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Occasionally to die English mind the headings of the sub-divisions
aPpear slightly forced and tend to encourage introspection rather than
spontaneous conversation with God. But there is a fine selection of
Scriptural passages, 'Peuple de Jahve", which reflect the dignity of
a Christian. Under the seventh petition one welcomes prayers of such
Vlgorous apostles as Cardinal Suhard and Abbe Godin, appealing for
guidance lest activity should become too natural. Chiefly in the
Scriptural passages it is God who speaks to the soul, opening the way to
a more intimate dialogue. The only notable omission, the prayer of
ur Lord in St John, chapter seventeen, is perhaps being reserved by
"£ compilers for their future books of prayers, to which this volume

makes us look forward.
SR M. AGNES, O.P.

^•OSOPHY FOR THE LAYMAN. By Aegidius Doolan, o.p., S.T.M.

(Dominican Publications, Dublin; 12s. 6d.)

This is the second edition of a book first published ten years ago.
consists of fifty-eight short essays originally contributed to 'Hibernia'.

1 . ^m, the author says in his Foreword, is 'an orderly treatment, as
Vki a s c^vltY allows, of the fundamental problems of Natural

losophy,so as to show their bearing on our moral life'. The larger
Part of the book is concerned with Moral Philosophy but, since 'what
.,. a n ought to do . . . depends upon what he has the power to do',
1 s :ii led up to, after a handful of essays on general basic questions,
Jj' an examination of some main theses in Thomist Psychology.
. s treatment is necessarily slight but is nevertheless sufficient to make
ervl U:-Si°n of Ethics that follows more intelligible, and the author
so e a v o u r s n o t merely to state the Thomist position, but to consider

e of the major objection to this view. The essays are, for the most
y. > brisk and lively and are full of quotations from a remarkably
a u C r a n S e of sources.Whilst the exposition is generally clear there are

ttiber of cases where the brevity of the articles and the need to end
e atld open another seems to interrupt rather than aid the develop-

* k^ a s i n g ' e t r a i n °*" bought. An impression of jerkiness might
° e e t l avoided had several articles been forged into a longer

4 , a t tnese points. However, in spite of a somewhat misleading title,
prQi ,°°k should be of value to the layman, who realizes that the
at theifS' Pc r s o n a l and communal, besetting us are not to be solved
atmr . e vel upon which they are commonly approached, and who
°°JecClateS ^ a t <to k " n § things back to principle, to link life with its
^ as F W o r ck w i t h their meaning, whatever is a means with its end',

r ^oolan observes, 'the principle need of today'.
M.T.
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