
Notes on the Contributors

Gérald Bronner is a lecturer in sociology at the University of Paris-Sorbonne. His
research deals with group beliefs and social cognition. He has published L’Empire des
croyances (Paris, PUF, 2003) on the topic. Address: Université Paris-Sorbonne, Maison
de la Recherche-ISHA, 28 rue Serpente, 75006 Paris, France. 
[email: Gerald.Bronner@univ-nancy2.fr]

Adam Burgess is currently a senior lecturer in sociology at the University of Kent,
UK, having previously held posts at the universities of Reading, Bath, Brunel and
Westminster. His principal research focus is the changing dynamics of contemporary
western societies, particularly as these take place through the elevation of health and
risk-related concerns. His most recent book, Cellular Phones, Public Fears and a Culture
of Precaution (Cambridge University Press, 2004) examined the social construction,
international diffusion and differing national impacts of the health anxiety related to
mobile phones. He is currently researching drug-assisted ‘date rape’, and is under-
taking a larger project on the impact of risk-related public inquiries upon British
society. Address: School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social Research, University of
Kent, Canterbury CT2 7NF, UK. [email: A.Burgess@kent.ac.uk]

Véronique Campion-Vincent has been a researcher with the CNRS, and is now
associated with the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (Paris). Since 1985 she has been
making a systematic study of rumors and urban legends from a sociological and
anthropological perspective. She has published several books with Jean-Bruno
Renard, as well as Des fauves dans nos campagnes. Légendes, rumeurs et apparitions
(1992), La Légende des vols d’organes (1997); Organ Theft Legends, 2005), Rumor Mills.
The Social Impact of Rumor and Legend (2005, edited jointly with Gary Fine and Chip
Heath), La Société parano. Théories du complot, menaces et incertitudes (2005). Address:
Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, 54 Boulevard Raspail, 75006 Paris, France. 
[email: campionv@msh-paris.fr]

Nicholas DiFonzo, PhD, is Professor of Psychology at Rochester Institute of
Technology in Rochester, NY, USA [email: Nicholas.DiFonzo@rit.edu]. Prashant
Bordia, PhD, is Associate Professor of Management at the University of South
Australia in Adelaide, Australia [email: Prashant.Bordia@unisa.edu.au]. Drs DiFonzo
and Bordia both earned their PhDs in Social and Organizational Psychology from
Temple University in 1994 and 1996, respectively. They have authored over 30 
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articles, chapters and technical reports on topics pertaining to the psychological
dimensions of rumor, as well as presenting over 30 papers on these topics at 
academic conferences. Their recent publication, Rumor Psychology: Social & Organiza-
tional Approaches (2007, American Psychological Association) examines the definition
of rumor, rumor effects, why people spread and believe rumors, how rumors help
people make sense, rumor accuracy, the effects of trust on rumor transmission, and
how to prevent and manage rumors. They have received funding to study rumor
from the National Science Foundation, the Australian Research Council, and the
Institute for Public Relations. They have also served as expert court witnesses for the
Procter & Gamble Corporation on the topic of the famous (and false) Satanism rumor
and product rumors. Address: Nicholas DiFonzo, Department of Psychology,
Rochester Institute of Technology, 18 Lomb Memorial Drive Rochester, NY 14623,
USA. 
[email: NXDGSS@rit.edu]

Pamela Donovan is author of No Way of Knowing: Crime, Urban Legends, and the
Internet (Routledge, 2004). She teaches criminal justice and sociology at Bloomsburg
University in Pennsylvania, United States. She has recently contributed entries to the
Encyclopedia of Law Enforcement (ed. Larry Sullivan, Sage Publications, 2005) and 
the Historical Encyclopedia of Prostitution (ed. Melissa Ditmore, Greenwood Press,
forthcoming). She is interested in the historical and cultural dimensions of crime and
criminology, the study of rumor, and the development of qualitative methodologies
in the social sciences. Address: Department of Sociology, Social Work and Criminal
Justice, Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA 17815, USA. 
[email: pdonovan@bloomu.edu]

