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than usual, a t  least in general terms, of that Constitution which was the 
toast of their anceston and which today has, it is claimed, a t  least stood 
the tcst of time. Fewer, perhaps, are aware that it has stood the test of time 
precisely because it has moved with the times, found ncw answers to old 
problems and adaptcd itself to new situations. It has come a long way sincc 
Dicey kvrote; and there is every reason to think that it is now entering a 
period of comparativcly rapid evolution. 

And hcre, for the ordinary reader as opposed to the university student, 
lies the interest of Dr Marshall and Mr  Moodic’s book. One would like to 
think that it will be rcad by a large number of men and women who have no 
personal interest in passing examinations, and whose motive is that in- 
expert yet serious and sustained personal interest in the political institutions 
of their country which is thc essential life-blood of parliamentary democracy 
as we have it today. T o  begin with, the book is of the right length, scope and 
arrangement for such a reader, and it providcs him with a most useful list 
of reference books for further reading. ?he ‘problems’ with which it is con- 
cerned are precisely those of which he is alvare but which he rarely secs 
clearly formulated. They almost invariably crop up whenever public affairs 
or political administration are alluded to, or are under discussion. l\s Sir 
Oliver Franks has said, ‘The amount of time that people are willing to 
waste in hearing each other talk is a very important constituent of our 
public life’. Dr  .Marshall and ,Mr .Moodie will do much to reduce the waste 
and increase the importance. 

A h  Verney’s book providcs in a scnse a companion volume; and again 
it is concerned ivith a number of problems of which many readers will be 
aware but of which far fewer will possess any very clear appreciation. For 
instance, we are constantly being told that what really matter in  the 
business of politics are oligarchies, Clitcs, ‘establishments’: and hcre is the 
best short, and yet comprehensive, discussion of the thesis which I have 
yet seen. Again, the age-old dcbatc between the requirements of good 
government and the demand for popular participation has acquired a new 
urgency in a world in which many states had no political existence half a 
century ago, and in which a decisive part may well be played and a real 
influence be exerted before the end of the century by states which have yet 
to be born. How have the main theories of government helped to guide 
the men who have been constructing constitutions? What are likely to be 
the long-term political consequcnces of Communism? I t  is with these and 
allied problems that this book is concerned, arid the analysis of them with 
which the reader is presented is exactly what the man with a real interest 
in politics needs today. 

T. CIIARLES EDWAKDS 

COMMONSENSE ABOUT AFRICA. By Anthony Sampson. (Gollancz; 12s. 6d.) 
,Mr Anthony Sampson has tried to do two complementary things : to give 

social and historical information about the countries he discusses, and to 
offer explanations of, and therapeutic suggestions about, the more or less 
critical situation in each of them. Unfortunately he does not quite succeed 
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in making the second part grow out of the first. For a book of its sizc it is 
remarkably well written and fair, probably more so than anything in British 
journalism to date about the samc subjects. I t  will be of most use to those 
who have not the time, the ener.q, or the will, to make unremitting studies 
of the African situation, but who rieverthelcss intend to ha\-e opinions on it. 
Such people will constitute the larger part of Slr  Sampson’s public, and this 
fact makes some of the defects of the book somewhat more serious than they 
might otherwise have becii, since Africa today calls not for bare general 
knowledge but for policy as well. 

1Mr Sampson’s cmphasis on the physical size of the contiiicnt is wAcome, 
and may go some \yay towards removing the tcndency to tluiik of Africa 
as a single ‘country’, but also to underscore the need for considering Black 
Africa as a Union, if enough unifying forces are found to make this prac- 
ticable. The author is a little sceptical about the existelice of such forces, 
and the first portion of the book, in \shich he treats of such matters, is 
probably the least satisfactory. ‘l’he weakness here is one of sociology and 
anthropology. It is emphasized also by the fact that he constantly tends to 
argue from contrasts ‘between urban and rural people, bct\b.cen peasants 
and factory workers, or bctween University graduates and illiterates’ to 
an emptiness in the term ‘African’. But the latter cannot be inferred from 
the formcr. ‘The word ‘European’ is not ivithout content, although such 
contrasts csist also in Europe. The only common factors thzt the author 
sees in Africa (not surprising if one dcpciids on unspecified books, rcports, 
correspondcncc and conversations) are ‘rising pride and natic~~ialism’ and 
‘the conflict between the old and the ncw’. 

