element in human and divine friendships boﬁz‘d
subservient to the higher love of self-giving—most perfectly 5}’“; o ¢
by the death of Christ on the Cross in which act his marﬂaghusband
Church was consummated and the two became one flesh- Th 0
gives himself to the wife and the wife to the husband, and in 5 aes®
complete act of self-giving God is so intimately present 25, Ccnﬂ"d
the soul as the new human person is formed. Marriage * . o
round that sacred act, and in Christian marriage the S-aclal dcsi’i
grace is present to preserve it from desecration by merely fménﬁfe the?
Fr Bede insists that throughout every aspect of marr sinct itij
should be nothing ‘merely animal’; it is all human, 38 ° .,
a question of two human beings this is a matter of having * s,
heart—intellect and will—the same ideas and the same destf et

. e
Charity then measures all the problems of married life by
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;: Y‘ihiCh cach partner gives himself or herself to the other in the
pl:m Y. The application of this principle will be obvious, and the
ma:e of the permanent grace of the Christian sacrament of holy
mony takes a very central place indeed in thic matter of creating

PerfCCting true Christian love in husband and wife.

But there 5 one point which we should like to have seen developed
a};n: Bede. His scries concluded with Holy Week so that he delivered
mentv‘mg and characteristically poetic discourse on the Blessed Sacra-
foup, du(l;l Preparation for Maundy Thursday, but by that time he had
the one off the course on the Catholic home. It would have been of
s Sreatest help to have seen the whole teaching on Christian marriage
al tf}rlleed Up in the Eucharist. For the Blessed Sacrament is the goal of

irecy] other sacraments, and matrimony no less than the others is

tiZ filated to the Eucharist. The Nuptial Mass is not merely a
s Ry B:a appendage to thelwedding rite§; the mari.tal_ love W}}ich,
is Preser‘vedso often repeats, is the foundation of Christian marriage,
act of gy if and assisted by the sacrament, but it is only fulfilled in the
RCrify i, Hticial love of the Eucharist. It must be remembered that this
and ¢ Ove is a gift from God as the very essential reality of Mass
eco er:mumon- The union of husband and wife may so easily
Perfecee 1 gﬂerely material or physical one unless it.is cpmpleted and
gether .7 the actual union of sacrificial love which is given them
T isa they assist ar Mass and feed upon the heavenly bread.
full cra[r)r}:ro val of plixed marriages should be seen in light of the

ammi] ental teaching of the Church, which is a Bucharistic teaching.
Wite i, d yl table at home round which father, mother and children
There is ral ¥ meals, must be bound to the family meal round the altar.
i tCai}onm for a book on the Eucharist and Marriage. .
d_oes os g on love as the foundation of marriage, as we have said,

militate 4. X .
Yo of Chﬂdrtatc against the purpose of the union being the procrea-

r as

olg o ool the purposc is the Christian family and home. But it
Ssence j vatious clements of this sacred union together—for its
H(’ly Spirict) ind together—and Fr Bede relates it to the Person of the
1n‘()ne_ » the blnding force, as it were, of the unity of the Three-

h
PtovileEn.cYClical Ca

nti sti Connubii must have scemed to Fr Bede a

RS na‘ éonflrmation of all he had been saying. In particular the
™ wig Sor-ugal Charity’ gives authority for a great deal that he

by * SO0me . . . .
$ beey said abgvéases from that section will sct in perspective what

}10. . N arital ) . .
cl.%sl istizllove’ which pervades all the duties of married life and

he Muty,] inn Marriage a sort of primacy of honour’.
terior formation of husband and wife, this persevering
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endeavour to bring each other to the state of perfection, may in 2 it
sense be called as the Roman Catechism calls it, the primary cause_anr
reason of matrimony, so long as marriage is considered not in its stric®
sense, as the institution destined for the procreation and education &
children, butin the wider senseasacomplete and intimatelife~partnets
and association. The same charity must rule and regulate all the 0t2°
rights and duties of husband and wife; and so in the prescription 0- ™
Apostle: “Let the husband render the debt to the wife, and the Wi
like manner to the husband”, we must see a rule of charity as well
law of justice.’ e

So it is that after every epoch of controversy and development m}: S
precision of doctrine we should return to fundamental teaching ¢ Jin
this in order to keep our new claborations in perspective, integrat®
the fulness of the Christian life which is one of charity fed by the Bo of
of Christ. Fr Bede Jarrett’s book will go far to help us in this WOr
synthesis through his insistence on the primacy of love.

* F P

REVIEWS
TaE IMAGE oF Gop IN SEX. By Vincent Wilkins, s.J. (Sheed and ward
6s.

W)ithin the limits of less than twenty thousand words
handles a difficult subject at four levels of consideration. He
God—sex considered ‘in its vanishing point of infinitude, ofts
and infinite fecundity of God’—and for a few pages discusses e
of generation and fathcrhood in the Godhead. He then takes I "o
three successive and descending orders of created being, ro;t.sdy,
divine and supernatural to the human and merely natural. o, tHe
there is the theme of Christ and the mystery of the Incarnatto ;the
union between the Son of God and human nature. Then W€ Z ecl
theme of the Mystical Body and the mystery of the union 2° 'qd
Christ and the Church. And lastly, the theme of Christian marﬂ;‘ thes?
the mystery of the union between husband and wife. At 3<%, " le
levels one clement in the mysterious union is rcprcsented as . arld’ .
the other as the female: Son of God, Christ, and husband, on the o8 o lea?®
and human nature, Church, and wife on the other. The whoi6
from a diagram (p. 19), is a theology of sex.

The author claims that too little has been written by th
this important subject of sex. But that depends on what X
‘sex’ and what we understand by the phrase ‘a theology ° ed 1 i
Wilkin secs sex as something which ought not to be con

thc auth:OI

starts W al
the et¢f
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