
THE SOCIAL CONSTITUTION

In The Social Constitution, Whitney Taylor examines the conditions 
under which new constitutional rights become meaningful and insti-
tutionalized. Taylor introduces the concept of “embedding” constitu-
tional law to clarify how particular visions of law come to take root both 
socially and legally. Constitutional embedding can occur through legal 
mobilization, as citizens understand the law in their own way and make 
legal claims – or choose not to – on the basis of that understanding, 
and as judges decide whether and how to respond to legal claims. These 
interactions ultimately construct the content and strength of the con-
stitutional order. Taylor draws on more than a year of fieldwork across 
Colombia and multiple sources of data, including semi-structured inter-
views, original surveys, legal documents, and participation observation. 
This title is part of the Flip it Open Programme and may also be avail-
able Open Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

Whitney K.  Taylor is Assistant Professor of Political Science at San 
Francisco State University. Her research focuses on the intersection of 
rights, law, and contentious politics.
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