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penance, though the desire for it does not seem universally
conspicuous. The chronology of the Book of Daniel is very
puzzling, and we are astonished to hear from Dom Van Zeller
that Daniel must have been nearly eighty when he was thrown
into the lion’s den. The author, following the text, says that
‘ Daniel laughed * when he was about to show up the cheating
of the priests of Bel. Many a zealot would have thrown up
his holy hands in holy horror; but Daniel, the genuine saint—
well, ‘ Daniel laughed.’
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