Gary Alan Fine is John Evans Professor of Sociology at Northwestern University
and was recently a fellow at the Russell Sage Foundation in New York City. For 30
years he has written on issues of rumor and gossip, beginning with his book Rumor
and Gossip: The Social Psychology of Hearsay (1976, co-authored with Ralph Rosnow),
Manufacturing Tales: Sex and Money in Contemporary Legends (1992), and Whispers on
the Color Line: Rumor and Race in America (2001, co-authored with Patricia Turner). He
also is an editor of Rumor Mills: The Social Impact of Rumor and Legend (2005). He is
currently writing a book on rumor and globalization, Whispers on the Border Line:
Rumor and the Global System (to be co-authored with William C. Ellis). Address:
Department of Sociology, Northwestern University, 1810 Chicago Avenue,
Evanston, IL 60208, USA. 
[email: g-fine@northwestern.edu]

Micheline Galley honorary CNRS research director and an ethnologist specializ-
ing in the Arab world, has mostly worked in North Africa and Malta on literatures
from the oral tradition (Arabic dialects) and especially the Geste hilalienne, life 
stories, agrarian rituals and popular art. Among her books is: Maria Calleja’s Gozo
(Utah University Press and UNESCO, 1994). From 1972 to 1987 she served as
Secretary-general of the International Association for the Study of Mediterranean
Civilizations, organizing interdisciplinary meetings on the theme of contacts

Notes on the Contributors

203

1-000 DIO 5401  1/15/07  2:31 PM  Page 203

https://doi.org/10.1177/0392192107073439 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1177/0392192107073439


between Mediterranean cultures and overseeing publication of their proceedings
(Algiers 1973, 1978 and Tunis 1985). Her most recent books are: Le Figuier magique
(2003) and Taghrîba (2005). Address: 12 rue de La Bruyère, 75009 Paris, France. 
[email: m.galley@noos.fr]

Emilio De Ípola is Professor at the University of Buenos Aires and a researcher
(main grade) at CONICET (Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y
Técnicas, Argentina) with a Doctorat ès lettres (Doctorat d’état) from the University
of Paris. His publications include: Ideología y discurso populista (1982), Investigaciones
políticas (1988), Las cosas del creer (1997) and Metáforas de la política (2001), as well as
many articles in Argentinian and foreign journals. Address: Calle Costa Rica 4652,
1414 Buenos Aires, Argentina. [email: ipola@fibertel.com.ar]

Jean-Bruno Renard (born in Paris 1947) is Professor of Sociology at the Paul-Valéry
University – Montpellier III. He works on the place of the imaginary in society and
is the author of several books, among them Bandes dessinées et croyances du siècle
(1986); Les Extraterrestres: une nouvelle croyance religieuse? (1988); Rumeurs et légendes
urbaines (3rd edn 2006); and, with Véronique Campion-Vincent, Légendes urbaines,
(2nd edn 2002) and De source sûre (2nd edn 2005). He has published a large number
of articles, including ‘The Wild Man and the Extraterrestrial: Two Figures of
Evolutionist Fantasy’ (Diogenes 127, 1984) and ‘The Idea of Chance: Attitudes and
Superstitions’ (Diogenes 140, 1987). Address: 119 rue Ampère, 34070 Montpellier,
France. [email: Jean-Bruno.Renard@univ-montp3.fr]

Michel-Louis Rouquette is Professor of Social and Environmental Psychology at
the University of Paris Descartes. He has always worked on topics connected with
the study of social thinking and has published Les Rumeurs (PUF, 1975), La Rumeur
et le meurtre (PUF, 1992); Propagande et citoyenneté (PUF, 2004), Sur la connaissance des
masses (PUF, 1994), La Chasse à l’immigré (Mardaga, 1997), La Communication sociale
(Dunod, 1998), Anatomie des idées ordinaires (Armand Colin, 2003). Address: 3 rue de
la Glacière, 34500 Béziers, France. [email: ml.rouquette@wanadoo.fr]

Emmanuel Taïeb, PhD in political science. He works on the public nature of 
executions under the French Third Republic. He is a member of the Centre de
Recherches Politiques at the Sorbonne and has published various articles on the
question of sensitivities over the death penalty and rumors of a political nature. His
most recently published article is: ‘Pouvoir et individuation. Une lecture de Foucault
et d’Elias’, Labyrinthe, 22, 2005.

The editors extend their thanks to Bronislaw Baczko, Robert Darnton, Jeanne Delbaere,
Rosalind I. J. Hackett, Chip Heath, Francisco Naishtat and Jean Starobinski for their advice
and suggestions during the preparation of this volume.
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