
Cover image:  Sunset over tea plantation 
in Malaysia - stock photo 
(DasMaddin/ E+ /  
Getty Images)

Series Editors
Erica Fox Brindley  
Pennsylvania State 
University

Rowan Kimon Flad  
Harvard University

About the Series
Elements in Ancient East Asia contains 
multi-disciplinary contributions focusing 
on the history and culture of East Asia 
in ancient times. Its framework extends 
beyond anachronistic, nation-based 
conceptions of the past, following instead 
the contours of Asian sub-regions and 
their interconnections with each other. 
The series explores themes including 
sources, environments, institutions, 
peoples and ideas, presenting the latest 
findings and strikingly new perspectives 
on the ancient world in East Asia.

Gendered archaeology in Asia has been studied by 
archaeologists since the 1990s and scholars have posed 
questions such as the role and construction of gendered 
identities in ancient societies. In this Element, the authors 
review secondary literature, report on to what stage the 
research has evolved, evaluate methodologies, and use the 
concept of networking to examine the issues across East 
Asia, including China, Mongolia, Korea, Japan, and Taiwan. 
Interestingly, those literatures are not entirely parallel with each 
other – the authors found, for example, that archaeological 
investigation was largely bound by national guidelines, by 
local intellectual traditions, and by changing historiographic 
interpretations of past events, as well as funding. The 
complexion of recent studies on gender and archaeology in 
Asia has often been focused on providing a framework for a 
grand narrative of each national “civilization” as the emergence 
of institutional political structures, including traditional values 
placed on men and women.

A
rch

aeo
lo

g
ical Stu

d
ies o

n
 G

en
d

er in
 E

arly E
ast A

sia
W

u
 A

n
d

 Lin
d

u
ff

ISSN 2632-7325 (online)
ISSN 2632-7317 (print)

Mandy Jui-man Wu and 
Katheryn M. Linduff

Archaeological 
Studies on Gender 
in Early East Asia

Ancient East Asia

available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Elements in Ancient East Asia
PEOPLE: Family, Gender, Class, and the Individual

edited by
Erica Fox Brindley

Pennsylvania State University

Rowan Kimon Flad
Harvard University

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
STUDIES ON GENDER IN

EARLY EAST ASIA

Mandy Jui-man Wu
Hanover College

Katheryn M. Linduff
University of Pittsburgh

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009533546

DOI: 10.1017/9781108987486

© Mandy Jui-man Wu and Katheryn M. Linduff 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781108987486

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-009-53354-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-98739-4 Paperback

ISSN 2632-7325 (online)
ISSN 2632-7317 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009533546
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Archaeological Studies on Gender in Early East Asia

Elements in Ancient East Asia

DOI: 10.1017/9781108987486
First published online: December 2024

Mandy Jui-man Wu
Hanover College

Katheryn M. Linduff
University of Pittsburgh

Author for correspondence: Mandy Jui-man Wu, wuju@hanover.edu

Abstract: Gendered archaeology in Asia has been studied by
archaeologists since the 1990s and scholars have posed questions such
as the role and construction of gendered identities in ancient societies. In
this Element, the authors review secondary literature, report on to what
stage the research has evolved, evaluate methodologies, and use the

concept of networking to examine the issues across East Asia, including
China, Mongolia, Korea, Japan, and Taiwan. Interestingly, those

literatures are not entirely parallel with each other – the authors found,
for example, that archaeological investigation was largely bound by
national guidelines, by local intellectual traditions, and by changing
historiographic interpretations of past events, as well as funding. The
complexion of recent studies on gender and archaeology in Asia has
often been focused on providing a framework for a grand narrative of
each national “civilization” as the emergence of institutional political
structures, including traditional values placed on men and women.

Keywords: gender, ancient Asia, archaeology, women, identity

© Mandy Jui-man Wu and Katheryn M. Linduff 2024

ISBNs: 9781009533546 (HB), 9781108987394 (PB), 9781108987486 (OC)
ISSNs: 2632-7325 (online), 2632-7317 (print)

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

mailto:wuju@hanover.edu
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Contents

1 Introduction 1

1.1 Overview 1
1.2 Models from the Past and Current Goals 5
1.3 Sections of This Element 10

2 Current Research 11

2.1 People’s Republic of China 11
2.2 Korea 22
2.3 Japan 28
2.4 Mongolia 39
2.5 Taiwan 44

3 Thinking Ahead 53

Bibliography 56

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

The roles of men and women in our societies are observable in everyday life to

all of us, but the construction of attitudes toward “proper” behavior for genders

is culture-based and has a history that is often elusive, as it is often not recorded

directly. Gender constructions are the result of and affected by political, eco-

nomic, ideological, and religious thinking, the law, urban and rural life, social

structure, leisure and entertainment, family life, birth, marriage, death and

burial, health, nutrition and food, education, and many other aspects of our

lives. These are not always readily observable in the past lives of those

unearthed through archaeological investigation.1 As was proposed in 1984 by

Margaret Conkey and Janet Spector, archaeology can substantiate sets of

culture-specific beliefs about the meaning of masculine and feminine, about

the capabilities of men and women, about their power relations, and about their

appropriate roles in society (Conkey and Spector 1984: 1). We ask if this idea

has guided archaeological research on gender in East Asia.

In preparing this Element, we examined historical and current intellectual

concepts that have guided researchers who study gender in archaeology in

ancient East Asia. Immediately, we recognized that the characters for sex and

gender are the same in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean (性別),2 such that

distinctions between discerning sex and gendered behavior have not always

been sought. Interestingly, the words in Mongolian (and Russian) do mark that

difference (sex = секс, gender = хүйс; and in Russian, sex = секс, gender = пол,
род) and may be tied to a more complex understanding of social order in

literature in these languages (see Section 2.4 on Mongolia). Even though

looking for patterns in the expression of gender and learning how that might

be preserved in archaeological settings might have been our initial goal, we

found that such a focus has not directed most studies to date in East Asia.

Discovering and recording distinctive patterns that marked sexes in past burial

practice has dominated the research, and that is an important first step, but

further advances in the study of gender will require clearer conceptualizations

of gender as a socially constructed facet of societies and individuals. An

understanding of gender as intrinsically tied to conceptions of fluid and multiple

1 The most recent comprehensive, synthetic historical study of everyday life in East Asia is focused
on China in the Han dynasty and outlines many of these issues (Poo 2018). Poo Mu-chou’s
volume includes a section on gender relations (Poo 2018: 186–206).

2 We have inserted Asian orthography in the text and Bibliography for all transliterated words,
papers and book titles, proper names of authors, sites names, and so on, according to the local
writing system.
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identities, whether national, political, personal, ethnic, cultural, or otherwise,

could lead to contextualizing gendered behavior further historically.

Although we searched for and hopefully have found most of what has been

published about gender in archaeology across East Asia, we have not found, or

do not know how to locate, everything. For instance, following 2004 when the

first full set of edited articles on gender in early China appeared in English and

then in Chinese (Linduff and Sun 2004, 2006), we documented almost 200

articles published in Chinese. By contrast, we found thirty or fewer articles

focused on gender in each of the other countries, whether in local or other

languages. In this Element, we concentrate on local language publications while

illustrating both the methods and the proposed results with case studies and

noting the impact of thinking from outside the region where relevant.3

We report patterns of interest and analysis in scholarship and group research

by what we think is the foundational infrastructure of that research and analysis.

Even though East Asia was historically and is currently a region comprised of

culturally, ethnically, politically, and socially complex societies where gender

as studied by archaeologists might lead to quite varied conceptions of social

behavior, we found that such understanding has been unevenly initiated across

the region. Historical texts, whether contemporary with the early societies on

which they supposedly report or not, hold an especially privileged place both in

the definition of topics for research and in the interpretation of archaeological

data. Those historical texts most often report a uniform view of “proper behav-

ior” for all men and women within a homogenizing notion of the target culture.

In addition, archaeological methods vary for the collection of data and most

often the focus is not an effort to examine issues of gender. Some scholars make

use of ethnographic parallels in their analyses, but these are rarely accompanied

by discussions of anthropological theory. Perhaps the most compelling recent

change in research methods is the application of newer scientific testing that has

led to an understanding of the movement of peoples, family lineages, food, diet,

and health disparities across a population, including class, ethnicity, and gen-

ders. Those test results are often added to other older styles of historical-culture

analyses related to gender. For instance, cranial morphologies and/or typologies

are often used to build interpretations of “ethnicity” and “gender” even though

other more certain testing methods that determine sex have neither initially nor

3 Although we have concentrated our searches on those published in local languages and/or local
scholars, we also mention publications in other languages that we found have been especially
persuasive in the study of gender and archaeology in East Asia regardless of national affiliation.
We also note the comprehensive bibliographies compiled by Robin Yates and Danni Cai (2018),
although these are focused on publications on women and gender in China and written inWestern
languages only, and do not focus on archaeological studies.

2 Ancient East Asia
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consistently been applied.4 Assertions about femininity and masculinity have

also sometimes been based on contemporary assumptions about gender roles.

One such example is the telling of changes in the social order within theMarxist

paradigm from matriarchy to patriarchy in late prehistory as applied in the

People’s Republic of China (PRC) since its establishment. Without archaeo-

logical data to confirm female leadership, gendered roles in households, or

political positions in prehistoric China, explanations have been recognized as

politically motivated to show the emergence of societal inequality and to bolster

the necessity for the new socialist order (Shelach 2004).

As we were invited to review “women and gender in early East Asia,”we had

to determine what areas and periods we thought should be included and how we

might best represent coherent ancient culture regions within them. We have

chosen to look at the prehistoric era up to established state-level period soci-

eties, in part because these stages have received the most attention in archae-

ology and gender studies. We define the region in geographic and ethnocultural

terms. Geographically, although culturally not entirely distinct from adjacent

regions, East Asia consists of the eastern region of the Eurasian landmass and

includes the modern states of China, Japan, Mongolia, North Korea, South

Korea, and Taiwan. Often throughout history, the area lay within the Chinese

sphere of influence and adopted the Chinese written script and calendar,

although each modern nation-state included has aimed to establish its own

identity. Significantly, in addition, East Asia borders geographically on

Siberia and the Russian Far East to the north, Southeast Asia to the south,

South Asia to the southwest, and central Eurasia to the west. To the east is the

Pacific Ocean and to the southeast is Micronesia (the Pacific Ocean island group

classified as part of Oceania). Over time, mountains, prairies, formidable

deserts, mighty river systems and seas, and climate changes have often formed

political, cultural, as well as physical barriers to and within the region. Not

surprisingly, complex ethnocultural mixes of peoples and societies emerged in

antiquity that crossed these geographic areas, and many transregional connec-

tions still exist today. We have included notice of such intersections throughout

as they figure directly in the formation of societies in East Asia and sometimes

importantly in the shaping of notions of gender, but we have not surveyed those

areas independently here.

Historically, societies in East Asia have been defined around issues associated

with the rise and establishment of state-level polities and their peripheries. Of

course, those important historical processes did occur. But prehistoric and early

historic culture zones do not easily follow modern geographic or ethno-political

4 See Section 2.1.
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definitions, since we know that borders were fluid and peoples interacted not only

at the edges of large communities or polities but even within the communities

themselves through marriage, trade, and other forms of exchange. We know, for

instance, that human cultural, biological, and genomic hybridity was the norm

across East Asia as opposed to homogeneity (Pechenkina and Oxenman 2013).

Genetically and culturally close communities inhabited the same or neighboring

territories, the spaces once occupied by bygone states or empires that were and are

often still united by the institutions as well as the political, economic, ideological,

and notional ties of the past. The extent to which those legacies continue to

influence the life of research today was clear in our survey of the published

materials on gender, especially in the review of literature on ethnocultural and

gendered life in early Taiwan. Although we know that interactive patterns of

behavior existed and binary descriptions cannot adequately reflect the shape of

the communities, polities, families, or archaeological recovery, East Asian

authors have adhered stridently to report within modern national bounds and

ethnocultural units created to advance national narratives.

Related to this nation-based reporting of archaeology, scholarship across

the region has been profoundly affected by modern history in East Asia.

Having witnessed the breakdown and dissolution of monarchies in China

and Japan, social and political revolutions in Russia and China, the demise

of colonial holdings, the downfall of the USSR, and two world wars, no part

of East Asia was left unchanged. The subject of gender emerged there as in

other parts of the world especially after World War II as a focused topic of

research in the 1960s and 1970s as part of local reevaluations of social

order that led to intensifying civil rights awareness. Increasingly globalized

communication and economies worldwide have opened avenues of rapid

exchange like never before. Although the results of this history manifest

differently area by area, all were affected in some way by these events. For

example, contemporary sociopolitical settings have, in our view, deeply

influenced the way archaeological data are being understood and inter-

preted, as has the impact of the history and growth of “feminism” and/or

consciousness of gender. And as has recently been reported about PRC

female archaeologists (Hein et al. 2023: 559–590), we have noted the role

of a growing awareness of and debate around “feminist” movements in the

twentieth century across East Asia as one impetus for the study of gender as

a factor in archaeological research.

These reflections arose after reviewing the secondary literature from China,

Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and Mongolia that make use of archaeological data to

reconstruct and interpret gendered actions of the past. Interestingly, those

literatures are not entirely parallel with each other, and we found, for example,

4 Ancient East Asia
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that archaeological investigation was largely bound by national regulations, by

local intellectual traditions, and by changing historiographic interpretations of

past events, as well as selective funding for research. Such circumstances have

neither easily nor sometimes at all allowed for the study of ancient cultures and

societal organization across modern national borders, thus negating a full

understanding of the structure of whole ancient societies. This is, perhaps,

one of the greatest deterrents to the study of ancient communities in regions

that cross current state or even sometimes provincial borders.

Of course, observations ofmodern archaeologists and historians depend onwhat

has been excavated and reported. Their reconstructions are affected by intellectual

traditions brought to the task from each interpreter’s past. Interestingly, we found

that we needed to separate historical facts (archaeological data) as documented in

excavated materials from reports and efforts that aimed to reconstruct historical

knowledge (interpretation). The desire to record vs. the desire to understand and

investigate the past varies from report to report. Although the two are not exclusive,

they often are not mingled. Our hope is that by reviewing the current state of

thinking about gender across East Asia, we can inspire the construction of the

consequential historical experience of gendered behavior through which facts can

be understood. That might take the form of more synthetic thinking on the part of

collaborative teams of holders of specific information ready to be examined

through an historical lens or the development of projects that take aim at gendered

behavior at the outset. Many scientific tools and much more data are available to

the archaeologist today, such that this sort of research is possible. We hope that this

Element provides a useful starting point for additional future work in this direction.

1.2 Models from the Past and Current Goals

1.2.1 National Archaeologies

Contributions to the study of gender in archaeological contexts have increased

over the past couple of decades and are naturally part of an overall interest in

focusing on topics that reflect broad cross sections of populations across the

globe. It is not surprising that current sociopolitical issues affecting the world at

large have impacted the direction of the study of gender. The nature of recent

studies in East Asia has often been focused on providing a framework for

a grand narrative of each national “civilization,” and underlying archaeological

inquiry everywhere today, for instance, is the tension between nationalist vs.

universalizing efforts to approach and then to interpret the data, including

discussions of gender. Fieldwork in Asia, thus, is often driven by questions

about how to identify the East Asian prehistoric and historic territorial borders/

spheres of cultures that are located within “Chinese,” “Korean,” “Japanese,”

5Archaeological Studies on Gender
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“Taiwanese,” or “Mongolian” archaeological spheres with the goal of develop-

ing histories of each “core” civilization.

Even so, the expansion in the recovery of regional and local archaeological

materials all over East Asia has aided in nurturing lively debates that compare

ancient societies across the globe and the multifaceted makeup of cultural

formation. Whatever the nature of one’s interpretation of culture and its forma-

tion and change, the point or points where such questions can be tested have

benefited in the past several decades by being identified archaeologically.

Unilinear theories of culture development have weakened as more and more

diverse materials have been unearthed and regional paradigms have been made

current (e.g., Migishima et al. 2011; Ōta-shi Kyōiku Iinkai 2012). Even so,

what, where, and who contributed to any societal formation are questions that

strike deep into nationalistic, as well as ethnic, sentiments and most often have

not included ideas about the role of gender in these formative periods and

structures.

