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Environmental Conservation — Instructions for Authors

Environmental Conservation is an international quarterly journal
which welcomes

* subject reviews (normally <12 000 words),

* research papers (up to 10 000 words; <4000 for rapid processing),
* guest editorials/comments (<1000 words),

* meeting reports (<1000 words), and

* book reviews (<1000 words),

relevant to scientifically-based conservation of the Earth’s environ-
ment. The main criteria for acceptance of subject reviews and re-
search papers are originality, scientific rigour, comprehensiveness,
appeal to a wide readership, and acceptability of style. Research
papers may be in the form of experimental, monitoring or other
quantitative studies; case histories are also acceptable. Submission
of material implies that it is original, has not been published in more
than abstract form, is not being considered for publication elsewhere
and that, if published in Environmental Conservation, copyright will
be vested in the Foundation for Environmental Conservation. It is
further understood that any regulations or obligations pertaining to
acquisition and dissemination of the data have been complied with,
and that the underlying work has been conducted in an environ-
mentally and socially responsible manner. Research papers and sub-
ject reviews will be stringently refereed, and actively edited where
necessary.

Initial presentation of typescripts

Typescripts (no diskette version at this stage) must be double-
spaced with wide margins, in English (spelling to follow The Concise
Oxford Dictionary, 9th Edition, 1995, ISBN 019 861319 9) and four
copies submitted, together with one set of originals of any illustra-
tions. Submissions are to be sent directly to the Editor, who will
normally acknowledge receipt, but cannot be held responsible for
safety in transit. The Editor will upon request provide a cost
estimate for improving the English of a text and restyling it as
necessary. A case for rapid processing of a paper should be made at
submission and assumes appropriate length and style. The first page
must include in the following order the title, name(s) of author(s),
address(es), six keyword entries, a suggested running head, contact
information for quick communication with the corresponding
author (telephone, facsimile, and email if used) and a word count. It
is assumed that contact details are publishable, unless the author at
submission expressly asks that they are not to be. The second page
must bear a Summary =5% of the paper’s word count which, inde-
pendently of the main text, succinctly expresses the purpose,
methods, results and implications of the study. A research paper will
normally have such sections as: Introduction, Methods (details of
study area, analyses, sources of data), Results, Discussion,
Acknowledgements and References. The sections should accord-
ingly be so ordered. A subject review should have sections appro-
priate to the topic addressed, but any methods and sources should
preferably be detailed in a separate section.

Text styles

A recent issue of the journal from Volume 23 onwards should be
consulted for style. Units, symbols and related matters are based on
the CBE Manual Scientific Style and Format (6th Edition, 1994,
ISBN 0 521 47154 0). All currencies should at first mention have a
USS$ exchange rate (e.g. ‘£1=US$1.55, December 1995). Authors
presenting equations are advised to use software available for the
purpose. Common names of organisms should at first mention be
accompanied by their full scientific names based on authoritative
texts. Scientific names of genera, species and subspecies, but not of
higher groups, words foreign to the English language and others
suitable for italicization should be underlined, even if typed in actual
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italics. Points listed for emphasis should be given as ‘bullet’ points
(as exemplified above), unless specific numbering or lettering is es-
sential. Footnotes will not normally be used. Year of signing, or
other details of current status, must be given for international
treaties and legal instruments.

References

A recent issue of Environmental Conservation from Volume 23 on-
wards will give examples of most items of stylization. All References
must be cited in the text, with three or more authors being represented
as ‘et al.’. Where a Reference is not to a recognized periodical or
substantive book, but rather to, e.g., an official document, internal
technical or consultancy report, greater flexibility may be exercised.
Submitted and otherwise unpublished papers should be mentioned in
the text only (e.g. ‘H. Harrison & N.V.C. Polunin, unpublished data
1996’, or ‘H. Harrison, personal communication 1996’). The chief
criterion for correct referencing is that a reader be provided with the
information necessary to find the item cited. References should also
be given international treaties (UNTS number).

Figures and Tables

There should be no duplication of data amongst text, Figures and
Tables. All Figures and Tables must be referred to in the text using
Arabic numerals in order of use. Figures must be identified on the
back with the first author’s name and Figure number. Figures must
be succinct but clear, necessary and ready for reproduction;
photographs must be especially so. Maps must bear scales and pho-
tographs should include some indication of scale. Colour illus-
trations are acceptable if they significantly enhance the text, but
authors will be charged for their publication. Figure legends
(‘captions’) should be listed separately from the Figures, while
Tables should be presented one per page complete with headings.
Figure legends and Table headings should be comprehensive and
incorporate any statistical, scale, key, symbol and other reference
details necessary for understanding the information involved (see
CBE Manual cited above).

Resubmission of revised typescripts

Authors can expect normally to have their paper returned to them,
with comments of both referees and the Editor. Resubmitted type-
scripts should be in duplicate with one set of originals of any new or
revised illustrations. These should be accompanied by a letter de-
tailing how substantive points raised have now been addressed and
by IBM-compatible file(s) on a diskette labelled with details of
machine, operating system and word-processing software used.
Acceptance of a paper for publication in Environmental Conservation
will normally be confirmed when any outstanding points have been
clarified with the Editor, and a copyright transfer form will then be
issued for the author(s) to sign.

Proofs and offprints

Corresponding authors of subject reviews and research papers will
receive 25 free offprints (5 for comments). Proofs and offprint order
forms will be sent to corresponding authors of subject reviews,
research papers and guest editorials/comments. Only typographical
errors should normally be corrected at proof stage. Any substantial
alterations of content for other reasons must be referred to the Editor.

Dr N.V.C. Polunin, Editor, & Dr Gillian Wilson, Editorial
Assistant, Environmental Conservation, Department of Marine
Sciences & Coastal Management, University of Newcastle,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 7RU, UK.

[Tel +44 191 222 6675/6661 Fax +44 191 222 7891

email n.polunin@ncl.ac.uk]
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