But nationalism is not something that has just now arisen in .Africa; i t  is 
more correct to say that it is only now being accepted and takcii account of 
by Europcan poweis. ‘I‘he author docs not make it clear whether or not he 
t h i n k s  that ‘the conflict bctwcen thc old and the neic’ is in content sub- 
stantially identical throughout AAfrica. The world vie\rs on \rluch lcgislation, 
rcligion and morcs arc based are in fact generally so. Chiefs, for csample, 
arc hedged round by much the same sort of political and religious defences. 
But that apart, widcr African unity might well find a basis i i i  common 
political, social and economic ambitions; and i t  is on some of these, rather 
than upon common customs and etiquctte and such like things, that 
political unions are bascd. M r  Sampson has an acutc sensc of the difficulties 
in the way of such union, difficulties w-hich are dictated in part by the fact 
that the struggle for independcncc is nccessarily on a national basis. 

There are few mistakcs of fact in the book, but there are some doubtful 
speculations. l’hus, thc claim that European strength today has depended 
partly on the slave trade is not wcakcried by pointing to the plentiful cheap 
home labour in Britain in the last century, for a grcat deal of capital was 
surely derived from the [Vest Indian plantations, and from an uncqual 
trade in gold and diamonds through the centuries. ;\gain, blr  Sampson 
docs not make it really clear that economic \vcakness is not an altcrnativc to 
colonial status. The argument from economic weakness to political possi- 
bilitics is thin at some points, for if a countiy can be run at  all with only 
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nominal subsidy, then it can be run from inside. Union between African 
states without minority interests may here bc the immediate answer. 

I h e  position of ‘scttlers’ in Africa is complex. ’Ihey are there to stay; 
they have a predominant position in parts of East, and in Ccntral and South, 
Africa, but defend their positions by artificial and opprcssivc means. I t  is a 
paradox of their position that they seek a secure place in Africa while 
generating conflict. k l r  Sampson brings out clearly cnough how unacccpt- 
able their attitudes are to indigenous African thought and feeling, and 
how it is not in their oxin interest even to try to prcservc their place by such 
means as segregation and other sorts of arbitrary direrentiation. \Vith a 
few rescrvations, this account of modern African problcrns may be warmly 
recommeiided for the general reader. 

\ ~ l L L l A b t  E. h 3 R A H L U  

NOTICES 

FRESH HOPE FOR Tm WORLD, edited and introduced by Gabriel Marcel, 
is a testimony to Moral Kearmainent (Longmans, 16s.) ‘Decisive encoun- 
ters’ arc recorded : French Socialist, I talian anti-clcrical, Indian nationalist, 
Norwegian Marxist, and many more, rccall their awakening to the claims 
of n r  Buchmari’s movement. 11. XIarce1,in ‘a Lettcr of Personal Reassurance 
to Thrce Anxious Friends’, dcfends the distinguished patronage he givcs to a 
movement not usually associated Icith Frenchmen, Catholics or philosophcrs. 

LE I‘TERS TO 1VouE.u BY SAIST ICXATIVS LOYOLA (Herder/Nelson, 63s.) is 
the English edition of an imposing collection of somc 560 pages, editcd by 
the distinguished Austrian Jesuit tlieologian, Fr Hugo Rahner, S.J. A carc- 
fully annotated edition of all the lettcrs known to have been xvritten or 
received by St Ignatius, accompanied by a historical cornmcntary, provides 
what is in cffect a new biography which exemplifies on the grandest scale 
Fr Rahncr’s scholarship, to which reference is made in another place in 
this issue. 

GREEK ART ~ v n  LXTERATL‘RE, 700-530 B.c., by T. B. L. Webstcr (Methuen, 
22s. 6d.), strcsses what is known of this period, and providcs a readable 
account for the general reader. However, such a work is bound to be 
unbalanced and the synthcsis unproved because evidcnce is really only 
fragmentary. More illustrations should have been included. The principal 
virtue of the book is that it fills the hiatus between two carlicr works covering 
the preceding and succeeding periods. 

TOLSTOY, by Theodore Rcdpath, and hlf iuux,  by Geoffrey H. Hartmarl, 
are the two latest titles in the ‘Studies in Modern European ‘ n o u g h t  and 
Culture’ series published by Rowcs and Bowcs (10s. 6d. cach). Dr Rcdpath 
brings to his study the judgment of a literary critic as well as a serious 
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