In addition, globalizing propensities across the modern world have hastened

the desire for comparative studies but have, unintentionally, also encouraged

a competitive nationalist focus. This concern has also nurtured “network”

studies that explore connectivity. Often this emphasizes the notion of nation-

state interconnectivity through trade and expansion. More recently, “local”

studies have emerged as a sort of antidote to global analysis, arguing that

much can be learned by looking at interaction within centers regardless of

size and complexity. In addition, household archaeological investigations

have narrowed the lens even further to provide the capacity to examine gender

roles in even more focused locales and individual households.

But perhaps most notably, culture norms and traditional historical narra-

tives are often in conflict with other ways of studying topics that have to do

with pre- and early historic social orders, including issues of gender. For

instance, the Chinese socialist paradigm looks at history through a series of

increasingly restrictive roles for women, from matriarchy to patriarchy, and

assumes that those norms were ubiquitous across history. As reviewed by

Shelach-Lavi (2004), this allows little room for revision or adjustment to the

telling of history, since the progression is already described in the socialist

mode of thinking. This conflict has bedeviled the study of gender and all its

various iterations in China. Elsewhere in Asia, views about gender identity

and roles are age-old and are also embedded in early literature as well as

contemporary life and continue to affect how gender is interpreted when

telling history. These views are further noted in each regional section in this

Element.

6 Ancient East Asia

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.118.141.122, on 22 Dec 2024 at 20:32:42, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108987486
https://www.cambridge.org/core


These are not the only issues that retard interest in gender. The strong hold of

traditional culture norms (even in the present) surely plays a part in attitudes

toward the study of gender all across Asia. Interpretation of the sex of burial

occupants is a case in point. Very often an assemblage of weapons and signs of

leadership has led to an assignment of male sex, or likewise inclusion of

weaving or cooking utensils has automatically suggested that the deceased

was female. Although the technology that can determine biological sex is

available across Asia, it is not uniformly used, in part because investigators

suppose the sex of the deceased based on assumptions about artifacts in the

tomb and social roles followed historically and up through today.

Sometimes even when scientific skills are applied (accelerator mass spectrom-

etry [AMS] dating, DNA and genome analysis, strontium and stable isotope

analysis [Wang M. et al. 2021: 35], and others discussed in the sections that

follow), the results are reported without placing that information within the

relevant historical context or considering how it might be used to reimagine

constructed gender roles. Synthetic historical thinking is missing from many

reports and would, of course, sometimes be difficult to accomplish as it usually

requires collaborative teams of researchers not always available in local settings.

Even if one is certain that the sex identification in burial remains is correct

and tested, excavations are often biased toward tombs of the elite class. If that

analysis is used to generalize about roles across all society, differences in such

features as age, culture background, ritual, status, societal or familial role, and

so on could be easily missed.

Another measure of how well gender has been integrated into the study of

early societies in East Asia can be found in a cross section of introductory texts,

mostly in English. Examples from China include Li Liu’s 2004 text on the

Chinese Neolithic, which does consider gender status and roles when discussing

the emergence of societal complexity in China, but her other introductory book

with Xingcan Chen (2012) on early prehistory does not single out such issues.

Gideon Shelach-Lavi’s (2015) text on late prehistory through the Han, in

contrast, does incorporate discussions of changes in gender roles across time

when addressing the emergence of societal complexity. Likewise, posing ques-

tions about gender is uneven in introductory texts focused on Japan (Mizoguchi

2013) and Korea (Nelson 1995, 2003).

1.2.2 Differing Field Methodologies

The ability to discuss issues related to gender in a particular archaeological

context depends in part on the field methodologies used. When developing an

7Archaeological Studies on Gender
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archaeological field project, the choice of whether to adopt a problem-based vs.

an object-based line of inquiry draws attention to different goals and can result

in different sorts of data. For example, gender or cultural difference is often

reported in relation to how it affected a central core polity, thus benefiting

traditional centrist views and “big” ideologies over discerning regional and

diverse cultural terrains. Assumptions about the use and identification of objects

might also simply preclude any more nuanced analysis of gender identity in an

analysis of a habitation site or funerary settings.

Moreover, salvage recovery and Cultural Resource Management (CRM)

work have frequently dominated archaeological activity across Asia, and this

necessity has most often excluded research designs that focused on the collec-

tion of information on gender (for Japan, see, e.g., Nakazawa 2010). But if

archaeologists are open and free to choose a place for survey and excavation,

other decisions about what field methodologies might be adopted can be

applied. Independent vs. collaborative or cross-national cooperation as well as

the study and quest for fancy objects and other signs of elites vs. examining

roles and lives of all members of the population are also important factors that

influence whether gendered analysis can take place. Other matters such as

broadscale excavation vs. targeted excavation, regional survey aimed at recon-

struction of political and social structure vs. survey aimed at identifying poten-

tial sites for excavation, and attention to habitation sites vs. tombs make

a difference in what is collected and thus if and/or what kind of gendered

behavior can be determined.

Of course, the backbone of any archaeological inquiry is what is mapped,

unearthed, and recorded – but any such work is not a simple search and rescue

mission, as research priorities, training, and standard practice will influence

what data are collected and intensively targeted. The results in East Asian

countries, for instance, are clearly affected by certain priorities within specific

national traditions. For example, the PRC embassy in the United States regu-

larly and proudly reports on the “Oscars” of archaeology each year, as deter-

mined by a panel of experts, and the winners often represent tombs of the

leadership (mostly male) of society filled with objects that are notable for their

exotic materials or style, and worthy of curiosity that could be used to stimulate

tourist trade, and that amplify the centralizing narrative of traditional histories

(Embassy 2022). This sort of emphasis on elite culture has documented the

trajectory and makeup of the supposed “cores” of Chinese, Korean, Japanese,

Xiongnu, and Mongol civilizations. The current geopolitical atmosphere,

including economic struggles and contending trade agreements represented by

aggravated displays of power by force among modern nations across Asia, has

fueled as well as financed the pursuit of nationalist agendas and its counterpart,
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the telling of mononuclear institutional and most often male-centered cultural

development.

1.2.3 The Role of Texts

The force of tradition weighs heavily all across modern intellectual communi-

ties that examine early societies in East Asia. Historically, training for archae-

ologists has insisted on a great deal of focus on received texts, sometimes even

to the exclusion of consideration of the surrounding archaeological context.

Such dependence on received texts in the telling of history has shaped analyses

of archaeological investigation across the region (Kinney 2014, 2018 [on

China]; Nelson 1991 [on Korea]; Greaves 2020 [on Mongolia]; Barnes 2006

[on Japan]; plus vast numbers of articles and books on textual records, espe-

cially from China and Japan). One of the consequences of this focus has been to

discourage the investigation of culture areas as defined in archaeological con-

texts in favor of discussions aimed at verifying textual accounts.

The imposition of traditional gender-centered interpretations from early texts

has thus colored modern reconstructions of gendered behavior and roles. In all

areas of East Asia, historians have traditionally been mostly male (Hein et al.

2023), and it is that gaze that has predominated. Details of gendered life were

not often reported except in the most general terms in traditional histories. But

there are indicators of how people lived in many cases, recorded in both textual

accounts and archaeological debris that could breathe life into the data. The

embedded hopes and ideals of groups in the society can with caution provide

a backdrop for a more ground-up view of gendered lives as recorded in

archaeological investigations. Currently, the study of excavated texts has

made available a body of evidence that can elucidate gendered roles, identities,

and status, especially in the case of inscriptions on excavated ritual bronzes.

Very careful and astute readings of those texts have reasonably eked out

information on marital patterns and roles of men and women, including atti-

tudes toward core values and political power (e.g., Khayutina 2014, 2017; Sun

2021: 63–99). In addition, others have used material culture and objects as

primary evidence of sociopolitical relationships (Sun 2021; Allard et al. 2018;

Wu 2017 [on China]; Perrin 2010; Nelson 2008 [on Korea]; Ikawa-Smith and

Habu 2002 [on Japan]; Miller 2024 [on Mongolia], and many others).

1.2.4 The Advent of Scientific Testing

Throughout East Asia today all sorts of scientific testing and analyses of

remains, both human and material, are available and are often connected to

issues of gender, but integration of these data with historical thinking is not
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always attempted. Heightened aspirations to preserve something of the past while

at the same time recognizing the great advantages offered by new methodologies

and technological applications have led directly to challenges to create accepted

historical “knowledge.” Impressive new studies have, however, revealed differing

diets among men and women, or between classes and societal roles apparently

based on attitudes about appropriate functions for men and women, and confirmed

that the movement of women into cross-cultural marriage arrangements served for

political advantage (e.g., Argawal and Glencross 2011a, 2011b; Holliman 2011;

Pechenkina and Oxenham 2013). Reexamination of manners of classification,

seriation, and chronologies and including carbon and AMS dating are underway

and have the possibility to document more accurately many actions and changes

in behavior both political and social.

1.2.5 Synthetic Studies

Synthetic cross-Asia studies characterize a direction of research that is espe-

cially demanding, if rewarding – requiring mastery of multiple languages, vast

knowledge, and careful reasoning that sorts and then reports on patterns of

behavior. In English, the 2015 edition of Archaeology of East Asia: The Rise of

Civilization in China, Korea, and Japan by Gina Barnes was a major accom-

plishment, and one that has set a course for teaching and analysis across cultural

and national borders since its first edition in 1993. The lesson from her book is

that one can study Asia across modern national borders to see cultural boundar-

ies and formation when guided by central anthropological questions about

human behavior or bases of power manifest in political organization and social

order. Likewise, Koji Mizoguchi (2013) has developed a regional textbook on

Japan organized according to environment, social hierarchies, governance,

monuments, and networks, all topics of interest throughout the world and

representing a new look at where these features, including gender, can be

studied within a culture that identifies itself as both separate and yet linked

across Asia. Most recently, Bryan Miller’s (2024) book on the Xiongnu pays

attention to regional archaeological settings with the aid of textual accounts,

results of scientific testing, and ethnographic parallels of family histories and

societal order. Natasha Fijn’s (2011) sensitive account of the fluid gendered

division of labor and leadership among pastoralists in central Mongolia offers

a gendered picture as a guide.

1.3 Sections of This Element

This Introduction describes common features of scholarship across East Asia

and discusses where we think the study of gender stands today while keeping in
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mind and bringing to the fore the effects of the sociopolitical and historical

settings in which analyses currently are being rendered. We note differing

approaches to archaeological investigation and the attendant methodological

decisions that have guided and shaped what is studied, especially gender.

Although there are clear problems with organizing our discussions according

to modern national boundaries, in what follows we have done so because we

think it gives a clear picture of how the issue is currently being discussed and

points out the need for future study that crosses those modern national bound-

aries. Reconsideration of spatial divisions for ancient cultures in the future will

hopefully be attempted and, if so, they will certainly require collaboration.

More robust understanding of how gender was positioned and what roles or

functions it shaped in these societies will also require interdisciplinary thinking

that has as one of its goals contextual and synthetic historical analysis. Finally,

we hope that what we have projected here will push scholarship on gender

forward in the future.

2 Current Research

2.1 People’s Republic of China (PRC)

2.1.1 Nationalism and Chinese Archaeology

In his statement about Chinese archaeology on September 9, 2020, the PRC

president Xi Jinping made clear the significance of knowledge of the past to his

contemporary program of “National Rejuvenation” (民族复兴 Minzu fuxing).

He specified that archaeology must be built with Chinese characteristics and in

a Chinese style that will allow better understanding of the long and profound

Chinese civilization. He claimed that the Chinese civilization has unique cul-

tural genes and that its developmental history was rooted in the land of China

and its communications with other civilizations in the world (Xi 2020). Of

course, this means that archaeology could be a focus for increased national

attention and funding if its claimed purpose were to search for a “Chinese”

civilization. Although expressed within contemporary political ambitions, this

view is not new in Chinese intellectual history. In a later statement on

October 30, 2023, Xi called for China’s women to start a “new trend of family”

as the nation grapples with declining birth rates and an aging population. Doing

a good job in women’s work is not only related to women’s own development,

he said, but also related to “family harmony, social harmony, national develop-

ment and national progress” (Xinhua 2023). This call for a focus on older

Chinese ideals, although aimed at unifying China today, follows a model that
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has shaped current analyses of its historical societies, including those about

gender.

The study of men and women in Chinese historic and even prehistoric

societies most often has been defined within a traditional paradigm that has

perpetuated established views about gendered roles. For instance, one of the

most conspicuous renderings of those conventional views about Chinese

women’s roles appeared in the Biographies of Women (列女傳 Lie Nü Zhuan)

compiled by the Han 汉 scholar Liu Xiang 刘向 (77–6 BCE) and has been

reiterated and commented on again and again over the centuries. The essays

generalize thinking about suitable roles based primarily on the lives of elite

women andmen within Chinese imperial society. Does this repeated attention to

“proper” behavior suggest that women were consistently “misbehaving,” thus

provoking the need to reiterate the standards in order to remind women of

“suitable” behavior? Perhaps.

These traditional ideas guide thinking even today in some circles. For

instance, the Biographies of Women was compiled by a male Confucian

scholar, and the essays outline “appropriate” roles and behavior for elite

women, both positive and negative. Those texts not only were revived and

commented on in Chinese and transported to Korea and Japan over the

centuries but have also been translated in part and in full several times

into Western languages. Probably the most influential version known in

the West is by a Jesuit priest named Albert O’Hara (1971), so there is the

possibility of an overlay of Catholic points of view transmitted there as

well. This is not the place to examine the subtleties of modern transla-

tions, except to say that a fruitful avenue of research would be to examine

the male-centered choice of transmitted and translated words as they have

affected interpretation of behavior, especially that of females now and in

the past.5

For instance, as O’Hara translates them, the original scrolls are titled:

1. Correct Deportment of Mothers (母 儀 傳)

2. The Virtuous and Wise (賢 明 傳)

3. The Benign and Wise (仁智 傳)

4. The Chaste and Obedient (貞 順 傳)

5. The Principled and Righteous (節義傳)

6. Those Able in Reasoning and Understanding (辯 通 傳)

7. The Pernicious and Depraved (孽 嬖 傳)

5 Poo looked for and made subtle readings of the male vs. female voice in this text and several
others (Poo 2018: 186–206).
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What the texts affirm is that Chinese (or Asian) women (including those in

Korea and Japan) were limited in the roles and professions open to them, and the

ways in which they could use the clout and advantages afforded themwere most

often as a result of natal family influence/protections. Those relationships were/

are described through the lens of Confucian ideas about individuals knowing

their place in the natural order as governed by hierarchical social relations such

as filial piety – ruler to ruled, father to son, husband to wife, elder brother to

younger brother, friend to friend, and so forth – that explain behavior as a matter

of proper social status. Such views of men and women became canonical and

have loomed large in the search for archaeologically rendered debris as evi-

dence of past behaviors.

Geng Chao 耿超 (2014) has argued, for instance, that hierarchy in relation

to socioeconomic class was displayed in the burial furniture of the principal

wives of the marquises of Jin (晋侯) (tenth to eighth century BCE) at Beizhao,

Quwo, Shanxi Province (山西曲沃北赵村) during the Western Zhou dynasty

(西周). Couples were placed in joining tomb chambers and the noble wives

were treated in death with roughly similar elaborate burial furniture as their

husbands in order to show other members of society their power and high

status (Geng 2014).

