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middle-class suburbanites and rootless individuals, and that this is too great a price
to pay for the alienation of the older people, the workers, the immigrants and
city-dwellers. He criticizes the new liturgists because many of their changes in
worship evidence only their tendency to over-verbalise and to undervalue the
polyguity of symbols and gestures central to meaningful ritual.

The indictment makes wide use of anthropologists and sociologists such as
Mary Douglas, Malinowski, Kluckholn, Geertz and others as witnesses for the
prosecution, while the extremes of secular exaggeration are documented from
Commonweal and unfairly selected from the Benedictine periodical Worship, the
latter appearing to be the author's bete noire. Radicals may jeer, while conser-
vatives will undoubtedly cheer this book, but it has many insights worth pondering
not least because of their unpopularity. Its weakness is that it makes out a "case"
rather than presents a judicious evaluation, and that it uses certain terms such as
"puritanism" in an unhistorical manner (see p. 109 for a glaring instance) out
of keeping with the author's profession as a historian. Its strengths are vigorous,
vivid writing and a passionate conviction of the importance of the sacred as
mediated in ritual, symbol and gesture in the Roman liturgy.

Princeton University, HORTON DAVIES

Princeton, New Jersey

The Shape of the
Puritan Mind
The Thought of Samuel Willard

Ernest Benson Lowrie
A Compleat Body of Divinity, a collection
of 250 lectures by the American divine
Samuel Willard, is the most comprehensive
and systematic exposition of Puritan theol-
ogy written in the Colonies. Ernest
Lowrie's explication of Willard's theology
in clear and contemporary language sheds
new light on the intellectual and religious
climate in America on the eve of the En-
lightenment. $12.50

The Covenant Sealed
The Development of Puritan Sacramental
Theology in Old and New England,
1570-1720

E. Brooks Holifield
In sharp contrast to the common assump-
tion that the Puritans were utterly opposed
to sacramentalism in any form, and hence
had no sacramental doctrine, this book
advances the thesis that not only were they
intensely interested in such doctrinal issues
but that their entire theology and charac-
teristic spirituality focused upon them.
$12.50

Now available in paper, winner of the 1973 National Book Award in Philosophy and
Religion

A Religious History of the American People
Sydney E. Ahlstrom
"The fruition of the accepted history, the longest, most detailed, most polished of the works
in its tradition."—New York Times Book Review $8.95

Yale University Press New Haven and London
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Truth and Dialogue in World Religions
Conflicting Truth-Claims edited by JOHN HICK. Internationally-
known scholars discuss what the different religions have to say
about the nature of ultimate reality, the modes of divine activity,
and the nature and destiny of man. $5.95

In Search of a Responsible World Society
The Social Teachings of the World Council of Churches by
PAUL BOCK. "No other book makes available the substance of
the most significant reports and pronouncements from the
Stockholm Conference (1925) almost to the present."—John
C.Bennett. $10

Philosophy of God, and Theology
by BERNARD J. F. LONERGAN, S. J. One of the greatest present-
day Catholic thinkers explores the relationships of religious
experience, philosophy of God, and systematic theology. $4.50

Natural Law and the Ethics of Love
A New Synthesis by WILLIAM A. SPURRIER. A helpful guide to
comprehending and dealing with complex moral issues. "Well
written, clearly organized, and remarkably easy to understand."
—Library Journal. $5.95

Zen and the Comic Spirit
by CONRAD HYERS. Fresh ideas about the place of laughter in.
the religious life. "A fine contribution, unique of its kind, to the
literature on Zen Buddhism."—Christmas Humphreys, President,
The Buddhist Society (London).CIoth $6.95, paper $3.95

Commitment on Campus
Changes in Religion and Values Over Five Decades by DEAN
R. HOGE. Research at thirteen universities and colleges has pro-
vided a new method of interpreting changes in religion and
values in America, especially among young people. $10

Now at your bookstore THE WESTMINSTER PRESS
920 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107
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EVERY NEED SUPPLIED 
Mutual Aid and Christian Community 
in the Free Churches, 1525—1675 
Edited by Donald F . Durnbaugh 
Unlike the Protestant Reformers, the Radical Reformers com­
mitted themselves to be responsive to the material and spir­
itual needs of their members. Despite fierce persecution, they 
developed a rather complete, coherent, and modern church 
view. The letters, church records, prisoners' accounts, and 
chronicles brought together here provide the reader with a 
lively historical portrait of the Free Churches that focuses 
on the important characteristics of mutual aid and Christian 
community. Many of these documents have been translated 
into English for the first time. Each is separately introduced, 
and a general introduction gives valuable insight into the 
importance of the Radical Reformation and the significance of 
its concerns today. Documents in Free Church History, Frank­
lin H. Littell and George Huntston Williams, General Editors. 
$15.00 

POWER AND SEXUALITY 
The Emergence of Canon Law 
at the Synod of Elvira 
Samuel Laeuchli 
The eighty-one canons of the Synod of Elvira (circa A.D. 309) 
are the oldest conciliar documentation of Christianity's change 
from a sectarian to a state religion. In this innovative study, 
Samuel Laeuchli analyzes the language of the canons and 
reconstructs the struggle of Church leaders to repress sexuality 
and to impose ascetic discipline on the faithful. 

"A fascinating and thought-provoking study."—Robert M . 
Grant, University of Chicago 

"Recommended to Church historians, theologians, and stu­
dents interested in the Church's emergence from a pagan 
society."—Choice 
$9.00 

Temple 
University Press 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19122 
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