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THE HOUSE OF GOLD

CONRAD PEPDBR, O.P.

THE HOME, the Christian home based on the sacramental
grace of matrimony, was the theme of one of the last series of

^ sermons preached by Fr Bede Jarrett, O.P., in America. That was
tj ^29, only a few months before Pius XI's great encyclical on Chris-
siti ^ ' " a g 6 w a s delivered in Rome. Twenty-five years have passed
of i ~Jese sermons were first published and the welcome new edition1

i e book gives us an opportunity to look back over this epoch which
e e n characterized by so much discussion and theologizing on the

of marriage. With the attack on marriage and the home
to such intensity during this century it was inevitable that

of, . ^ a n should have to think out his position anew in his defence
it! a ^titution so central to his life as a human being and as a sharer
'We 1, °^ ^oc '" during these las t twenty-five years in particular
c°Uin ^ k° e n mar*y theories which seemed to place the love and

"'""ship of the married couple above that of the family, that is
ten. Under the weight of so much discussion and argument

sucn a s l o v e o r sex> ^ offSprmg o r t n e sacrament, came to be
ar8um a t l g*ven values which the authors of the distinctions and
Unless

 n t s often never intended. Argument breeds analysis, and analysis
. a r y handled breeds division. Relative values become

values; so that when people talk about the importance of the
'of the husband and wife they seem to be setting the begetting
" "1 the background. In this way, perhaps, theories about the

"sger ? r t a n c e °f the mutual love of the parents have become
f auth aXi^ SO fr°wne(i o n if not condemned by authority, when
i°^ the S]^Z7 n o t ^ a v e m t e n c led to separate this 'secondary good'

Ut Hia° Cr S0°ds' which have formed the traditional terminology
t '*• is of r - n a8e ^or centuries.
l!trett as lnt^,rest' therefore, to look back to the writings of Fr Bede

°f tL aS t 0 ^ ^ a m o u s PaPal Encyclical which preceded so
. Or • s discussion. Without referring explicitly to the three
as th^r"3 °^ niatrimony, Fr Jarrett lays continual emphasis on
iolic CL0Un^ati°n of Christian marriage. 'In all the teaching of the
e, ^ uj^cn wherein she deals with the subject of marriage or the

lov a> ^Or g r a n t e d that it is built upon the foundations of
ss Ofe"i " e goes on to say that the apparent intransigence and

Church in face of the modern problems of married life
ld- % Bede Jarrett, o.p. (2nd Edition, Blackfriars Publications; 9s. <5d.)
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322 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

can only be understood in relation to Christ's teaching, and because $
Church 'supposes the home, the married hfe, to be possible as Cl̂ 1

taught it, but on terms of love'. There is no question here of supplan^
the primary end of marriage by a secondary one—the context of ̂ ,
whole series of conferences is the home, the Christian home w^
implies with God's blessing the presence of children. But the cOfllJ?y
of children to the home has so often been isolated in our min"? \
constant discussion so that sometimes it seems as though the princip*e.
h l h f l b d d i

g p
holy matrimony was that of a cattle-breeder, to increase and
no matter what other elements might obtrude themselves. The
Catholic family is sometimes gauged by the number of chil

We can only focus these matters again clearly if we return t°, (
Bede's principle that the home is based on mutual love and that ^
Sacrament is given to overcome the tendency of fallen natur

r t lJe
isolate sex and to seek in it personal satisfaction and so kill any ^e

love between the partners. Fr Bede speaks mainly of human love> ^
friendsliip of husband and wife with the prudence and restrain ^
each other's regard which make it possible for them to be d . jt
together in the closest union without the entry of lust to destroy
friendship. He leaves us to fill in the full teaching on Christian ^
which is charity. And it is here surely that he intends us to B ° .^
solution to nearly all our matrimonial problems. For ^uoj*111 ^
raised to the supernatural order by the divine love of our Lord t>e. ci

sacrificial and self-giving even to the extent of hfe itself. The m5 ^t
on the 'primary end of marriage' on the duty of each partner to of
the marriage rights of the other can so easily turn the m<* ^ %
marriage into one of assuaging concupiscence, of self-satistact^
legitimate way. Some people seem almost to view marriage as p -jsc
a way of legitimizing this sort of satisfaction. The love of co ^ j$
ence of course is an element in human and divine friendship' ^6<J
subservient to the higher love of self-giving—most perfectly sy01 ^ M
by the death of Christ on the Cross in which act his mzrt^\aSb&
Church was consummated and the two became one flesh, i p . JIjoSt

gives himself to the wife and the wife to the husband, and in ^ t f
complete act of self-giving God is so intimately present as ^^ey
h l h h i f d M i a g

complete act of selfgiving God is so intimately p
the soul as the new human person is formed. Marriage

round that sacred act, and in Christian marriage the s
grace is present to preserve it from desecration by merely a»j -
Fr Bede insists that throughout every aspect of marrie g jj
should be nothing 'merely animal'; it is all human, an j^jd*11

a question of two human beings this is a matter of having
heart—intellect and will—the same ideas and the same desi