Relationships of women to their fathers, brothers, and husbands as reported in

the Biographies of Womenwere apparently seen as a matter of social convention

rather than necessarily of second-class status, a point that is often confused in

modern discussions of gender about women regardless of class. Marriage was

critical to binding two families and, beyond them, broader groups of families

together politically and economically, for instance. Women married into the

“job of linking” and could often work in subtle ways to help the family succeed

in its enterprises to undermine the efforts of other families.6 As reviewed by

Yong Ying 雍颖 (2004, 2006) in the same cemetery of the Jin State as just

discussed, combined readings of archaeological materials and contemporary

inscriptional records of political relations between neighboring peoples led her

to conclude that the graves of the principal wives of the marquises of the state of

Jin not only marked cross-cultural and interethnic bonds between former

enemies but also showed that the principal wives’ tombs toward the end of

that period were more elaborately outfitted than those of their husbands. The

increased embellishment of these women’s tombs, Yong suggested, had to do

with waning power of the Jin and their attempt to regain political and military

power through showing favored status to women from influential natal families

6 Thanks to Professor H. AnneWeis who is working on a case of elite Greek women’s conventional
roles for helping us think this through.
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where an alliance could provide such a boost. The diplomatic role of these

women, therefore, was noteworthy and primary, but this sort of task was not in

the forefront of written historical texts and has only quite recently surfaced,

especially when scholars have made use of inscriptional as well as archaeo-

logical evidence that expose variations in the prescribed Confucian social order

(see, e.g., Yong 2004, 2006; Khayutina 2017, 2014; Kinney 2018, 2014; Sun

2021).

Archaeological investigations, and especially those that provide scientific

testing of archaeological materials and human remains, clearly have the data

that could challenge those paradigms but have been shaped by and effected

modern political, social, and even economic history. If one takes the establish-

ment of the People’s Republic of China as a case in point, its socialist ideology

could be seen as a catalyst for change in gendered behavior. Equivalency in

roles for men and women was sought, at least in theory. Past models were put

into narratives and displayed all over China, for instance, in the eight model

ballets of the 1960s (Wilcox 2019: 119–155). There women joined the military

and sought freedom from the bondage of servitude, all while still learning from

their male counterparts (Linduff 2022). Missteps of the past were derided as

inglorious and worthy of punishment as well as served to suggest and foster

various changes in gendered roles. Yet still old views that sexualized women

persisted in these performances where even military uniforms on the “liberated”

women clung tight to their bodies, for instance (Linduff 2022). Even so,

attempts by the government to urge gender equality and the rise of the

Chinese feminist movement certainly allowed more women to become archae-

ologists more readily than in the past and to look for topics about the social roles

of men and women (JUIAF 2008; Zhang 2008; NUAC 2010; Pu 2018; Yang

2021) as will be outlined in the following section.

2.1.2 Historical Perspective

As the analyses of the secondary literature on what is being called “gendered

archaeology” will show, a rich array of archaeological, ethnographic, and

textual sources has been drawn upon in researching women and gender in

prehistoric and early historic periods of China. Included as evidence are mortu-

ary assemblages, excavated and received texts, inscriptions, figurines, pictorial

images, and occasionally ethnographic accounts. Some of the papers are ambi-

tious in scope and investigate gender relations or themes such as gender

ideology, gender roles and status, women and power in a complex society,

and the notion of gendered intersecting identities among the elite. Often such

topics are laced with the analysis of scientific testing of artifacts and human and
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animal remains and add a new feature for consideration of particular aspects of

human health, movement from place to place, roles, and so on.

What appears to be in its infancy are discussions about the conceptualization

of gender. The majority of studies (in China and elsewhere in East Asia) have

focused on the “actions, status, or simply the presence of women [and/or men]

in past societies” (Joyce and Claassen 1997: 1) and that is a beginning. In some

studies, especially those that are based on the analysis of mortuary debris,

gender tends to be equated with sex, often based on biologically sexed skel-

etons. The distinction between sex as based on observable biological differ-

ences and gender as a historically specific, cultural, and social construct is

a concept not always evoked in favor of the reporting of either relevant

scientifically based data on sex or attempts to discern heritage. Overall, there

is a need for conceptual clarity for gender to be understood as a historically

specific construction of identity that is fluid, mutable, and negotiated over the

course of one’s life, including at one’s death (Bacus 2006: 633).

Before the 1980s, some interesting studies on gender were undertaken,

especially by historians. These are reviewed by Linduff and Sun (2004: 3)

where they are characterized as challenges to holistic views of such conventions

as marriage, lineage, division of labor, and so forth. Based primarily on the

rereading of texts, however, they do show a growing interest in gender studies in

general. More recently, Du Jinpeng’s 杜金鹏 study of gender relations in the

Xia (夏) and Shang (商) periods makes use not only of historical texts but also

of oracle bones and mythology (Du 1995: 93–133). The volume in which the

article was published shows a very clear attempt to distinguish “male and

female” behavior across Chinese dynastic history but makes more reference

to ideological conceptions posited in texts than from evidence from archaeo-

logical data (Ma 1995).

Advocacy for gender studies in the United States and among students of

China has added momentum to the growing interest both in the West and in

China. The publication of edited volumes has provoked an uptick in interest

in including studies beyond Europe and the United States. Clearly the pioneer in

this was Sarah Nelson whose numerous and persistent publications allowed

gender as reported in Asian contexts to enter the worldwide stage for debate

(1990, 1991a, 1991b, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2008, 2016;

see also Sections 2.1 and 2.2). Additionally, the first edited volume on gender

and Chinese archaeology includes twelve papers that focus on mortuary ana-

lysis and covers the period from the late Neolithic through the Han dynasty (ca.

3000 BCE–200 CE) (Linduff and Sun 2004, 2006 [in Chinese]). The study of

gendered identity as expressed in mortuary settings has been an effective

avenue of research since there is no written documentation in the late
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Neolithic period. For example, one of the papers examined the 804 burials

excavated at the late Neolithic cemetery at Dadianzi大甸子 in Inner Mongolia

(内蒙古) (ca. 1600 BCE) and suggested that gender played a significant part in

burial display at Dadianzi cemetery where artifacts appeared to mark societal

inequality between males and females (Wu, J. M. 2004, 2006). The deceased

males faced the habitation site and females face away from it, and statistical

analysis of the burial goods conducted by (Mandy) Jui-manWu吳瑞滿 showed

that sex and age, and also class, were reflected in the number, type, and location

of burial goods. She used these results to reconstruct what these differences

revealed about status and power relations across the Dadianzi society but was

also able to show through the analysis of grave goods that some work was

gendered by activity. Most adult males, for instance, engaged in hunting,

fighting, and planting, based on the presence of axes, tools, and weapons in

their tombs, while only females of lower status were weavers, based on the

presence of spindle whorls only in female tombs with modest sets of grave

goods. She also showed that male status was closely related to achievement as

evidenced by the accumulation of nonlocal, fancy pottery, while female status

was governed by a woman’s marriage partner, although wealth could be

obtained from both her natal family and her marriage. This analysis fine-

tuned our understanding of the social structure of the society beyond the

hierarchical tier system determined previously in the archaeological fieldwork

of Shelach (1999). The use of statistical analysis on a particular cemetery has

proven to be effective by others and more recent studies on the prehistoric

period have adopted this method (Qiao 2014; Wang 2012; Wang and Zhang

2008; Yang and Ai 2022; Zhang 2020). Characteristic of many if not most of

these analyses both in East Asia and beyond is their interdisciplinary

approach, as, for example, with the use of statistical and art historical methods

of analysis by Jui-man Wu. In addition, many focus on the analysis of a single

cemetery presumably because that is the sort of data that are available but also

because it yields, intentionally or not, some sense of community and its overall

complexion.

Two conferences followed the publication of Gender and Chinese

Archaeology (Linduff and Sun 2004, 2006 [in Chinese]) in China; the first at

Jilin University in 2007 and the second held at Nanjing University in 2010

(“Woman’s Archaeology and Woman’s Heritage”) (女性考古与女性遗产). In

these contexts, we see attempts to identify the interdependency between gender

ideology and power, status, family, social roles, and cultural identity. These

essays and meetings created a foundation for further studies, notwithstanding

criticism of such efforts as needing more clarity on gender as a historically

constructed category of human behavior (Brumfiel 2007: 237–242). This has
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proven a very difficult task in the majority of studies of gender, most of which

come from archaeologists in China. There the most exciting addition to the field

has been the use of scientific testing of archaeological materials that provides

certain evidence of sex such that how it is treated in burial might allow for an

understanding of ideas about gender.

2.1.3 Methods and Issues Currently Applied to Gendered Analyses

Although research that takes on gendered social order has been undertaken by

scholars outside of China using available published data, archaeological inves-

tigation has not always been aimed at discovering gendered behavior in survey

and excavation programs at the outset. In reviewing the results of reported

scientific testing such as AMS dating, DNA and genome analysis, strontium or

stable isotope analysis, and others later in this Element, one can see that this sort

of testing often refutes and brings into question conventional gendered para-

digms so clearly outlined in ideological texts such as the Biographies of Women

mentioned in Section 2.1.1. Roles of women and men throughout prehistoric

and early historic times can and are suggested at the local level in many of these

reports but the use of such data to seek out and document broader patterns of

behavior, inconsistent as they may have been both with traditional views and

across the ancient dynastic terrain, has not yet been systematically and synthet-

ically accomplished.

Issues that Chinese archaeologists are currently addressing and reporting in

their archaeological accounts include the following:7

1. Kinship (Wang 2012); marriage patterns (Geng 2013, 2014); ethnic and

racial composition (Wang 2012) of China’s early “civilizations.”

2. Status and class structure (Zhang 2018; Sun 2019; Yu 2019; Zhang 2016).

3. Household work and division of labor (Qiao 2014).

4. Political organization (Huang 2011; Chen et al. 2013; Geng 2013, 2014; Li

2015).

5. Health of populations (Wang 2012) and nutrition (Zhang 2015; Zhang and Li

2014; Zhang et al. 2022).

6. Migration of peoples and ethnic composition (or “integration”) of popula-

tions (Zhang 2015).

Such social issues have been addressed especially through the analysis of burial

patterns and assessment of such features as sex, age, and “ethnic” background.

Artifact analysis has been aided by more and more precise measuring techniques

7 The literature that purports to study or at least include analyses of gender is extensive. Not all is
listed here, but representative articles are noted that will lead readers to other studies.
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and increasingly sophisticated analysis of use wear of weapons, for instance (Sun

2019); differences in clothing (including cross-dressing, see Tang 2021), produc-

tion tools, ornaments, and so on aligned with sexes have been applied in order to

explain differing identities of the deceased (Sun 2019; Zhang 2020; Fang 2021;

Wang S. 2021). It is worth mentioning here that, although Tang Xiaowen唐晓雯

(2021) uses evidence dating from the seventh-century tomb of a princess of the

Tang dynasty (唐, 618–907 CE) and later than that covered in this Element, a case

is made that the deceased woman dressed in men’s clothing was a show of

resistance to traditional feudal etiquette. Perhaps the more overt display of the

changing social status of women in the multiethnic upper classes of the Tangwere

the figurines and paintings of women riding astride, playing polo, and accom-

panying male entourages on diplomatic occasions found in tombs of the elite

throughout the Tang (Zhang 2019).

Many of the articles listed in this section include studies of human skeletal

remains based on paleodemography (death and age structures, population

growth) and paleopathology, including stable isotope analysis of diet and health

that shows results of prehistoric women in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region

(IMAR), for instance, who ate more millet andmales who ate more meat (Zhang

and Li 2014; Zhang et al. 2022).

Cranial morphology and paleoethnology, body size estimation and behavior

reconstruction, populationmixing andmale vs. female DNA lines of descent, and

many others are also topics of special interest and now are aided by scientific

studies. Because of the availability and use of these methods, the nature of gender

studies worldwide, including in China, is changing. Numerous related studies of

human remains have been conducted by a group of scholars headed by Professor

Zhu Hong朱泓 and his graduate students at Jilin University. For instance, Zhang

Qun张群 focused on a collection of basic information for further understanding

the social structure, health status, division of labor, funeral customs, and marriage

patterns of the population during the Han dynasty (Zhang 2018). By making use

of paleopathological research, others have discovered and analyzed dental dis-

eases (Wang and Zhang 2008; Zhou and Li 2010; Wang 2012; Zhao 2013; Shen

et al. 2021) as well as ritual practices of dental extraction (Li 2021; Shen et al.

2021). Yet others are conducting targeted genetic DNA studies that provide

information on phylogenetic lines of descent (Zhang 2005; Jia 2006) and evolu-

tion of humans, including evidence of the Rui芮 group, who were found to be of

mixed heritage and to have died earlier than those in the Western Zhou regional

control group (Zheng 2012). Recently, multivariate statistical methods have been

used to study topics comparatively, including sex, age, height, and bone path-

ology (Jia 2006; Wang 2014; Zhou 2014; Shen et al. 2021; Nie 2022; Sun

L 2013); demography and ethnology (Zhao 2013); and paleopathology, nutrition,
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and skull morphology to determine “race and ethnicity” (Yang and Ai

2022), including statistical analysis of burial goods and gender. The most

recent methodological experimentation is with geometric morphometry

(Liu 2021; Wang 2021) that looks at a history of physiognomy developed

in the pre-Qin (先秦) period and uses a collection of approaches to provide

a mathematical description of biological forms according to geometric

definitions of their size and shape. How to connect this to gendered ideas

and behavior awaits.

A closer look at one of these papers gives some idea of the main foci, types of

studies underway, and their significance nationally. Zhao Yongsheng 赵永生,

while a PhD student at Jilin University, focused on analyses of human bones in

the Mogou cemetery in Lintan, Gansu (甘肃临潭磨沟墓地) (Zhao 2013).

Anthropological and archaeological evidence from there suggests that before

the Qin and Han dynasties the broader region hosted multiple different source

populations with morphometric and technological connections to both Western

and Eastern Eurasia. TheMogou cemetery dates from theQijia culture (齐家文化)

period (ca. 2200–1600 BCE) and is in the region where and time period when

incipient metal production technologies emerged that were eventually transferred

into the heartland of early dynastic China. Such technologies became central and

unifying components of dynastic state spiritual and political power (Flad 2023).

Dating at the cusp of the transition from the Neolithic to the Bronze Age and the

establishment of the first “Chinese” state, the authors propose that research on the

“ethnic” attributes (as defined byZhao赵) of theMogou residents is of great interest

to the question about what “racial” groups contributed to the formation of Chinese

civilization.Demographic, ethnologic, paleopathological, and nutrition studieswere

carriedout and found that themenandwomenat theMogou site belonged to amixed

Asian Mongolian race that contributed as a source population to modern North

China residents of the northern Han ethnicity (汉族).What the nature of that ethnic,

demographic, or “racial”mixing was and whether it was based on the movement of

women, for instance, is an issue that is not addressed. Further review of male vs.

female nutrition andof thewear onboneswould, perhaps, alsooffer insight into such

issues as division and types of labor as well as status of the sexes.

The potential for comparative and synthetic studies is clearly possible as the

work has been conducted all across northern and western regions as well as

parts of southern China. This has not yet been attempted, nor have the collective

databases been constructed to make that work possible, as far as we know. The

summation of this research, even after our review here, leads to confirmation of

differing lifestyles and cultural (often called “ethnic” [种族的] in the Chinese

literature) backgrounds across and throughout prehistory and early dynastic

China, as well as nonuniform roles for sexes (Zhang 2018).
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Perhaps one of the most vexing issues in these studies is the continued

confidence placed in morphological analysis to define ethnicity, culture, and

sex, as well as many other topics (Sun 2013). It is a common foundation of study

across East Asia and in Eurasia, where the Russians also continue to use such

methods. Although Franz Boas’ paper on the plasticity of human cranial

morphology has been widely cited for decades and calls into question results

about human lineages based on the assessment of head types (Boas 1912),8

morphological studies remain current across China and East Asia. Even though

the numerous factors that can affect craniometric variation such as genetics,

environment, population interaction and breeding – and thus gene flow – are

known in East Asia, and genetic testing is more common than ever, morpho-

logical measurements are regularly conducted and included in reports but not

always by cross-checking previous reasoning about their efficacy in the face of

new scientific data. This is evident in a study made by Hou Kan 侯侃 for his

dissertation at Jilin University in 2017 (Hou 2017). Using sophisticated research

methods on human skeletons, Hou caried out paleodemographic, paleopatho-

logical, skull morphology and paleoethnological testing, and body size estima-

tions on a population from pre-Qin tombs in Higher Education Park in Yuci,

Shanxi (山西榆次高校园区). Hou showed that cranial morphology showed no

significant difference between males and females and that they there were of

mixed heritage, but his discovery of degenerative bone disease and other

anomalies in the osteological evidence was not analyzed in relation to gendered

behavioral patterns.

