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and even if he, only dons the'battle-drew of E.N.S.A. be can 
scarcely hope to devote himself to the theatre as such: his category 
is that  of morde. In France, the German occupation created special 
difficulties, but there was never any weakening in that joy in creating 
which is the quality, of all others, that  makes the name of France 
synonymous with Western civilisation. France, that land of mani- 
festoes, can extlsperate but rarely bores. 

The present volurnes, admirably illustrated, are a welcome re- 
minder of French vitality, and reveal how close, now, are the links 
that bind us. There is no room to give a detailed account of their 
contents, but the volume on England, with its essays on the theatre 
of the war years, and its excellent translations of extracts from 
T. S. Eliot, Emlyn Williams, Sean O'Casey, Synge, and Yeats, 
together with Gide's vexsion of Anthony and c'leopatra, will gladden 
the hearts of those who wonder how others see us. The third volume, 
on Prance, has extracts from Obey, Neven, Puyet, and essays by 
Gabriel Marcel, Andre Chasmel, and m m y  more. 

.The Little volume published by the Presses Universitaires de 
France, in a series sirmlar to our own Home University Library, is a 
masterpiece of compression, and gives a readable history of the 
thestre from primitive dances, via Greek tragedy, medieval mordi- 
ties, Shakespeare, and Racine, to modern experiments. Here is an 
ceuvre de vdgmkation that  is a model. 

I. E. 

\~VOMEX-I AND THE FUTURE. By Margaret Goldsmith. (Lindsay Drum- 

The later chapters of this book provide a useful statistical survey of 
the post-war situation and its problem for women, in industry, the 
professions, politics, law; there axe useful chapters also on housing 
and the present threat of race-suicide. But it is the early pages, on 
mnrriage and the family, which raise the fundamental problem, the 
full scope of which the author does not seem to see, and to which, 
certainly, no adequate solution is offered. It is quite clear that women 
who need and desire creative work ought not to be debarred from it 
by sex-prejudice or unfair legislation; and that creative work of many 
kinds is quite compatible with a happy married and family life. But 
what if the work is the uncreative drudgery of the factory? First, is 
that compatible with family life? The author's only suggestions here 
are that (a) the day-nursery system should be expanded-which 
ignores the fact that the creativity of marriage does not end with the 
birth of the child but essentially includes upbringing and the making 
of the home; or (b) that nature will somehow 'respond to the require- 
ments of national self-preservation' and induce women to be mothers 
at  an earlier age, so as to be workers later on-which seems extremely 
questionable. On the other hand, if the two things are not compatible, 
and none the less large numbers of women are to choose the work 
rather than the family, the fact must be faced that they we rejecting 
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the fulfilment of their creative function in favour of uncreativity- 
and that way lies psychological catastrophe. This aspect of the situa- 
tion does not seem to ha.va occurred to the author; and the book is 
indeed a gloomy reminder of the way in which the creative aspect of 
married and family life is being lost sight of. Thank God, the extent 
of this trend is debatable: the a.uthor’s findings con0ict; but the 
danger is real. And it will gxow more and more formidable as long as 
those who try to form public opinion are so lacking in psychological 
insight as to base their judgments on the naive assumption that any 
tendeucy whatsoever is bound to be a good one provided it makes for 
the economic equality of the sexes. G.V. 
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