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European enterprises are legally obliged to provide their African workers with lodging,
food, and medical care, in addition to wages. But there are many variations in the way
these obligations are implemented. For this reason the Mission recommends closer super-
vision of working conditions and expects that the African labour unions, officially intro-
duced in 1946, will exercise an extremely useful influence if their development is protected
against some powerful interests.

In the field of political rights the Delegates desire a much wider representation of Africans
by Africans in the different consultative bodies and suggest that the representatives of
Europeans in these bodies should be elected rather than appointed.

The general conclusions of the Mission are followed by reports on particular questions
written by various Senators each on his own responsibility. These are concerned with
problems of administration, education, demography, health, communications, economics,
agriculture, &c. Some documents—petitions, minutes of meetings with delegates of colonial
associations—are to be found in the appendix. A few nai've utterances recorded there throw
a crude light on the mentality of some European settlers and even of some white trade union
leaders.

Communicated by J. J. MAQUET

British Colonial Office—Funds for Research
A BILL to increase the annual amounts payable from public funds for carrying but schemes
under the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts of 1940 and 1945 has been passed by
Parliament. Included in the Bill are provisions for increasing the allocations available
for research. The Secretary of State for the Colonies, in introducing the Bill, said that the
essential problem facing all Colonial Administrations was how to control environment for
good living; there were always effort-destroying factors in the environment and knowledge
was still inadequate. If development schemes were to be applied there must be under-
standing of the structure and customs of the societies affected; the properties of the soil,
the existing natural resources, the uses of products, and the methods whereby society and
economy could be improved needed to be studied. New centres of research to deal with
these problems were being created in the Colonies and research institutions were attached
to the new colonial colleges and universities; special missions were undertaking investigations
in every field. In these ways the knowledge necessary for tackling problems involved in
development work was being acquired and applied.

U'Habitation en Afrique Occidentale
L'OFFICE de la Recherche Scientifique Coloniale (Bureau d'fitudes Humaines), in collabora-
tion with M. H. Labouret, has published a map of West Africa showing the distribution of
different types of native African housing. A key printed at the foot of the map gives draw-
ings of the types of houses and granaries represented. The map, which is based on ethno-
logical and linguistic maps of Meunier, Meek, and Talbot, and on additional unpublished
material, is accompanied by explanatory notes describing the materials used for different
types of habitation, the methods of building, and the relation of both form and material
to physical environment, climatic conditions, and social development. The editors invite
comments, corrections, and suggestions, and have distributed with the map a form of
questionnaire designed to secure additional information.

The International Colonial Institute
THE International Colonial Institute was founded on 8 January 1894 chiefly in order to
facilitate and diffuse the comparative study of colonial administration and legislation.
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A general Meeting held in Brussels on 13 March 1948 decided to modify the statutes of the
Institute on three points: its scope, its membership, its name.

It is now called the International Institute of Political and Social Sciences Concerning Countries
of Differing Civilizations (previously The International Colonial Institute). Whereas under
its original statutes the Institute could only accept as members those belonging to countries
possessing colonies or colonizing their own territories, from now on the Institute will be
constituted of members chosen from people of all nationalities, regardless of race or sex,
who possess a thorough knowledge, theoretical or practical, of the problems with which
it is its purpose to deal.

Chaka the Zulu1

AN English translation of the original Sesuto novel by Thomas Mofolo was published by
the International African Institute in 1931. The book aroused wide interest at the time as an
example of literary work of a high quality by an African. This edition is now out of print,
but a shortened and simplified version, with six full-page illustrations, has now been issued
by the Oxford University Press. The story is also being published in serial form in a
magazine for teachers published by the Education Department, Southern Sudan.

Wanga Yoane2

A MANUSCRIPT written in the Nkunto-Mongo language by Bongelemba Natanaele, sub-
mitted for the Vernacular Essay Competition organized by this Institute in 1939, has been
translated into English by the Rev. Herbert Smith and published by the United Christian
Missionary Society, Indiana.

The book is autobiographical and gives an account of the author's childhood in the Bel-
gian Congo, his education at the Congo Christian Institute, his conversion to Christianity,
and his experiences as a teacher. Many children's games, proverbs, and fables are included.

Towards the New Africa*
DURING the first post-war years the Uganda Society conceived the idea of a series of lectures
and discussions which would serve to draw attention to the different aspects of Uganda's
inevitable future development. The success of the series was such that the Society felt a
wider public should be able to study the arguments put forward and they therefore pub-
lished the lectures under the present title. Contributions are by both Africans and Europeans
and cover a wide range of topics, including agricultural efficiency, malnutrition, and educa-
tional adaptation., The series concludes with a short review by a prominent business man
entitled ' A business man looks at Africa '.

1 Chaka the Zulu, by Thomas Mofolo. The English Reader's Library, London: Oxford University Press,
1949. Pp. 125, ill. '. -;

2 Wanga Yoane of the Village of Yuli, written by Wanga, translated by Herbert Smith, illustrated by Rose
Wright. Indianapolis: United Christian Missionary Society, 1948. Pp. 127.

3 Towards the New Africa, by Margaret Trowell and others. The Uganda Society, Kampala, 1949. 2/.
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