Another perplexing issue that surfaces in the review of this literature is the

uncritical and inconsistent use of terms such as “ethnicity” (民族 minzu) vs.

“race” (种族 zhongzu) vs. “nationality” (国籍 guoji). In spite of the research

that has shown that gene pools across Asia were formed through the mixing of

lines of descent and the knowledge that genetic structure does not determine

“ethnicity” or gender roles and that they are culturally constructed notions, the

search to explain the formation of the “Chinese” civilization has frequently

turned to determinations of “us and them,” or attempts to define what ethnicities

or races constituted Chinese vs. non-Chinese groupings. Scientific testing of

DNA alone, for instance, has upended reasoning based on simple observations

8 During the nineteenth century, anthropologists in the West argued that skull capacity equated
directly with intelligence, arguing that because the brains of Caucasians were larger, they were
smarter by comparison to Native Americans and people of African descent. In the early twentieth
century another feature, cranial index, was proposed as a discerning feature of races and ethnic
groups, and the shape of the human skull was thought to indicate criminality. Boas’ (1912) paper
countered these racist and colonial views. More recently, many other forms of analysis, such as
genetic testing, have been developed that discern with more certainty the backgrounds and links
among human beings. See, for instance, the review of the issue by S. J. Gould (1981).
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such as “foreign” artifacts or burial patterns that have led to an assumed

background and sex of the deceased. Marriage and lifestyle patterns, known

to have historically and intentionally joined outsiders with insiders, have been

the subject of many historical tales and were poignantly related in the poetry

preserved in the “Eighteen Songs on a Nomad Flute” (胡笳十八拍). That

account of a marriage between a Xiongnu 匈奴 leader and a Chinese woman

in the second century CE flaunts a cultural dichotomy between the “steppe and

the sown” from the Chinese point of view (see Rorex 1974). Some contend that,

in addition to the “ethnic” or “racial” stereotyping that informs the story and the

emotional attitude of the female protagonist, the poems may have been told via

a “male” voice (Poo 2018: 201–203). That the notions of race, ethnicity, and sex

vs. gender are culturally constructed as they might be understood in Western

anthropological circles is beginning to be debated in East Asian publications

(Qin 2021).

Nevertheless, even without comparative analysis, what one can see in the

testing is a very diverse population across China in the late Neolithic, Bronze,

and Iron ages. Moreover, this and other research clearly show that the Central

Plain was not the only core, and populations were shifting around and mixing.

That mixing was foretold in several of the papers in the volume Gender and

Chinese Archaeology published in 2004 (Linduff and Sun 2004, 2006).

Xiaolong Wu, for example, showed that the burial orientation, location, con-

tents, and size in the cemetery at Maoqinggou, IMAR (内蒙古毛庆沟) dis-

played differences in male and female status and background (WuXL 2004; see

also Linduff 2006, 2008). That intersection of people suggests even superfi-

cially that differing ideas about gender roles across culture, class, age, and

geographic location are in need of rethinking. Knowledge of the genetic back-

ground of a person or people does not, of course, necessarily link to roles in the

ancient world. Genetic studies might link to Xi Jinping’s call for “national

rejuvenation” and provoke rethinking about the heritage of the men and

women who contributed to the formation of Han nationality and how that

might be further determined archaeologically. As has already been shown, the

political role of women in marriage was one way that the population was

diversified and could give women added status and power.

2.1.4 Future Studies of Gender

Perhaps most interesting and challenging will be clarification of the difficult

issue of how to discern constructed views of gender from archaeological debris.

Placing gender as a central research focus, as opposed primarily to identifying

differences in sexes, would certainly help scholars test and retest their own
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assumptions as well as conclusions. Such questions would include the follow-

ing: How can gender be discovered and analyzed in archaeological investiga-

tions? Can ethnicity be discerned from either archaeological or morphological

study? What role should received texts (from the male perspective) play in

archaeological studies? What is the male vs. female voice in received and/or

inscriptional texts as well as in secondary literature on gender today? How and

who can build cross-province/project/nation databases on sex-based informa-

tion? How can greater use of historical context drive and explain gender

differences? What synthetic studies are possible now about gender distinctions?

What sorts of collaborations would join scientific data with historical contexts?

What can be learned from the analysis of previous studies on gender in other

language publications?

2.2 Korea

2.2.1 Sociocultural and Political Factors in the Study of Gender

As is the case all across East Asia, the study of gender in Korea has been

affected by persistent, if somewhat changing, traditional sociocultural attitudes

and intellectual movements, together with the rise of nationalism in the face of

global issues focused on human rights, including equal rights for women and

minorities. Interestingly, and despite the Eurocentric assumptions about the

origins of feminism, early twentieth-century Korea witnessed a vibrant and

radical feminist movement that called out sexual harassment in the workplace

and spoke openly about female sexual pleasure. During Japanese colonial rule

(1910–1945), an all-women anti-colonial organization called Rose of Sharon

(샤론의장미;沙龍的玫瑰) was established in 1927 and included nationalists,

socialists, Christians, and Buddhists. Its goal was to promote women’s status

and the national independence movement in Korea (Barraclough 2021). This

movement brought attention to gender issues if only to be squashed under the

further Japanese colonization of northeast Asia. Even so, issues of gender were

not forgotten. The rise of democratization, from the end of military rule in the

late 1980s, was actively shaped by women as well as men and might have been

expected to have delivered greater benefits to half of the population, although

gains have been slow to arrive.

Today, South Korea’s feminist renaissance has repivoted narratives of female

emancipation (Barraclough 2021) and a more ambitious and comprehensive

analysis of the systemic barriers impeding the flourishing and advancement of

women has begun to redefine society’s notion of democracy, equality, and

prosperity. This period spawned a great deal of research that proposed feminist

points of view and sought to discover and bring to the fore the history of women
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throughout Korean history (see, among others, Cheong 1998; Choi 1986; Kim

1976; Lee 2008; Maloney 2004; Haboush 2008; Nahm 1989). It also saw the

founding of the first modern Korean educational institution exclusively for

women, Ewha Womans University (이화여자대학교; 梨花女子大學) 1910

to present (Ewha n.d.; Park 1990; Kim et al. 2000). This movement also brought

greater recognition of the possibility and lack of study of gender in the ancient

past in northeast Asia.

Although much of this effort has been given to rethinking gendered labor

discrimination and segregated labor market and economic opportunities in the

late twentieth century in South and North Korea, as in other parts of the world,

those who write on Korean archaeology consistently lament the lack of women

in certain professions, including archeology (Nelson 2013). It was as a result of

the efforts of key scholars who pursued gendered research that endeavors have

emerged to tease out possible evidence of differentiated roles of men and

women in antiquity from the excavated inventories and literary accounts

(Matsumoto 2010; Nelson 1991a, 1993, 2002, 2008a, 2013; Piggott 1999).

Archaeological research in Korea has so far focused on categories of inquiry

such as periodization issues for the entire period from the Paleolithic era to the

Silla (신라; 新羅) kingdom and analyses of lifeways and their change during

that time period; the rise of agriculture; chronologies and refinement of dating

systems pertaining to the periods listed above; the peopling of the peninsula;

and the emergence and development of technologies, including especially the

very early production of ceramics and the subsequent making of metal, glass,

and stone artifacts whether for utilitarian or ritual use.9 Most archaeological

efforts have documented burials, with a few exceptions such as the broadscale

excavation of Jungdo, Chuncheon (중도춘천; 中島春川) – an effort that has

become a primary source of information on early Korean ways of life (Meller

2016; Lee 2018) that is now threatened by the construction of a large Legoland

installation on the site. The largest prehistoric site in Korea excavated since

1945, it has revealed, for instance, continuous habitation and funerary data

dating from the Neolithic period to the Joseon dynasty (조선; 朝鮮 1392–

1897). Across this vast expanse of time, the role of gender was not often

a crucial topic for these researchers, while instead the effort fulfilled desires

to document linear accounts of Korean cultural and political history.

Efforts to focus attention on archaeological research in Korea worldwide,

however, have been aided by publication projects such as the major compilation

sponsored by the Early Korea Project in the Korea Institute at Harvard

9 The bibliography for these periods and technologies is vast. For an overview, see Nelson (1993).
For an extensive bibliography on Korean archaeology, see “Korean History: A Bibliography,”
compiled by Kenneth Robinson: www.hawaii.edu/korea/biblio/archaeology.html.
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University edited byMark Byington and written by local Korean archaeologists

(Byington 2008, 2009, 2012). Importantly, this Korea project and efforts by

Korean archaeologists in general, along with Sarah Nelson’s 1993 Archaeology

of Korea, have brought attention to a little-known prehistory of Korea to those

outside of Korea and urged further study in the peninsula. Journals, as in most

Asian nations, continue to report finds in great numbers in local languages.

2.2.2 The Genetic Composition of Ancient Korean Populations

With the sophisticated testing for genome sequences, Korean scientists have

embraced the study of their own ancestry across prehistory up to the present day.

For instance, Kim Jungeum and his team have endeavored to provide a long

view of admixtures of populations to include genomes from Pleistocene hunter-

gathers to Iron Age farmers in the Korean peninsula (Kim et al. 2020). Their

research shows a gradual mixture of two major genetic components from East

Siberia and Southeast Asia, including South China, but they do not speculate on

how or why those migrations took place.

With this further understanding of the movement of Asian populations,

scholarship on early Korean political history has increased. For instance,

ancient kingdoms on the Korean peninsula are now recognized to have played

a major role in the geopolitics of early state formation in northeastern Eurasia

even though information about sites in North Korea cannot at this time be

incorporated into the picture. The excavation of Tomb 98 at Gyeongju (경주;

慶州), the capital of the ancient kingdom of Silla (57 BCE–935 CE), shows

intersection with the mainland with items in burial of gold and jade (Kim and

Pearson 1977; Kim 1982; Nelson 2003: 80) where Nelson argues leadership

was in the hands of the queen (Nelson 2003). In yet another example, however,

the domestication of horses that occurred in Mongolia has recently been argued

to have been responsible for the movement of these animals across northern

Asia and into the heartland of China (Miller and Brosseder 2017), Korea, and

eventually Japan. Again, might these assembled excavated materials be mined

for information on gender?

Although the social dimensions of early Korean societies have been addressed

recently, even that activity has often skirted the issue of gender and its role in the

formation and maintenance of Korean society. But several topics have emerged

and have received attention:

1. Gender in belief systems such as shamanism (Nelson 2008, 2016).

2. Gender and social order – household archaeology and women as potters

in the Neolithic period (Nelson 2003, 2013).
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3. Gender of rulership in ranked societies in Korea in the Bronze Age and

early statehood (Nelson 2003, 2008, 2016).

2.2.3 Gender in Belief Systems

The earliest extant Korean documents, in the form of folktales, describe the

origin of the nation, the ruling dynastic clan, and other consanguineal groups.

The myth of Tangun (단군;檀君) is the oldest foundation myth of Korea and it

has had continuous authority in Korean politics and nationalism for more than

a thousand years (Grayson 2015: 253). It credits a son of Heaven named Tangun

and his wife (who had been a bear) as the progenitors of the Korean people.

Other early records mention goddesses of mountains as the mother of an early

queen (Nelson 1995). All probably were manifestations of animistic spirits who

could be either male or female, but this myth sparked or was provoked by

a belief in the power of the couple to generate the whole of the Korean

population (Nelson 2013: 340).

Depictions of gendered persons invoke the notion that women were spirit

leaders from the earliest recorded periods on the peninsula. We know that

shamanism in Korea today is almost exclusively practiced by women

(Kendall 1996) and this observation has suggested that the same was so in

Korean prehistory. For instance, in pecked rock art in Korea dated to the Bronze

Age Okladnikov has identified fishing scenes where heart-shaped faces, as on

masks worn by females and known from ethnographic parallels, are comparable

to the same on painted pottery from the third millennium BCE. He interpreted

them as shamanic and suggests that these humanlike images are female

(Okladnikov 1981). Although fishing is a known occupation of early inhabitants

of the peninsula, no direct archaeological evidence shows definitively that this

was a gendered occupation (Nelson 2013: 338).

Tombs of Koguryo (고구려;高句麗), dated between the fourth and seventh

centuries, show richly attired women as wives of the major tomb occupant or as

servants who are depicted in smaller stature than the high-status women. In the

Shijia cemetery (石家), Tomb 1, in Fushun 撫順, Liaoning 遼寧, on the other

hand, the main occupant of the tomb is female. The murals in that tomb show

a procession of women turned toward a larger female, presumably a depiction of

the tomb occupant (Li 2016; Nelson 2013: 339). In other tombs, both male and

female servants bring food and drink to a couple in a tent (Perrin 2010). Other

images clearly show women dressed as shamans and yet others as apsara in

Buddhist pictures (Nelson 2013). These depictions give a glimpse of established

roles for men and women and document social ordering with elite women

depicted as subordinate to the deceased male, as singled out for independent
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interment, and as spiritualized personages. Such images have been used to

suggest the existence of gendered social hierarchies both with regard to men

and among women as part of complex societies (Nelson 2013).

2.2.4 Gender and Social Order: Household Archaeology

Households anywhere are fundamental social units of sedentary societies, and

when research is shaped to discern their features, gender could appear as a topic

for investigation. Current efforts to design projects and carry out investigation

of households in the archaeological record are underway (Lee and Bale 2016;

Kim 2011) and might be expanded to include gender as a feature of analysis.

Artifacts most often come from burials but occasionally are found and reported

in household settings, where groups of certain items are speculated to denote

gender roles. Pearson, for instance, suggests that pottery, especially cooking

pots in early prehistoric settings, served activities centered around women and

children and were probably produced by women (Pearson 2006).

When tied to an interest in documenting the emergence of social inequality,

studies could create interest in change in gender roles especially in the Incipient

to Middle Mumun periods (무문; 無文) ca. 1500–400 BCE). Across that

period, for instance, the investigators have shown how large, rectangular multi-

family dwellings were abandoned in the Middle Mumun (ca. 850–400 BCE) to

accommodate smaller, single-family structures assumed to be kin. That has

signaled Lee and Bale to suggest greater competition among households and

increased complexity overall. The attendant aspect of this change was the

emergence of incipient elites (Lee and Bale 2016). This change in house

morphology and segmented spaces is thought to result from subsistence

changes that required a different kind of labor organization and the shift from

a more homogeneous society to one that was hierarchically or heterogeneously

ordered (Grier and Kim 2012; Kim 2011, 2015; Lee and Bale 2016). Although

these careful descriptions and analyses of spatial ordering and change in

economies expose modifications in social order and have the potential for

locating gendered tasks, they have so far remained mute on gender issues.

Scientific testing of human bone has very recently exposed dietary indica-

tions of social differentiation. Results from isotopic investigation of skeletal

remains from the later Proto-Three Kingdoms period (ca. 80 BCE–395 CE), for

instance, has provided information on diet. Overall, most animal food from the

diets of the Imdang (임당; 林堂) burials (Gyeongsan City 경산시; 慶山市),

South Korea have been shown to derive from subsistence hunting of game birds

and terrestrial herbivores. Marine fish and shellfish from coastal regions showed

that these were intentionally imported. Interestingly, the isotopic variation
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within individuals supports the notion that ancient Imdang society was stratified

with a strict system of food supply and demand. In the tombs, no differences in

diets were found among the elites based on sex, age, or burial type. However,

there were significant differences in the diets between elites and retainers, even

though they were buried in the same graves. Very different food consumption

patterns within the same community were found and showed that the social

position of individuals was much more important than the sex and age of an

individual (Choy et al. 2021).

2.2.5 Female Leadership

This topic is informed variously through textual study, especially in early states,

and ethnographic parallels and less frequently on excavated materials. Noting

that nearly all studies on shamanism concede that shamans are women, Nelson

has posited that the “importance of understanding gender and shamanism is

made clear when discussing shamanism and leadership” (Nelson 2013: 338;

Nelson 2008).