Charity then measures ah1 the problems of married hie y
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Which each partner gives himself or herself to the other in the
Dj y- The application of this principle will be obvious, and the
** Ce of the permanent grace of the Christian sacrament of holy

, lrnony takes a very central place indeed in thie matter of creating
perfecting true Christian love in husband and wife.

pUt fe *S o n e foint which we should like to have seen developed
/ r •Bede. His series concluded with Holy Week so that he delivered
ttien V-Ul^ an<^ characteristically poetic discourse on the Blessed Sacra-
ro j 1 1 ^ preparation for Maundy Thursday, but by that time he had
the ° ^ ̂  c o u r s e o n t n e Catholic home. It would have been of
sun, j t e s t ^elp to have seen the whole teaching on Christian marriage
aU tli U^ *n t^le Eucharist. For the Blessed Sacrament is the goal of
ir ri ° sacraments, and matrimony no less than the others is

1 te<^ t 0 ^ie Eucharist. The Nuptial Mass is not merely a
d h dd i h l l hh

1 p y
as p. -J? j appendage to the wedding rites; the marital love which,
is pr

 e s o often repeats, is the foundation of Christian marriage,
act of IV • anc^ assisted by the sacrament, but it is only fulfilled in the

$*f1 C ^ ^Ove or~the Eucharist. It must be remembered that this
r e *s a 8 ^ froin God as the very essential reality of Mass

oin 1Umun^on- The union of husband and wife may so easily
perfect 1 ^erely material or physical one unless it is completed and
toget]a y the actual union of sacrificial love which is given them
Tlie dis aS y a s s i s t a t Mass and feed upon the heavenly bread.
^Isacr Pr°Val °f niixed marriages should be seen in light of the
The fan

a ̂ jlental teaching of the Church, which is a Eucharistic teaching.
^ ^ in d 1̂ a t ^ o m e r 0 l i n d which father, mother and children
^ e r e is rM ̂  m e a k ' m u s t he bound to the family meal round the altar.

This teach™ f ° r a b ° ° k ° n t h e E u chanst and Marriage.
• n°t: m p ° n ^°V e as t'ac f°undation of marriage, as we have said,

kOtl °f child tatC a § a ^ n s t ^ e P u r P o s e of the union being the procrea-
^ the rC^' ^ e PurP0SC is the Christian family and home. But it

uSeilce is t V ? r i o u s elements of this sacred union together—for its
• oly Spirjt } together—and Fr Bedc relates it to the Person of the
^ O ' e biding force, as it were, of the unity of the Three-

K i d e n t i a [ r Casti c°nnubii must have seemed to Fr Bede a
f Sja8e on <pOnfl rmation of all he had been saying. In particular the
ta l!aid> Som°njlv,8al C h a r i t y ' S i v e s a"Aority for a great deal that he

a< eeQ said X? ases from that section will set in perspective what

° i n ChX!-l0Ve> w h i c h pervades all the duties of married life and
fn ^ a r r i a g e a s o r t of primacy of honour'.

nor formation of husband and wife, this persevering
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endeavour to bring each other to the state of perfection, may in a trU
sense be called as the Roman Catechism calls it, the primary cause ^
reason of matrimony, so long as marriage is considered not in its stflc ,
sense, as the institution destined for the procreation and education °
children, butin the wider sense as a complete and intimate life-partnersWr
and association. The same charity must rule and regulate all the ot»
rights and duties of husband and wife; and so in the prescription ot
Apostle: "Let the husband render the debt to the wife, and the wtfe

 %

like manner to the husband", we must see a rule of charity as well a
law of justice.' ., L{

So it is that after every epoch of controversy and development i»
precision of doctrine we should return to fundamental teaching% \ ^
this in order to keep our new elaborations in perspective, integrate .
the fulness of the Christian life which is one of" charity fed by the v ^
of Christ. Fr Bede Jarrett's book will go far to help us in this wor
synthesis through his insistence on the primacy of love.

REVIEWS

THE IMAGE OF GOD IN SEX. By Vincent Wilkins, s.j. (Sheed and
6s.) xpt
Within the limits of less than twenty thousand words the a .^

handles a difficult subject at four levels of consideration. He starts j
God—sex considered 'in its vanishing point of infinitude, the s

and infinite fecundity of God'—and for a few pages discusses the n ^
of generation and fatherhood in the Godhead. He then takes ^c

three successive and descending orders of created being> j 1 p:rStly»
divine and supernatural to the human and merely natural- ^
there is the theme of Christ and the mystery of the IncarnaU > ^
union between the Son of God and human nature. Then we ^
theme of the Mystical Body and the mystery of the union _c' ~k
Christ and the Church. And lastly, the theme of Christian maX^J
the mystery of the union between husband and wife. At e a ,
levels one element in the mysterious union is represented as
the other as the female: Son of God, Christ, and husband, on the o»
and human nature, Church, and wife on the other. The whole,
from a diagram (p. 19), is a theology of sex. . J3IJS °^

The author claims that too little has been written by theol0& 0 b/
this important subject of sex. But that depends on what we/-se3c'. *
'sex' and what we understand by the phrase 'a theology ° , t 0 #
Wilkin sees sex as something which ought not to be coru
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