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from a Galloping Horse
by Norma Lundholm Djerassi

On May 20th 1973 Carl and Norma Djerassi flew out of Los Angeles on a TWA 707
jet to Hong Kong, gateway to the People's Republic of China. They went at the
invitation of the Director of the Institute of Zoology affiliated with the Chinese
Academy of Sciences in Peking.
Carl Djerassi, Professor of Chemistry at Stanford University, one of the world's
leading organic chemists and a pioneer in the synthesising of oral contraceptives,
faced a heavy schedule. He was to lecture not only about the current and future
prospects of oral contraception but about his work on natural products chemistry
and on insect hormone research.
But Norma Djerassi's time was less heavily comrruted. Away from the academic
circuit of the official party she was free to visit communes, libraries, kindergartens,
workers' housing, universities and factories. Her work and her inclinations had
already given her a major interest in education and people; but she is also a published
poet, with a poet's sensitive eye. Her journal of the weeks she spent in China is thus
both vivid and perceptive, capturing on the one hand the strenuous speed of an
academic lecture tour and on the other the pleasures of the observer - someone who,
in the words of Chairman Mao, "looked at the flowers while on horseback".
Mrs. Djerassi's gentle, sensitive book will appeal to the many readers who want to
catch the flavor of life in the People's Republic today.
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