Although many have reviewed the implicit universality of assumptions about

nuclear family, male dominance, and gendered labor in intermediate societies as

ubiquitous (Ames 1995, 2007; Pyburn 2004: 5), after the establishment of

states, both in Japan and Korea, there is documented female leadership. This

is found in the reigning queens of the Silla kingdom centered at Gyeongju

([Sŏndŏk 선덕여왕 善德女王 r. 632–647]; [Chindŏk 진덕여왕 眞德女王, or

Chindok진덕왕,眞德王 r. 647–654]; [Chinsŏng진성여왕,眞聖女王 r. 887–

849]). Called “female kings,” they were part of a social system that is described

with endogamous ranking. Women were eligible for leadership roles until the

fifth century when patrilineal descent became the rule (Nelson 1991).

Knowledge of women among the leadership comes from the undisturbed

Silla-date mounded tombs excavated beginning in the 1930s. Excavated in 1971

at Hwangnam Daejong (황남대종; 皇南大塚) (Kim and Lee 1975; Kim and

Pearson 1977) were two overlapping tombs, a type known in both Silla and

Kaya (가야;加倻) territories. The larger of these tombs contained the trappings

of leadership – a golden crown and other elaborate embellishments including

a golden belt, glass beads, and jades. It has consistently been attributed to

a female leader, whereas the earlier and smaller tomb was outfitted with

weaponry and assigned to a male. Thus far there is no queen listed in the written

documents of the same period as this large tomb, perhaps suggesting that

coleaders might have been possible as was the case in Kofun (고분; 古墳)

Japan (Piggott 1999). The existence of female leaders has been proposed by

many, especially when considering the elaborate grave goods and the size of the
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female tomb at Hwangnam Daejong (Sasse 2001; Nelson 1991, 1993, 2002,

2013; Bunker 1978).

2.2.6 Future Considerations

Many questions suggested by excavated materials in the Korean peninsula still

await careful and thoughtful interpretation, including those about gender. If

incorporated into theoretical modeling, for instance, household archaeological

investigations might include more scientific testing of human remains for sex

identification, for gender-specific issues of diet, health, movement of peoples,

division of labor, and kinship, and for other social structures, state development,

and ideology. The scientific know-how is clearly available, and its more exten-

sive use will lead to more nuanced and sophisticated interpretations of gender in

Korea. Current discussions about the ceramic industry in northeast Asia as one

of the earliest in the world, for instance, would be greatly enhanced if the sex of

the potters and food preparers could be discerned. Likewise, traditional myths

such as those that promote women as gatherers and men as hunters, that align

the goddess hypotheses with early leadership, and that assume that warriors

were all male may also be replaced with more refined models that would seek

out actual gendered behavior and begin to tell a more human story of Korean

prehistory and bring that history further into conversation with other narratives

worldwide.

2.3 Japan

2.3.1 Japanese Archaeology and Gender Studies

As in other Asian nations, prevalent intellectual traditions, national funding and

restrictive issuance of field permits have affected the goals of archaeological

investigation in Japan in modern times, even among Japanese nationals.

Archaeology has been positioned to serve traditional historical narratives and

to promote the current notion of national identity, ideology, and cultural heritage

(Ikawa-Smith 1980, 2002: 324). The study of women in ancient history in Japan

began in the 1930s, yet gendered archaeology has been restricted to only a few

researchers (Matsumoto and Mitsumoto 2022: 143). As Ikawa-Smith and Habu

point out, studies of women in ancient Japan were initially written by Japanese

feminist historians who contributed major work focused on gendered roles and

positions, especially those of women, that were often based largely on textual

accounts (Ikawa-Smith and Habu 2002: 324). This would include, for example,

the inaugural volume of the journal Sōgō Josei-shi-ken (Annual Review of

Women’s History 総合女性史研), edited by the Sōgō Joseishi Kenkyukai
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(Society for Research on Women’s History 総合女性史学会), which was

published by the University of Tokyo Press in 1983. Not surprisingly, however,

the study of gender in archaeological settings in Japan was inspired by feminist

studies in the West during the 1980s (Conkey and Spector 1984) and has been

led by Japanese female archaeologists since the mid 1990s (Fujimura 1996,

1998; Matsumoto 1998; Ikawa-Smith and Habu 2002).

Gender perspectives have provided a new way to look at ancient societies

even though modern concepts about women’s roles sometimes have been

uncritically applied to ancient families. Matsumoto Naoko 松本直子 made

clear in 2017 the danger of projecting modern concepts of gender roles onto

ancient societies and how that might lead to the misinterpretations of ancient

family behavior. For instance, the public is shown a diorama of a pit house of the

Yayoi period (ca. 300 BCE–300 CE) in the Osaka Prefectural Museum of Yayoi

Culture (大阪府立弥生文化博物館) that depicts a family dinner scene with

a father, a mother, two children, and dogs. In this presentation, a woman kneels

to serve a meal to the men. The female archaeologist Hishida Junko 菱田淳子

criticized this reinterpretation of an ancient family because there is no archaeo-

logical data to support that view (Matsumoto 2017: 179). Matsumoto suggested

that the intention of the museum was to show that stone tools and earthenware

are difficult to understand by themselves, so the exhibition was meant to lead the

audience to understand this activity in relation to behavior in modern life

(Matsumoto 2017: 179–180). Matsumoto concluded that academic research

should be conducted based firmly on data and suggests that exhibitions should

invite viewers to think more critically about gender roles in ancient societies.

Research support for female archaeologists has been crucial for the study of

gender in archaeology. Japanese female scholars point out that the research

environment for them is limited (Ikawa-Smith and Habu 2002: 328–332), and

Matsumoto and Mitsumoto (2022) mention two main reasons for the limited

number of studies of gender in archaeology in Japan: (1) It is hard to challenge

traditional views about women’s roles in current society, and (2) archaeology

has served historical narratives and emphasized their historical significance.

Being a gender scholar is not appreciated, but female scholars in Japan are very

enthusiastic about its study in archaeology and believe that their work has been

fruitful, including studies on the Jōmon 縄文, Yayoi 弥生, and Kofun 古墳

periods and the emergence of LGBT-related queer archaeology (Mitsumoto

2019).

By reexamining women and their relations with men as expressed in the

Nihon shoki (Chronicles of Japan 日本書紀), compiled by imperial decree in

the eighth century, Gina Barnes (2006) has provided a text-based historical

perspective on the study of gender in Japan. She suggests that elite women
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played multiple roles and had a more equal relationship with men in the

protohistoric and early historic periods than in more recent premodern and

modern periods. For example, females spoke as the oracles of male gods,

even though in marriage women were commonly subordinated to males

(Barnes 2006: 46). This sort of rethinking, even of the most traditional views

expressed in official documents, could allow for a realignment of thinking about

gender among students of ancient societies.

2.3.2 Archaeological Studies on Gender

As mentioned, since the mid 1990s some Japanese female scholars have been

inspired by feminist and well-established gender studies in the West from the

1980s. Fujimura Junko 藤村純子 (1996) published the first article on gender

and Japanese archaeology in the journal Women’s History (女性史学) in 1996

and Matsumoto Naoko 松本直子 (1998) reported current studies on gender

archaeology and published The Annual Report of Women’s Studies (女性学年

報) in 1998. Fujimura (1998) mentioned that many recent Western women’s

studies essays have been translated into Japanese. For example, in 1996

Ehrenberg’sWomen in Prehistory was translated into Japanese with the subtitle

“Beginning of Gender Archaeological Studies,” and a Japanese-language trans-

lation of related research was published around the same year. Additionally,

Gerda Lerner’s The Creation of Patriarchy was translated by Akiko Okuda and

published in 1996 by Sanichi Publishing Co., Ltd. The availability of such

studies allowed for the opening up of thinking about gender in Japan’s past.

For instance, as early as 1998 Fujimura questioned the model of “men as

hunters” and noted that the idea remains among academics because it reflects

modern concepts in Japanese society and has been accepted as “normal” for

men to obtain food while women stay at home taking care of children (Fujimura

1998: 72). Fujimura, however, found the Japanese translation of Elizabeth

W. Barber’s book (translated in 1996) Women’s Work: Ancient Lifestyle from

the Viewpoint of Textiles useful for her thinking about Japan.10 Barber explained

that her study of gender division in labor showed that men hunted, caught fish,

took care of livestock, and went out of the community in search of luxury items

such as black stones and shells, while women focused on self-sufficient agricul-

ture and crafting including pottery-making and weaving balanced with child-

care. Although Japanese scholarship upheld the notion that Jōmon agriculture

was begun by “the retired hunters,” Fujimura suggested that the rise in both

10 Published in 1994, the title of this book was Women’s Work: The First 20,000 Years: Women,
Cloth, and Society in Early Times, which discussed issues about work from 6000 BCE to 2000
BCE in the early horticultural economy of southeastern Europe.
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production of earthen wares and textiles and small-scale agriculture before the

advent of large-scale irrigation for farming was done through division of labor

and in conjunction with women (Fujimura 1998: 74). In addition, as Nelson

(2013) pointed out in her study of coastal East Asia, some cultural patterns were

shared across these regions, and across modern national boundaries. For

example, similar kinship systems, the presence of shamans, depictions of

gendered human beings, spirits and goddesses, and the gender of leadership

were similar across northeast Asia. These well-noted patterns have emerged in

studies on gender, although are limited depending on geopolitical tensions and

archaeological culture definitions.

The study of early Japan has followed established prehistoric and historic

political divisions and although transitions from one period to another are most

often not uniform across the region, that framework has dominated archaeo-

logical thinking about Japan for decades, if not centuries. It brings already set

linear notions of the process of change that do not always include the varying

roles played by men and women and how that may have changed or why.

Nevertheless, that is how research is structured currently and how it will be

reported on here.

2.3.3 Pottery Figurines and Ornaments from the Jōmon Period

Aware of the abovementioned problems, Junko Habu joined aspects of Japanese

and Anglo-American archaeological approaches and aimed at providing an

overview of cultural complexity in Jōmon communities in her 2004 publication.

Through examination of archaeological data from the Jōmon culture, she

developed and demonstrated a model that included long-term developments

toward cultural complexity and regional diversity in Jōmon. Because the study

of gender in Japanese archaeology was in its infancy in the early 2000s,

however, Habu pointed out that the limited discussions of gender in the study

of early Japan was related to the small number of female archaeologists

practicing in Japan and jobs in academic institutions were very limited for

women (Habu 2004: 24–25).

Archaeological data from the Jōmon period do, however, include some

artifacts uniquely suited to the study of gender. Ikawa-Smith and Habu (2002)

published a general distribution outline of clay figurines across time and space

and provided a critical review of the scholarship on them. They reported that

more than 15,000 specimens have been collected. Because many of the figurines

have gendered female attributes such as large breasts and hips or genital

features, scholars have most often suggested that they represented mother

goddesses and were associated with ritual activities. They urged archaeologists
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and scholars to explore gender-related questions as they believe that “Jōmon

figurines have a great potential for informing us not only about myths and rituals

surrounding women but also about their economic roles and the sociopolitical

organization of Jōmon societies in general” (Ikawa-Smith and Habu 2002: 353).

In another type of study, Bausch (2019) examined the ornaments from five

early Jōmon tombs (ca. 3400–2900 BCE) at the Odake Shell Midden in Toyama

prefecture (Odake kaizuka, 小竹貝塚, 富山県), Japan (excavated in 2009–

2010) while thinking about egalitarian hunter-gatherer societies. Challenging

traditional interpretations of “male” vs. “female” ornaments, Bausch suggested

that wearing ornaments was not regarded as crucial recognition of one’s social

status, association, job, or personal experiences but was associated with age.

The data indicate that mature males and females were both buried with orna-

ments and suggest that adornments reflected the social value and significance of

the reproductive role in egalitarian hunter-gatherer societies (Bausch 2019).

2.3.4 Food Consumption, Age, and Gender Roles in the Middle
Jōmon Period

Matsumoto Naoko (2008) focused her studies on gendered archaeology in the

Jōmon period and explained three important foci for study: gender roles in labor

division; gender and power; and gender-related worldviews and symbols. In

particular, she used excavated data from the Kitamura site (北村遺跡) (2000–

1500 BCE), located in Nagano Prefecture (長野県), to discuss the complexity

of gender roles in the Middle Jōmon associated with labor activities, age, and

social responsibilities related to ritual activities. Matsumoto suggested that her

analysis of the data from the Kitamura site challenges the stereotypical assump-

tions that males were hunters and females were gatherers. For example, quality

stone tools, including stone hoes, grinding stones, and lithic axes found in

female tombs were 1.1 times more prevalent than those in the male tombs and

the number of grindstones found in female tombs was about 1.9 times more than

that found in the male tombs of the same period. These suggest that both men

and women worked on many different tasks (Matsumoto 2008: 139–140).

Gender roles have also been studied by analyzing food consumption.

Archaeologists have used carbon and nitrogen isotopes and trace element

testing to analyze human bones from the Kitamura sites to locate food habits

(Akazawa et al. 1993). The overall results suggest that dietary habits were

strongly dependent on C3 plants, and the proportion of the protein was lower

probably because the Kitamura site is about 80 km away from the sea. Based on

the perspective of sex and age, Matsumoto suggested that the carbon value of

men is overall higher than that for women. However, the carbon value for
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women increased as they aged, bringing their totals closer to those for the men.

Bone protein collagen took decades to be replaced, she argued, so changes in

eating habits were not immediately reflected and it took time to show an average

diet for a certain period such as that prior to death. The difference in consump-

tion of cultivated plants such as Japanese foxtail millet, Japanese barnyard

millet, and common millet, which are C4 plants, is the cause of the gender

differences. Matsumoto suggested that in the early stages of farming cultivated

plants were not staple food items but were a specialty only for ceremonial use

(Matsumoto 2008: 140–142).

Age certainly was one of the key factors associated with societal roles. At the

Kitamura site, there is a possibility that women participated in ceremonies only

after reaching a certain age and thereby being able to partake of the special meal.

Matsumoto suggested that if the gender differences in the carbon isotope ratios

were derived from seafood consumption, it is possible that a group of men may

have gone to the coast to fish during certain seasons, or that men mainly

consumed seafood obtained through an exchange network. Given that many

stone tools recovered were used for hunting and preparation of plants for

cooking and were buried with women older than middle-age, women likely

were centrally responsible for the food preparation and for hunting land animals

in the vicinity of villages. It seems appropriate to think that the women who

achieved certain social standing also consumed seafood brought to the village in

some way (Matsumoto 2008: 141–142). Matsumoto concluded from the study

of the Kitamura site that many men ate ceremonial food and consumed less of

other food and that such menmay have participated in ceremonies from a young

age, while women participated only after reaching a certain age or position. The

sex differences between the male burials containing wild boar tusks, jade

accessories, and ritual meals may be interrelated, Matsumoto suggested.

However, this is an interpretation based on eating habits and does not show

that young women were excluded from rituals. In addition, it is necessary to

examine the possibility that there were other rituals in which young women

actively participated, but that hypothesis would have to be examined using

additional data (Matsumoto 2008: 142).

2.3.5 Depictions/Painting on Vessels from the Yayoi Period

Some scholars have explored questions regarding social change during the

Jōmon and Yayoi periods by analyzing pictorial expressions. As Kobayashi

Seiji 小林青樹 (2007: 29) states, the concepts of patriarchy and war were

absent in the Jōmon period, yet depictions of such scenes can be found on

objects dated to the Yayoi period. Kobayashi explored a series of ritual scenes
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depicted on painted earthenware and bronze bells that show different tasks

associated with men and women. Through examining the ceremonial scenes,

he pointed out that on the right side of a temple a fertility rite is performed by

a female priest dressed in bird’s attire, followed on the left by a ritual of

protection for the harvest performed by a male with a sword and shield. There

is a clear distinction made between the men’s and women’s labor in both rice

farming and rituals. That difference is displayed both spatially and temporally

through representations of human and animal bodies in Yayoi imagery.

Furthermore, it was suggested that the Yayoi period was a peaceful time with

agricultural stability, although “wounded/damaged human bones” dated from

the early Yayoi period in western Japan during the 1990s suggested that there

were brutal wars during that time. Kobayashi suggested that wars not only led to

a state of social tension but promoted patriarchy and the notion of female

servitude under male rule. The social turmoil coincided with both the begin-

nings of rice farming and the wishes for a more stable and peaceful society.

Furthermore, he suggested that ritual goods in Yayoi paintings were used as an

instrument to adjust to such changing relationships (Kobayashi 2007: 28–29).

