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POINT OF VIEW
ANGELIC COMFORT FOR CONVERTS

I:re(lllently, there is a feature in conversions to the Catholic Church
om other forms of Christianity which causes perplexity to those
around the convert and sometimes excites their contempt; which not
Mirequently perplexes and almost annoys the convert Eimself (and I
Speak from 2 personal experience which, though belonging to a
ré}ffnt.past, is so intimate that I am obliged. here and now to seek

8¢ m anonymity)—a feature, however, which seems to be wonder-
nli) Y explained by the theology of St Thomas (though I confess to

t having discovered this till recently).
coIn the Summa 2-2, Q. V1, the Saint discu;ses the cause of faith, and he
.ndUdf‘lS that though, of course, some kind of ‘preaching’ and some
anndYOf evidence’ is required for the production of faith, yet the true

cal cause of faith is a divine inferior instinct which urges consent. The
Pr:a}’hgoctor takes the instance of two men who hear the same
beliecv 8 or witness with their eyes the same miracle, and then one
illstanes and the other does not; but he says expressly that this particular
o e 1s only illustrative, and so we can safely apply his principles

Modern converts from fragmentary to integral Christianity.

o e;'f% then, is the situation. Two Anglican clergymen read the same
ersion are famlh’ar with the same arguments for and against con~
and 5o ftO Rome’; have similar experiences in their Anglican ministry

oo orth ;—and yet one remains where he is, while the other takes
cat go liat and glorious step. Why? Those who behcvre in the one, holy,
D0ct0rc aﬁld Roman Church, and follow the teaching of the Angelic

T, have a plain answer: because one of the two clergymen is

Y ig;n ImWard inst?nct urged to become a convert, and the othef is not,
Stl‘an’ge 53y, explains perfectly why the convert so often experiences a
cels ms;}nw}ﬂmgness to speak of what is going on in his mind. He

ors WliIlllthely that reasons which powerfully move him, if put to

gy - seem weak and ineffective and may even be dubbed trite.

cluSiveyr perhaps feel a frantlg desire to discover other z‘md more con-~

niki] o casons, and be worried because he cannot. Vain quest!—and
rem,

ing liltt}glge 1is something deeper still. Though scarcely, perhaps, ree}ljg~

SSeSSionse tf, the convertend (if 1 may be allowed such a word) is in
Bersona] l0 a sacred secret which he must not betray: he is being

Muc Yy led by God.. So St Thomas._ ' .

DOt e tnore, Mr Editor, could be said on this subject, but I would
m lﬁiss on your space. I venture to think, however, that Fh{s
Somethecation belongs to the Like oF THE Seirrt and I trust that it is
& more and better than attempted self-justification.—Ip10TES
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