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larly grateful to Dr Farrer for rich typological suggestions, for an immense
light thrown on the text in many places, and for treating St Mark as a
unity,

Roraxp PotTTER, 0.P.

RE.VELATIONS or Divine Love., By Julian of Norwich. Edited and
Introduced by Dom Roger Hudlestone, o.s.8. (Orchard Series; Burns
Oates; 16s.)

How can we reconcile the evil which follows from the abuse of the
free. will with the certainty of divine providence? This problem has
fascinated philosophers in the past and it is today one of the most serious
Ob‘Stacles for many outside the Church in the acceptance of the Catholic
faith, It is therefore most helpful to return to this great classic which
shows such insight into this very question. It should be noticed that

other Julian offers no easy solution, and unlike Origen, who conceived
of suffering only as a purification leading towards a universal resurrection
t glory at the end of history, she combines her firm faith in the provi-
“nce of God with a recognition of the reality of eternal suffering in Hell,
degs:tﬁsks us to accept the thing in its true ligh't as a mystery, which

€ capacity of the human reason to see in this life, but which must

‘i: ::;CGPted on faith without visior.x. “T’he use of our reason’, she wrifes,
marve‘fl’ so bl_lnd, so low :;md so simple that we cannot know that. }}1gh,
ol ea(:us wxsfion.\, th? might and t'he goodness of 't}%e Blesss:d Trinity.
it is funyd to dismiss this as a convenient way of avoiding a difficulty, but
own oun amf.:ntal to th.e whole prot.Jlen}, and rests on t‘he truth that our
analogicaﬁept‘l;’ns.of ‘w1sdom and justice can be applied to God-only
Vine w'y;i e mev1t?bly reverse thc?_ true ordt?r of pro.cec%ure and judge

intelligencls om according to the lfamt reflection of it .in our }}uman
5 thy sae, m]:.tead of und.erstandm.g at th? outset that our mtelhgen.ce

ante | me md. of relation to divine wisdom as the human eye, in

ut furthr:age’ which sees clearly the depths of the sea from the shore,

idden frc)r out can no longer sec them. The‘y are still there but are

only 5 cre::l dour mgl}t. \.Ve try to Ju.dge the wisdom of God by what is

1t oney ih_part1c1patlon in hxs' w1.sdon.1. ' o

w8 in dications lshnef‘;essary foufldatzon 1s laid, BL Jullan of Norwich gives
light. We o showmg the dlrecfxon .towards which we .should look for
More. plegsin shown that the satxsfa‘ctlon made for the sin of Adam was
follows. P 8 t God than that sin was harmful, an.d the conclusion
thou ko }’l‘ce; have made well the most harm, then it is my will that
of the felix c;lre Y T}Eat 1 shzfll r.nake well all that is less’; it is. the theme
dam gng the1’0-}1It 1s very significant, too, that she sees the unity b‘etween

seconq ] W Olt.: human race. Adam is all mankind, and Christ, the

M, In taking flesh becomes all mankind.
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The initial acceptance of the question as a mystery should not mcan
that we are not to try to use our reason to its utmost limits, and there is an
interesting note at the end of the book giving a quotation from Fr Sharpe’s
work: ‘Mysticism: its true nature and value’. He argues that if God had
abstained from this creation on the grounds of his foresight of the sinful
actions of his creatures, and had created another and better world, he
would not have acted as God since he would have acted as dependent on
the free actions of possible creatures. It is a pity that this most interesting
reference contains the ambiguous sentence that the mystics are agreed that
evil is the negation of good and no more, for it does not make clear the
vital distinction between #egation or limit which is common to all
creation and privation, that absence of a perfection due to a thing, which
is the foundation of our concept of evil.

Dom Opo Brookk, o.s.B.

Sue Taxkes THE VEm. By Sister Mary Laurence, o.p. (Blackfriars
2s. 6d.)

A dumpy, attractive little Dominican nun with a large red BY on hef
scapular invites the reader from the jacket to take the veil of the enclose
preacheresses. The first person to be enticed is Doreen, 2 young converts
business-girl of 25. She writes intelligent and undemonstrative letters t
Sr Mary Laurence about becoming a nun and the latter gradually instruct
her in matters that to an enclosed religious are straightforward enou8
but to the outsider are usually a complete conundrum. Nothing is shirkeds
‘Is there really pettiness or friction in the religious life!” Doreen asks:
‘Of course there is’, the good sister replies. No blinkers or rosy glasses
here; and for that very reason the picture is attractive, as the life dedicat®®
to the perfection of charity should be. Particularly attractive is the Wﬁi
the sacrifice of the vows is linked immediately with the sacrifice of 'tn
Mass, But every letter is wise and based on sound doctrine—-—‘Vocatlo_
itself is the acceptance by an Order for final profession’—nothing emoc
tional or exalté here. The book will do a great deal to give people 2 m;“
idea of the Dominican contemplative life, as well as of religious. life e
general. May it draw many another Dorcen into the cloister to incré
the work of the apostolate.

FX.T.

1.
MepiaEvaL Lativ Lyrics. Edited and translated by Helen Wadde

(Penguin Books; 3s.)

This selection and translation appeared first in 1927;
three more editions before the war; and now Penguin Classic's h
us its 350 pages for only 3s. The lyrics are all worth while,
them full of the spirit of the tumblers. For the most part the tr

ave
many ©
ans]aﬂ"“s
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