2.3.6 Mounded Tombs and Leadership in the Kofun Period

The Kofun period witnessed a great change in the sociopolitical system and

male–female rulership, which manifested in mounded graves. Gina Barnes has

put forth hypotheses on early Kofun rulership, ideology, and gender, based on

material culture in elite burial customs of the Kofun period (Barnes 2012, 2014).

In the discussion of the emergence of rulership and the state in early Japan,

Barnes (2012) suggested the assemblage of burial goods in most early Kofun

periods was associated with ritual purpose, while that of Middle Kofun, such as

armor and weaponry, was more related to military purpose. That indicates the

leadership was changed from “a ceremonial form of rulership to one based on

military might” (Barnes 2012: 80). Barnes further argued that it was important

to put early Japan into an East Asian context that emphasized the connections

between Japan and the Chinese cultural tradition about Queen Mother myth-

ology and the interactions between elite members of Yamato in Japan with those

of Paekche on the Korean peninsula. Barnes indicated that the ritual burial

system in the early Kofun period may be connected to the early Shinto practice

in which female gods and female shamans played an important role politically.

During the late fifth century, the Middle Kofun period appeared to have

a stronger hierarchical structure in burials with more crafted artifacts and

weaponry, which may be the result of interactions with the Korean peninsula

(Barnes 2012: 87).
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Supported by archaeological data, historical documents, and myths, Barnes

(2007, 2012, 2014) provided a theory that the early Kofun rulers had adopted

the myth and ideology of the Chinese Queen Mother of the West. The distribu-

tion of mounded tombs, stone chambers, jade objects, and bronze mirrors with

the image of the QueenMother suggests a strong connection with features of the

Chinese Queen Mother. She further argued that Amaterasu, the Japanese Sun

Goddess, was possibly “an extension of Queen Mother,” reformed during the

fifth to seventh centuries and later serving as the symbol of political legitimiza-

tion for the imperial family of Japan (Barnes 2014).

Seike Akira 清家章, an archaeologist with a focus on kinship systems,

gender, and social issues of the Kofun period, has actively excavated several

burial mounds of the Kofun period. Examining the archaeological data from the

Kofun tombs of both female and male leaders, Seike (2018) discerned that the

Middle Kofun period was a transitional phase, from a female-and-male ruled

society to a patrilineal society. Seike’s study indicates that the Kofun period

experienced a succession of chiefdoms and that female chieftains had ruled

since the Yayoi but by the middle of the Kofun that custom had disappeared

(Seike 2018: 233–234). Imai Takashi今井堯, the first archaeologist to seriously

analyze women’s burial goods, points out that since women’s funerary items

included mirrors, bracelet-shaped stone items, weapons, and agricultural tools,

in addition to ornaments, the female leaders must have been involved in rituals,

military activity, and agricultural production (Imai 1982). Additionally, Seike

suggests that it is highly possible that female chieftains had the same authority

as male chiefs (Seike 2010, 2018: 226), and although it was highly possible that

men and women both carried out rituals, leading rituals should be regarded as an

authority peculiar to women (Yoshie 1996; Seike 2010, 2018).

It was war and the militarization of the regime that brought about sociopoliti-

cal change during the Middle Kofun period, according to Seike (2018).

Archaeological evidence from the Kofun tombs suggests that female leaders

were buried with swords and spears, and most of them were found outside of

coffins. But there are very few cases in which knives were buried in the coffins

of females; for example, in the early Kofun period, these knives are all less than

20 cm in length and thus cannot be used as swords or weapons but must have

been utilitarian tools (Seike 2018: 226). On the other hand, in the coffins of

males, swords of all sizes and lengths were deposited and the difference is

obvious. In other words, in the burials of women in the early Kofun period, no

weapons were placed in the coffin. The act of locating burial items outside the

coffin did not occur from the beginning of the Yayoi but was common practice

in the later Yayoi. This new custommay have been given ameaning that was not

previously attached to funerary goods. Many researchers, such as Izumori Kō
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泉森皎, have pointed out that swords located outside the coffin denote protec-

tion from evil spirits for the deceased (Izumori 1985). If the sword placed

outside the coffin connoted protection/avoidance from evil, the knives in female

tombs would not be considered a weapon. This trend is found consistently

across all levels of society in male burials (Seike 2018: 226). In addition, the

patrilineal kinship group within chiefdom hierarchies suggests that men were at

the center of the ruling organization. The manner of succession of the chief from

the middle period onwards does not contradict the succession of status revealed

by Yoshie Akiko 義江明子 (Yoshie 1996) and has not changed to this day

(Seike 2018: 234).

2.3.7 DNA Analysis from the Remains in Tombs of the Kofun Period

In recent years, DNA analysis has been beneficial for gendered archaeology. By

using DNA analysis of human remains from the Kofun tombs at the Isoma

Iwakage site (磯間岩陰遺跡) (ca. late fifth century to sixth century CE) in

Wakayama Prefecture (和歌山県), Seike Akira (2021) studied how DNA

analysis helps interpret the relationship between burial goods and human

remains. For example, in chamber no. 1 a middle-aged man and a three-year-

old boy were found. Although identification of children’s biological sex was

impossible to determine until very recently, with the help of DNA analysis these

two have been proven to have had a second-degree of kinship. Thus, the blood

relationship between the two is either grandfather and grandson or uncle and

nephew. Prior to the DNA analysis, the author argued that the minor in this

chamber was expected to inherit the position of the elder. This was thought to

be confirmed because two swords with deer antler ornaments, Rokkaku-soken

(鹿角装剣), were found in chamber no. 1: one sword with each body as burial

goods. Seike suggested that it is possible that chamber no. 1 shows the

beginning of the practice of hereditary succession of social positions among

men, since the deer antler sword was given to the leader of the Isoma group.

Thus, the three-year-old boy in this case could have been designated as the

leadership successor because of the presence of the sword and the DNA

finding. Additionally, in chamber no. 2, two adult women and one child

were buried. All three shared the same mitochondria DNA, or were maternal

relatives. Interestingly, none of them share the same mitochondria DNAwith

two bodies in chamber no. 1. More research needs to be completed to reflect

accurately if there was a blood relationship between those buried in chambers

no. 1 and no. 2.

Chamber no. 2 was constructed at the same time or slightly later than

chamber no. 1 and contains the second largest number of grave goods after
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chamber no. 1. For Seike, this marks the beginning of hereditary social positions

among men while at the same time showing that others were strongly tied

through maternal lineage. This analysis supports previous research by

Yoshiyuki Tanaka, who argued that after the end of the Middle Kofun period

prioritization of paternal ties advanced, and until then both paternal and mater-

nal ties were considered equally important. Since this is an ongoing project,

Seike noted that the work of DNA analysis is continuing and there may still be

many interesting topics related to gender, the history of women, and the history

of kinship in the stone chambers no. 1 and no. 2. Seike also reminds researchers

that we must be careful about when and when not to rupture human remains of

collected samples as doing so does not guarantee that the remaining DNAwill

be in pristine condition (Seike 2021).

2.3.8 Meetings on Gender and Archaeology: Jōmon and Yayoi

It is worth noting that the first panel on gender archaeology in Japan was held on

October 27, 2019, at the University of Okayama. The organizers, Matsumoto

Naoko and Mitsumoto Jun, stated in their introduction that Japanese archaeology

has been dominated by a cultural-historical approach. They emphasized the need

for perspectives on gender to provide a new way to reexamine issues associated

with social norms, behaviors, and worldviews since they have fundamentally

changed in current times and society (Matsumoto and Mitsumoto 2022).

Additionally, the five papers presented at the conference focused on four import-

ant issues: (1) childbirth, longevity, and kinship structure; (2) division of labor as

gendered roles; (3) the reality of gender categories; and (4) the research environ-

ment for women. Summaries of the papers are available on the website and show

a variety of methods and research questions posed by the group.11

Additionally, among these five papers, three of them have since been pub-

lished in English in the Japanese Journal of Archaeology in March 2022.

Igarashi Yuriko (2022) reported the latest research results on the patterns of

fertility and survivorship among the Jōmon and Yayoi peoples by examining

human skeletal remains from archaeological data, such as pregnancy parturition

scars (PPS) on the ilium for fertility and age from the auricular surface for

survivorship. The results suggested that the patterns of fertility and survivorship

were different among the Jōmon and Yayoi populations. Additionally, Igarashi

also compared the data from two Yayoi sites and found that different environ-

ments may determine the rates of fertility and survivorship – for example,

a higher birth rate and greater longevity of women were found in the plains

area than for women in the hill area (Igarashi 2022: 182–183). Igarashi

11 The Japanese Archaeological Association, http://archaeology.jp/convention/2019okayama/.
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suggested that further study is required to answer what caused these differ-

ences and whether they are because of differences in climate and regions or

because of different time periods. Funahashi Kyōko’s (2022) research studies
how tooth extraction was associated with ritual activities and reflected the

social organization from the Late Jōmon to Early Yayoi periods in western

Japan. Funahashi examined how the different types of tooth extraction were

associated with age and sex and suggested that ritual tooth extraction was

associated with gender expressions and the sociocultural system. Mitsumoto

Jun (2022) discussed the modalities of cross-dressing bodily representation in

light of gendered roles for men and women in the Yayoi and Kofun periods.

Mitsumoto suggested that cross-dressing related to the social structure of the

time and that men’s clothing was associated with social hierarchy during the

Kofun period.

2.3.9 Summary and Hopes for Future Study

Inspired by Western feminist studies, current studies on gender in Japanese

archaeology are mainly led by a few female scholars both inside and outside

of Japan. They consider archaeological and visual evidence to reconstruct

kinship and ritual systems through examination of depictions of gendered

activities and the structure of leadership. Material remains in collections all

across Japan can be used for further investigation of gendered roles in all

early periods. Collaborative work with archaeologists from across Asia

would, naturally, help break down barriers across national boundaries and

allow for more inclusive and accurate reconstruction of ancient societies in

northeast Asia.

As a plea for more gendered analysis, Fujimura (1998: 74) stated at the end of

her article,

Since it is an undeniable fact that women have lived and continued to
work no less than men, I believe that as fellow women, we should never
lose interest in women who lived in the ancient past. But we must keep in
mind the objectivity that is necessary when we research; we should not be
biased and should remind ourselves that we may find some facts that may
not be directly connected to us living today. Many feminists have lost that
objectivity and have been pushed to the margins of academia. Therefore,
I sincerely hope that more and more colleagues will continue to ask
simple questions calmly without being overwhelmed by the male-
centered academic world.
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Her encouraging words inspired many women scholars and hopefully will

continue to reassure and persuade others to consider gender as a viable topic

for study.

2.4 Mongolia

2.4.1 Historical Setting and Current Thinking

As in other areas of modern Asia, national identity has been an ever-present

issue for archaeologists, anthropologists, historians, linguists, and art historians,

among others, who are interested inMongolia and most especially in the history

of pastoralism. This lifeway has long been perceived as egalitarian and distinct

from state-level societies with regard to societal complexity. But as current

research is pointing out, pastoral societies do develop societal complexity,

although its format may be different from that in state-level societies

(Honeychurch 2014). Leadership roles and even everyday tasks for genders,

for instance, may vary in pastoral communities depending on the time of year,

needs of the herding activities across the seasons, specific tasks such as sheering

vs. carding and weaving, and so on (Wright 2016). Thus, with its current

welcoming attitude toward collaborative and scientific research, including the

study of effects of climate and ecology on types of adaptation, Mongolia has

become a lively place for research on pastoralism and including the roles of men

and women in that system.

With a long history of an independent as well as a colonized territory, the

modern nation both respects its history and has borrowed ideas, materials, and

technology from its neighbors across time. The study of the origins of the

Mongolian people and their heritage does occupy its local scholars, while the

formation and dominance of empires located in its sovereign lands often have

been the focus of research carried out by foreign investigators. Several features

of its past and present have shaped the study of the peoples of present-day

Mongolia.

With a population of just 3.3 million, Mongolia and much of its surrounding

area is covered by grassy steppe, with mountains to the north and west and the

Gobi Desert to the south. Ulaanbaatar, the capital and largest city, is home to

roughly half of the country’s population. The territory of modern-day Mongolia

has been ruled by various nomadic empires, including the Xiongnu (匈奴), the

Xianbei (鲜卑), the Rouran (柔然), the First Turkish Khaganate, and others. In

1206, Genghis Khan (Чингис хаан) founded the Mongol Empire, which

became the largest contiguous land empire in history. Mongolia declared

independence in 1911 after the fall of the Chinese monarchy and achieved

actual separation in 1921. Shortly thereafter, the country became a satellite
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state of the Soviet Union in 1924. After the anti-communist revolutions of 1989,

Mongolia conducted its own peaceful democratic revolution in 1990. This led to

a new constitution in 1992.

This new independence has generated avenues of study and opened its

territories to both indigenous and foreign collaborations. A Center for Gender

Studies (жендэр судлалын төв) was founded in 2006 at the National University
of Mongolia by Tsetsegjargal Tseden (Цэцэгжаргал Цэдэн; ᠴᠡᠴᠡᠭᠵᠢᠷᠭᠠᠯ ᠼᠡᠳᠡᠨ),
who conducts research on contemporary Mongolian women. The study and

analysis of gender issues in the early, ancient periods are a very recent focus

there and fall into three research categories, each with a unique set of questions:

1. Historical studies making use of texts: primarily The Secret History of the

Mongols (蒙古秘史,Монголчуудын нууц товчоо).
2. Archaeological investigation and reporting of men and women in burials and

campsites.

3. Scientific studies of archaeological materials.

2.4.2 Historical Studies Making Use of Texts: Primarily The Secret History
of the Mongols

Although the story of the Mongols has captivated the imagination of many

historians since the rise of the Mongol Empire in the twelfth century CE, the

oldest extant text, The Secret History of theMongols (蒙古秘史;Монголчуудын
нууц товчоо), was probably written down soon after Genghis Khan’s death in the
mid thirteenth century in a script borrowed from the Uighur Turks. Based on oral

traditions, it is the official history of the literate royal family. Our source today is

a Chinese manuscript, copied in the Ming (明) dynasty after the Mongols were

driven out of China (Atwood 2023). Its perceptions were based both on myth and

actual behavior, but that text is the only premodern written document we have

from a purportedly Mongol point of view (Greaves 2020; Broadbridge 2018) and

it clearly persists today among Mongolian women and often historians (Avery

2000; Rossabi n.d.), and it may also offer clues or cautions for interpretating

gender roles in the past.

The roles of women in the Secret History have been pointed out by Anne

Broadridge (2018) and Aspen Greaves (2020). They identified female “types”

described and recorded as great and lesser mothers, revealing a hierarchy among

women; political actors gained through their husbands’ and/or their own lin-

eage; hostages or women captured and taken as wives; and domineering rulers

who acted as regents three notable times (Greaves 2020: 8–25). They note that

these royal women affected the lives of their families first and foremost, but
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when thrust into political roles they were also effective managers and leaders.

Should such evidence of royal life be found archaeologically, these roles might

be reflected in evidence of marriage, of accumulation of wealth, weapons, and

elaborate embellishments, in tributes from children, and so on.

A recent study of the emergence of empire in Eurasia and its effects on

contiguous polities posits that these pastoral peoples were responsible for

significant innovations in governing, among others, the Xiongnu in Mongolia

(Beckwith 2023). Beckwith called these peoples Scythians and dated their

existence from as early as the ninth century BCE in Tuva and western

Mongolia. His arguments depend almost wholly on Greek and Chinese texts,

and he largely ignores archaeological evidence. He does recount stories of male

leaders and female warriors.

2.4.3 Excavated Contexts and the Treatment of Gender

In a recent excavation (2020) of a cemetery at the Airagiin Gozgor archaeo-

logical site (Айрагийн гозгор), located in the Orkhon province (Орхон) of
northern Mongolia, twenty-nine burials were discovered by researchers from

the California State University – Los Angeles. Professors Christine Lee and

Yahaira Gonzalez led the excavations and found evidence of three groups buried

there: the Xiongnu, who dominated the region 2,200 years ago; the Xianbei,

who overtook the Xiongnu around 1,850 years ago; and the Turkic people, who

successively occupied the Mongolian prairies around 1,470 years ago (Cascone

2020).

Such excavations have suggested combat military roles for women. After

examination of human remains, Lee discovered significant markings on three

female Xiongnu skeletons that suggest they may have occasionally practiced

archery or horseback riding, while the Turkic skeletons only did horseback

riding. But two female skeletons out of three at the Xianbei burial (147–552 CE)

stood out as riders and possibly skilled fighters (Cascone 2020; Gegel 2020).

In a cogent essay on household archaeology of mobile pastoralists informed

by survey data from Egiin Gol, Josh Wright used archaeological results and

ethnographic research in the same areas to look at how gender figured in the

spatial use of the sites (Wright 2016: 143–144). He argued that with the aid of

scientific methods of analysis ranging from geomorphology to molecular

archaeology he could suggest how space was used daily and seasonally for

these mobile people.

To do so, he used:

1. Ceramic distributions to give information on high-traffic areas and activities

in general.
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2. Faunal studies to provide information on foddering and penning practices.

3. Soil and soil chemistry studies.

He found that women were most active in or near the ger (гэр), in the kitchen, at
hitching lines, and at animal standing areas or corrals, whereas men were likely

most active along animal paths into and out of the campsite and in open areas

where animals were divided by sex and age. The exchange of animals and duties

between genders occurred as well. Women and female animals were most active

in the spaces within a campsite, while lone men and mixed animal groups were

most active in the broader landscape.

These two studies show that men and women had defined roles in society, that

there was a hierarchy within genders, and that a clear ordering of the space was

followed by the family. Local functioning of the household was carried out by

women while external activity was men’s work. A special category for women

existed in some pastoral communities that provided military assistance when

needed (Cascone 2020; Gegel 2020). This would not necessarily have been

a full-time, year-round role for either men or women (Linduff and Rubinson

2022: 82–88), but the studies on human bones at least confirm that some women

were mounted warriors. An even more recent volume gives another point of

view (see below, Miller 2024)

2.4.4 Scientific Studies of Archaeological Materials

In addition to the studies by Gegel (2000) and Cascone (2000), both informed

by scientific analyses of archaeological remains, the rise in interest in human

biological remains in ancient pastoral communities as evidenced in Mongolia is

significant. Proceeding from a point of caution, Crawford warns that mobile

pastoralists developed different patterns of social organization that depended on

their specific ecological, cultural, political, or historical circumstances. Each

geographical region had its own unique pattern of development and interaction

with the surrounding sedentary societies, and the genetic and demographic

structure of pastoral populations was shaped by aspects of their distinctive

subsistence ecology (Crawford and Leonard 2002: 8). Studies that provide

information about sex and age, health, diet, family structure, family and genetic

affiliation, conflict and trauma, and activity-related morphologies have been

conducted (among others, e.g., Holliman 2011; Murphy et al. 2013; Erdene

2013; Eng 2013, 2015; Eng and Zhang 2013; Keyser et al. 2020). Taken

together, such studies can merge the ecological, demographic, health, and

biological facets of the herding existence and often get at defining roles for

each sex. The recent synthetic study on the Xiongnu by Bryan Miller will
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hopefully lead to further research and interpretation on gendered behaviors

(Miller 2024).

Making use of other types of testing, for instance, Keyser et al. (2020) have

generated nuclear and whole mitochondrial DNA data from the skeletal remains

of fifty-two individuals excavated from the Tamir Ulaan Khoshuu cemetery

(Тамир Улаан Хошуу) in Central Mongolia used by the Xiongnu from the first

century BCE to the first century CE. Kinship analyses were conducted using

autosomal and Y-chromosomal DNA markers along with complete sequences

of the mitochondrial genome in order to conduct genetic studies of family,

parity, and conquest in Iron Age Xiongnu. These analyses suggested close kin

relationships between many individuals and that nineteen such individuals

comprised a large family spanning five generations. Within this family, they

determined that one woman was of especially high status, offering a novel

insight into the structure and hierarchy of societies from the Xiongnu period.

Moreover, they confirmed that, in the group studied, the Xiongnu had a strongly

admixed mitochondrial and Y-chromosome gene pool and a significant western

component. Using a fine-scale approach (haplotype instead of haplogroup-level

information), they proposed that Scytho-Siberians were ancestors of the

Xiongnu and Huns their descendants. Although results are always up for review,

this is the sort of detailed and insightful research underway.

An important new study of Xiongnu genomic structures among populations

on the western frontier of the empire in western Mongolia has found very clear

indications of gendered status and roles in the local sites studied. While the

high-status tombs are largely female and are of eastern Eurasian ancestry, the

secondary tombs adjacent are of males of western Eurasian ancestry, for

instance. In addition, several female tombs also showed a concentration of

wealth and elite status that included exotic items from further east, such as

Chinese silks, lacquers, and so on, suggesting that interregional connections to

groups in Han Dynasty China may have been greater, and more complex, than

previously understood. This also suggests that Xiongnu women played an

especially prominent role in the expansion and integration of new territories

along the empire’s frontier (Lee et al. 2023). This new study confirms with

certainty the flexible status of females and males in Xiongnu society that had

been suggested earlier, but in a study based only on archaeological materials

(Linduff 2008: 181–191; Miller 2024).

2.4.5 Now and in the Future

Although gender studies are still in their infancy in Mongolia, research is

welcomed on gender issues and materials have been made available to scientists
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for the most recent types of testing. More surveys and excavations are being

conducted and international collaboration is welcomed, so deeper knowledge of

the lifeways of the various peoples ofMongolia and their interaction with others

will undoubtedly be forthcoming. And, as women form an important part of the

archaeology roster at National University of Mongolia, and given that gender

issues are an important part of the history of pastoral peoples, more and more

sophisticated studies will likely appear.

2.5 Taiwan

2.5.1 Historical Setting and Gender Ideology in Taiwan

The current and historical geopolitical situation in Taiwan has created a very

particular setting regarding the study of gender and many other topics. Located

in East Asia in the northwestern Pacific Ocean, Taiwan is situated in a strategic

region with a complex history of waves of migration and changing regimes,

especially during the twentieth century due to the rapid political changes in East

Asia. Since the early Neolithic period, migrants from the south and southeast

coasts of the mainland arrived in Taiwan, leading some to suggest that the east

coast of Taiwan was a homeland for ancient Austronesian people (Tsang

2005a). During the Ming and Qing dynasties, more and more Han Chinese

came to Taiwan from China’s southeast coast. Around the first half of the

seventeenth century, Dutch and Spanish colonists occupied Taiwan briefly.

After the Sino-Japanese War in 1895, Taiwan was ceded to Japan by the Qing

government and became a colony of Japan. In 1945, Taiwan was returned to

China under the government of the Republic of China after World War II. After

four years of civil war in China, the Nationalist Party of China (referred to as the

Kuomintang, or KMT) retreated to Taiwan in 1949, whileMartial Law (May 20,

1949 to July 14, 1987) was issued and was not lifted until July 15, 1987 as

proclaimed by President Chiang Ching-kuo蔣經國 (1910–1988). Lee Teng-hui

李登輝 (1923–2020) succeeded as president in 1988 and was then elected as the

president of the Republic of China. This initial process of democratization in

Taiwan witnessed different social and political movements during the late

1980s and 1990s, including a feminist movement.

During Lee’s time, political reconstruction was initiated, and a debate on

Taiwan’s national identity among its intellectuals was raised beginning in the

early 1990s (Jiang 1998). Additionally, in 1997, textbooks were revised to

reconstruct Taiwanese identity with more moderate ideas and to emphasize

multiculturalism (Wang 2000). President Lee Teng-hui openly defined the

special relationship between China and Taiwan as “two states” in 1999

(Sheng 2002). Such changes in the political environment inside and outside of
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Taiwan have caused a change in how people in Taiwan, including in terms of

gender, identify themselves. For example, during the late 1990s the dominant

Chinese nationalist ideal was replaced by a dual national identity (both Chinese

and Taiwanese), and from 2001 to 2019 more people formed yet another

Taiwanese national identity (Shen 2022: 73–93). Beginning in the early

1990s, recognition that Taiwan had hosted several different cultural and ethnic

groups in the past has led to making a multicultural history the basis of a newly

formed national identity.

In that environment, the study of gender in Taiwan was influenced by the

feminist movement in the West from the 1980s. A center for gender studies was

founded in 1985 with the support of the Asia Society, which was placed under

the Center for Population of the National Taiwan University. The first journal on

gender studies was published in 1990 and the center established the first Women

and Gender Studies program in 1997, which has focused on women’s roles and

gender studies on contemporary Taiwanese women.12 Furthermore, like many

Western countries, a same-sex marriage bill was passed by the Taiwanese

parliament with the support of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) on

May 24, 2019, and made Taiwan the first country in Asia to allow same-sex

couples to register their relationships. The implementation of this law helped

engender marriage equality (Friedman and Chen 2023) and marked Taiwan’s

search for new models, including a gendered ideology.

Currently, Taiwan’s sociopolitical environment, democratization, and the

women’s movement have made it one of the most gender-friendly countries in

Asia, according to Chen Yi-chien (2021). Scholars have studied the lives of

women and men in modern and contemporary Taiwan from historical, sociopo-

litical, and cross-cultural perspectives (Farris et al. 2004). Lu Hsin-yi (2004)

examined the origins of Taiwanese feminist thought during Japanese rule

(1895–1945) and argued that feminism arose partially out of the gendered

rhetoric in Taiwanese intellectual discussion, which was regarded as

a signifier of modernity during the 1920s and 1930s. Catherine Farris (2004)

provided a comprehensive and thoughtful comparative study on women in

China and Taiwan. Farris compared the influences of socialist developments

in China and capitalist expansion in Taiwan on the lives of women and exam-

ined several aspects of women’s lives from the late Qing dynasty to the 1990s.

Although scholarship in gender studies has focused on modern and contem-

porary society, gender studies of ancient society have only begun in recent

years. Importantly, with the efforts by the current government to present itself as

12 Information about the history of the Women’s and Gender Research program is available on the
Center’s website: https://gender.psc.ntu.edu.tw/small-histroy/ (accessed October 5, 2023).
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a separate and distinct nation independent from the PRC, they have seemingly

affected the direction of studies of ancient Taiwan to include the multicultural

background of the island population. This allows for study of distinctive gender

roles as exhibited in the varied cultures that inhabit the island even today.

2.5.2 Taiwan Archaeology and Ethnoarchaeology

Over the past five decades, the data from archaeological discoveries in Taiwan

have enriched our understanding of the history of prehistoric and early historic

periods, cultural exchanges and interactions between Taiwan and its neighboring

territories, and the resulting development of social organization (Tsang 1995; Liu

2019; Pearson 2023). Since the early Neolithic period, migrants from the south

and southeast coasts of the mainland arrived in Taiwan, and archaeological data

show that Tapenkeng 大坌坑 pottery with cord-marked rim and neck, for

instance, was associated with the Pearl River Delta (Tsang 2005b: 71).

Recognizing the many sources of Taiwanese culture, Liu Yi-chang 劉益昌

(2006) addressed the issue of construction of national and regional history

through the study of Taiwan’s prehistoric and early historical periods to include

Indigenous groups. But as Chiang Chih-hua 江芝華 has pointed out, the dis-

course on Taiwan’s prehistoric period still mainly focuses on objects, such as the

study of remains, dates, living conditions, transportation, and exchange systems

(Chiang 2008: 126), and the study of gender from an archaeological perspective is

very limited. On the other hand, Chen Po-chan’s 陈伯桢 review of Taiwan’s

ethnoarchaeology suggests that ethnographic and anthropological research in

Taiwan provides an alternative way to study ancient societies through the inclu-

sion of Indigenous groups of people in Taiwan (Chen 2009). Since the social

systems of Indigenous groups in Taiwan are different from traditional Chinese

society, scholars have studied the construction of gender identity and gender roles

in their societies separately.

2.5.3 Archaeology and Scientific Testing of Human Bones

Some analyses using scientific testing have yielded interesting results about

gender and age. A group of archaeologists have also examined dental condi-

tions and human skeletons from two archaeological sites in Taiwan and

observed changes in food consumption and health conditions from the earliest

Neolithic period (3000 BCE) to the later Iron Age (200–1500 CE)

(Pietrusewsky et al. 2013). The human skeletons are from two archaeological

sites: twenty-three individuals are from the Nankuanli East (南關裡東)

(NKLE) site located in the Tainan Science Park (台南科學院區), Tainan

City, which belongs to the Tapenkeng culture (ca. 5000 years BP [ca. 3000
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BCE]). The second group from the Iron Age Shisanhang site (十三行) (SSH)

(ca. 1800–500 years BP [ca. 200–1500 CE]) located in northwestern Taiwan

also has twenty-three individuals. The data from the Tapenkeng Neolithic site

shows overall that the dental health of the individuals from the NKLE was

good, but the frequency of advanced wearing away of the teeth was signifi-

cantly higher in adult males than in adult women, which might be related to

age, diet, and/or lifestyle. The data from the SSH site suggest that children’s

health had improved over time. During the Iron Age, because more soft foods

were provided, tooth wear was reduced. The inhabitants of both sites engaged

in agriculture, fishing, and exploitation of marine and terrestrial resources.

The data show that early Neolithic residents in Taiwan were under greater

physiological stress than residents of Iron Age sites. Overall, Taiwan’s pre-

historic residents had good dental health. This also appeared to reflect

a nonagricultural economy and probably the consumption of marine foods

that were low in starch, sugar, and/or caries deficiencies (Pietrusewsky et al.

2013).

The remains of tooth ablation rituals in Taiwan have been found fromNeolithic

and IronAge sites, traced back to 2500BCE, andwere a unique rite of passage for

women (Chiu 2010). Chiu Hung-lin 邱鴻霖 studied the tooth ablation ritual

based on ethnographies with reference to 162 skeletons found in the burials

from the Neolithic Shih-chiao site (石橋遺址), Tainan County (台南), Taiwan

(Niaosung culture 蔦松文化, 1200–1700 BP [800–300 CE]) (Chiu 2010).

Among the 162 skeletons, 59 had tooth ablations. More importantly, the tooth

ablation ritual, both maxillary lateral incisor and canine teeth ablated symmetric-

ally, was performed mainly on teenage and young adult females, although no

evidence showed a connection between pregnancy and tooth ablation. At the

same time, it was not associated with particular natal groups since the analysis of

tooth crowns showed that some individuals were genetically connected and some

were not. Chiu suggested that tooth ablationwas highly correlatedwith adulthood

and marital status.

2.5.4 Gender and Social Order: Archaeology of “House Societies”

Chiang adopted the concept of “House Societies” proposed by Lévi-Strauss in the

1950s and suggested that this concept offers archaeologists a useful approach to

examining the social organization and material culture of Taiwan’s prehistoric

period (Chiang 2008). Chen Yu-pei 陳有貝 (2015) examined the distribution of

the ornaments and changes in their function and symbolic meanings found in

prehistoric sites in Taiwan across space and time. For example, during the

Neolithic period the use of ornaments varied by region and culture, while during
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the Iron Age there was a new development in production and use associated with

social change.

Two studies on aboriginal groups are related to gender and the use of house

space. Based on Chiang Bien 蔣斌 and Li Ching-yi’s 李靜怡 ethnographic

study of the Paiwan group (排灣族) (Chiang and Li 1995), the family house of

the Paiwan people has extremely rich connotations in relation to social life and

cosmology. Family houses were inherited by the couple’s eldest heir, either

male or female. The eldest heir who inherits the house and family business is

called vusam, meaning millet seed, in Paiwanese. This suggests that the eldest

heir is synonymous with millet seeds and according to Paiwan beliefs is used as

a seed storage while the younger siblings are equated with sownmillet endlessly

spread to multiply the original family numbers. Moreover, the Paiwan people

practice indoor burial. In addition to the dormitory, fire pit, storage room, stone

niche altar on the back wall, and other facilities, the burial pit is located within

a living space, one of the most sacred interior spaces of a family house where the

sculptures of ancestors in pillar format were set into the corners. Paiwan couples

are not buried in the same tomb after death, because husband and wife were not

born in the same house. Brothers and sisters at the age of marriage leave home to

marry but return to their hometown to be buried. The structure, internal space

facilities, inheritance, and naming of the family house and their dependence on

ancestral spirits are closely related to the social identity and status of Paiwan people

from birth to death (Chiang and Li 1995). Furthermore, Kuo Su-chiu 郭素秋

suggested that the gender-neutral relationship between the original house and its

subdivisions signifies “the reproduction of Paiwan society” and was embodied in

ideas about millet and family groupings (Kuo 2023: 190–191).

2.5.5 The Austronesian Identifiers: Food and Burial Factors

By studying a complex of culture groups, Taiwan archaeology has documented

diversity of food production, material remains, and cultural activities. It has

been suggested that Taiwan’s Neolithic marks the first stage in the expansion of

Austronesian-speaking people, from its southeastern coastal China origins

through the Pacific (Hung and Carson 2014). The discussion is about how the

origins of the Taiwan Neolithic food production provided a context to under-

stand how ancient Austronesian-speaking populations supplied themselves in

Taiwan and ultimately settled throughout the Pacific. For example, archaeobo-

tanical findings suggest that Taiwan’s Neolithic supported a broad range of food

production, including tuber cultivation, farming, fishing, and foraging. These

were all crucial components of a Neolithic package, though rice and millet

cultivation ultimately became important as well. As the authors suggested, food
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availability and production were one of the great motivations that made early

peoples migrate, and foragers and fishers might have been great explorers who

moved from coastal China to Taiwan and then fromTaiwan to the Pacific islands

(Hung and Carson 2014: 1129). Food production may have become a cultural

memory later fabricated into the myth of origin, for example, of the goddess of

Kavalan (噶瑪蘭), one of the aboriginal groups in Taiwan. We will discuss this

as reviewed by Liu Pi-chen 劉璧榛 (2007, 2008, 2020).

Other cultural features proposed to connect Taiwan and the Pacific islands

are based on new archaeological evidence. Based on the study of burial jars

and burial practice, Tsang Cheng-hwa 臧振華 has suggested that it was

possible that the east coast of Taiwan was a homeland for ancient people of

both Lanyu (蘭嶼), an island located about 90 km southeast of Taitung (台東),

and Batanes Islands (巴丹島), islands located 162 km north of Luzon, in the

Philippines, although some of the Yami (雅美) legends of Lanyu indicate that

their ancestors came from the islands of Batanes. According to archaeological

data from recent excavations at the Huanggangshan site (黃岡山遺址) in

Hualian County (花蓮縣) and the Wanshan site (丸山遺址) in Yilan County

(宜蘭縣), Tsang suggested that the forms and practices of these jar burials are

similar to those found on Lanyu and Batanes, but their dates were earlier,

suggesting that the jar burial tradition on both Lanyu and Batanes may

ultimately have originated in Taiwan (Tsang 2005a).

2.5.6 Gender in Belief Systems

In her studies of the goddesses of aboriginal groups in Taiwan, Liu Pi-chen劉璧

榛 (2007, 2008, 2020) has researched beliefs, especially in the mutumazu

goddess, in relation to the matrilineal and matrilocal social structure (only

partially retained in later ruling systems) of the Kavalan people (噶瑪蘭) in

Taiwan. It is believed that thematumazu goddess brought rice plants to their land

and was the mother of mtiu, female shamans (Liu 2007: 48–50). Liu Pi-chen’s

ethnographical studies have enriched our understanding about the complicated

relationship between gender construction, religious symbolic representation, and

food in aboriginal societies (Liu 2007). In Kavalan matrilineal society, women

have their own ritual groups, fields, and gender symbols. The relationship

betweenwomen and food (rice goddess) is established viamatrilineal inheritance.

Women acquire power within the scope of religion, family, and related material

control, as well as their power to communicate with the supernatural. In contrast,

males are associatedwith wild deer andmust achieve social status through ability,

tools, and the total amount of prey and types of prey they accumulate. But men

and women also establish interdependent connections because of these social
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differences. Liu also suggested that gender construction and food production,

consumption as well as exchange, are established through continuous interaction

and are not instituted or unchanged categories (Liu 2007: 62).

In contrast, the Goddess Mazu (媽祖) was associated with the Han Chinese

who immigrated from the mainland. Chang Hsun 張珣 studied the Mazu cult

within an anthropological study of goddess worship and suggested that Matsu

was a virgin, an unmarried woman, was called a spirited woman in the early

period, but was identified as a Heavenly Queen, or Saint Mother, indicating that

she had been identified as an ideal Chinese woman (Chang 1995: 199). If all of

these concepts had archaeological correlates, and they are likely to have, they

are yet to be discovered.

2.5.7 First Journal Articles on Gender Archaeology

The first journal article focused on gender studies in archaeology was published

in April 2020, edited by Chiang Chih-hua江芝華, an associate professor in the

Department of Anthropology at National Taiwan University and a research

fellow in the Women’s Studies program under the Center for Population of

the National Taiwan University. As Chiang Chih-hua has pointed out, gender

archaeology has been discussed in the West since the 1980s, but as a subfield it

has not been taken seriously in Taiwanese archaeological discourse. Yet, in the

twenty-first century and with the growing number of women archaeologists and

the rise in diversity in the Taiwanese archaeological community, discussions on

gender and the archaeological methods used to discern it began to increase,

leading to a volume focused on how female scholars/archaeologists study

gender in ancient societies (Chiang 2020: 7). The following discussion reviews

five articles from the journal, namely two on Taiwan, two on China, and one on

Japan. These articles were not all focused on Taiwan, yet the area studies,

including China, Japan, and Taiwan, may indicate Taiwan’s diversity, historical

past and present, and/or intellectual interests.

Ko Yu-chieh 柯渝婕 (2020) focused on the 4,451 ceramic rings found in 23

pits at the Niaosung site (蔦松遺址), dated from around 1800–1400 BP or 200–

600 CE. Ko proposed that it is important to put these rings into a cultural context

since they had not been studied thoroughly and often were identified merely as

ornaments. Based on the inner diameter of the ring, ranging from 3 cm to 20 cm,

Ko suggested that both children and adults could have worn them (Ko 2020:

38). Since the shapes of pottery rings were within a certain range, from round to

square with few changes over time, she suggested that it is possible that wearing

pottery rings was a special meaning standardized for people at Niaosung.

Although there were not enough data to analyze the precise social significance
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of wearing pottery rings, they were not particularly related to women. There

must have been an acknowledgment within Niaosung society that wearing

pottery rings was not based on gender, age, kinship, or class. Consequently,

generations of people there wore them, a meaningful gesture not yet understood

(Ko 2020: 38–39).

Chung Kuo-feng 鐘國風 (2020) examined both men and women’s roles

in Amis (阿美) adult ceremonies at Lidaw (裡漏部落), Dongchang Village

(東昌村) in Hualian County (花蓮縣), but with particular attention paid to

adult ceremonies for women, which had not been discussed previously.

Among the aboriginal groups in Taiwan, the Amis are often seen as representa-

tives of a matrilineal society. Bawsa (女子送飯給男子), a ritual that is embedded

in the men’s Boat Ritual ceremony (Palunan [船祭]), shows a teenage girl dressed

in formal, traditional costume bringing food to a teenage boy. While those two ate

together in a temporary space, during the ritual ceremony they were married and

became adults. Subsequently, the woman who runs the house would receive

help from her mother to buy a set of sacrificial clay pots, a ritual that reiterated

the connection between home and ancestral spirits. Chung suggested that

through the Amis Boat Ritual and Bawsa ritual, adolescents were transformed

into adult men and women with gendered roles while at the same time it

reinforced traditional Amis lifeways and a gender system in a matriarchal

society (Chung 2020: 28–29).

Two other articles focused on China were written by two female scholars

from the Institute of History and Philology at the Academia Sinica. Uchida

Junko內田純子, a Japanese scholar born in Tokyo and trained in Chinese

archaeology at Kyoto University, studied how gendered society formed as

part of the process of urbanization during the Yinxu period by analyzing jade

and bronze artifacts unearthed at the Yinxu (殷墟) site. She suggested that, after

becoming urbanized, men had more time to develop professional skills such as

learning how to write, making pottery or casting bronze, while women were

limited to childbirth and nursing (Uchida 2020: 18–19). Lin Kuei-chen林圭偵

(2020) discussed women in frontier areas, in Sichuan (四川). Lin connected her

personal fieldwork experience in Sichuan areas and talked about the unconven-

tional character of Sichuan’s “spicy women” such as Bao Sanniang 鮑三娘,

who was famous for the conquest of Nanman (南蠻). Additionally, Lin also

introduced Zeng Zhaoyu 曾昭燏, China’s first female archaeologist, who was

trained at the University of London and was a classmate of Xia Nai夏鼐, one of

the founders of Chinese archaeology. Zeng Zhaoyu used scientific archaeo-

logical methods in Yunnan and built on studies of ethnic groups and cultures of

the southwestern frontier.
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Lu Jou-chun 盧柔君 (2020) discussed the changes and limitations in gender

studies in Japanese archaeology and suggested that researchers should be more

cautious not to use today’s social structure and gender stereotypes to explain

what happened in the past. Lu also mentioned that the reproductions of the

ancient family in Taiwan’s museums should pay attention to the stereotypes of

gendered roles in ancient societies.

2.5.8 Museum Exhibitions and Gender

Museum exhibitions play an important role in educational purposes and the pursuit

of historical knowledge, and since the early 1990s the material remains of

Indigenous groups in Taiwan have been exhibited in the museums, including the

Shung Ye Formosan Aborigines Museum, the National Museum of Prehistory.

More importantly, the cultural diversity of Indigenous groups has been celebrated

and presented as a part of Taiwan history and cultural traditions (Varutti 2011). For

example, the exhibition on “Gender, Space, and Society of the Amis,” curated by

Chen Wende at the Museum of Ethnology of the Academia Sinica, shows how

Amis men and women lived. Additionally, the representation of the members of

a family from the Shihsanhang Museum of Archaeology in Taiwan projects

a modern concept of a nuclear and idealized family – the parent with a boy and

a girl. Even so, the range of topics on the archaeological study of gender in Taiwan

has exhibited a view of history that acknowledges the contributions ofmany groups

who came to Taiwan: aborigines, mainlanders from different culture areas, and

Japanese. Recognition of the differences in the cultural practices of such groups,

including gendered roles, could lead to an understanding of a more diverse society

from the very beginning of the occupation of Taiwan. Certainly, affected by the

desire to create a new national identity and to establish a distinctive pattern from

that of the PRC, Taiwan archaeologists may formulate amore diverse picture of the

past that does not seek Chinese identity but Taiwan’s multiple identities that are

unique to the island.

2.5.9 Future Considerations

Similar to Korean archaeology, many questions in Taiwanese archaeology are

still needed to bring about careful and thoughtful interpretation, including those

about gender. If incorporated into theoretical modeling, for instance, household

archaeological investigations could include more scientific testing of human

remains for sex identification, for gender-specific issues of diet, health, move-

ment of peoples, division of labor, kinship and other social structures, and state

development and ideology. Scientific know-how is clearly available in Taiwan’s

labs and its more extensive use will lead to more nuanced and sophisticated
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interpretations of gender in Taiwan. As in any study, the use of scientifically

rendered data is most useful when set into the historical context.

3 Thinking Ahead

What this Element has made clear is the need for several types of rethinking

about the paradigms currently applied in the scholarship. For example, as the

example of Taiwan has shown, albeit perhaps unintentionally and under the

guise of nationalistic objectives, all over East Asia identities are hybrid and

pluralistic and there are more representative ways to think about ancient

groupings of peoples than the traditional culture-historical paradigms so

engrained in thinking about Asia. An abandonment of a cultural-historical

approach to archaeological and binary interpretations based on an us/them

mentality fueled by modern nationalist agendas would lead to other modes of

interpretation (such as postcolonial and postmodern) and approaches to ethni-

city, gender, and cultural identity, including hybridity, identity fluidity, and

pluralistic conceptions showing that groups/peoples were not monolithic cul-

tural blocks existing in opposition to each other but were intrinsically inter-

twined in communities sustained by adaptive approaches to social and cultural

self-presentation.

Alternate groupings might include, among others, depending on the time

period:

1. Coastal East Asia (Russian Far East, Taiwan, central coastal China,

Philippines, Vietnam, Kyushu and the southern islands of Japan) (see

Nelson 2013).

2. Northern Asia (Mongolia, northern Japan, Korea, northeastern China,

Russian Far East) and Inner Asia.

3. Central China and Eurasia.

Within each, cultural hybridity was typical and discernable, but so was self-

identification with non-colonial traditions vs. colonial expressions of domin-

ance and power in frontier areas (e.g., Maoqinggou) or mixed expressions of

affiliation even in the capital city (e.g., the tomb of the Shang royal consort Fu

Hao 妇好墓).

Since binary concepts of identity fail to account for the nuances within the

mixed communities of the regions, attempts to define what is meant by “gender”

(or ethnicity, for that matter) as a sociological, anthropological, and archaeo-

logical category would be more productive. A thorough evaluation of a range of

scholarly approaches, from the traditional (gender and ethnicity as related to

common ancestry) to the postmodern (gender as a malleable tool for one’s own
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self-representation), would lead to a much-needed attempt to bridge the tradi-

tions of Western and Eastern Asian scholarship, for example in marriage

contracts and gender-based burial patterns.

Attempts to tackle other questions about identity would be fruitful as well.

Are pluralistic identities created at a local level to mediate (colonializing of

frontiers?, etc.) interactions that were shaped, but not supplanted, by the influ-

ence of colonialists’ dominating ideas to conquer, integrate, make the subju-

gated “Chinese,” “Japanese,” and so on? That is, does the expanding culture

push the local into new identity formation? If not, what other factors could be

brought to bear?

The search for archaeological information on gender in early East Asia can be

fruitful if pursued in relation to a conceptualization of gender following suc-

cessful gender social theory in other parts of the world. An understanding of

gender as a socially constructed concept, and one that is tied to the construction

of multiple and fluid identities as affected by age, social status, occupation,

state-level policies, ethnicity, historical circumstances, and many others, would

give a fuller picture of how such positions affected community structures.

Ethnographic parallels might inspire rethinking of such matters in an archaeo-

logical setting.

Research involving the use of excavated texts, archaeological materials, and

scientific reasoning and testing would most likely require collaborative teams

and result in more synthetic interpretations. More robust collection of data on

historical contexts in which ideas about gender operated, and concentration on

local studies, might lead to regional analyses that would more clearly represent

ancient culture areas that cross current national boundaries.

Moreover, the inclusion of several of the following features in constructing

research questions would surely target new understandings of gender: Family

and class issues especially in relation to local behaviors in institutions such as

marriage continue to be rewarding topics when examining regional alliances,

class mobility, economic priorities, and so on. Consideration of flexible societal

organization in local settings, including evidence of hierarchies and/or hierarch-

ies even in the same locales, could lead to a deeper understanding of changing

expectations for members of each gender. More focus on health conditions,

including diet and its role in defining and marking genders and societal rank as

aided by stable isotope and other types of testing and analysis of bone and teeth,

would add further depth to understanding individual roles of members of the

tested societies. Attention to familial relations, aided by DNA testing, when

considering marriage customs, economic exchanges, military and economic

strategies, and more, could make clearer the role of gender in decision-

making about political, trade, and many other alliances. Awareness of housing
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and overall site organization that exposes evidence about family organization

across gender, age, and class can reveal patterns that governed local and

regional economies, community and individual work habits, funerary practices

according to cultural affiliations, age, class, and gender, for instance, and may

reveal gendered behavior within the family structure. Age testing when exam-

ining gendered roles in familial, social, and political arenas, as well as certain

ritual ceremonies, can also be fruitful.

As many publications are either dissertations or conference papers published

as edited volumes, it would be refreshing to have single-authored monographs

in which an author could present an argument comprehensively. This would

need to be built on case studies that concern the self-representation of individ-

uals in their local context. Searches for resonance between differing disciplinary

approaches among researchers in any such endeavor might lead to comparative

as well as shared multi-vector analyses rather than the reporting of individual

findings only in isolated, narrowly targeted venues.

Clearly the study of gender and ancient societies is on the minds of many

scholars in East Asia, and hopefully this Element will aid themwhen considering

new projects.
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