
structural problems. Second, the presence of committed
activists is crucial in Latin America (and beyond) because, as
other recent works have shown, they ensure a greater
capacity to vertically integrate societal interests, which is
key for democratic representation.
Methodologically, the book provides an in-depth study

of four parties in Latin America. The Argentinean FRE-
PASO and the Peruvian United Left are two of the cases of
collapse, whereas the cases of survival include the Brazilian
Workers’ Party and the Mexican Party of the Democratic
Revolution. The author presents sufficient evidence to
account for each piece of the theorized mechanism pre-
sented in chapter 2. He also discusses several shadow cases
and delineates, in the conclusion, potential alternative
paths to survival.
Even though it is beyond the scope of the book, long-

term survival is still the single most important challenge for
new parties in Latin America and beyond. Extending the
shadow of the future to political actors and citizens is
crucial for democratic governance and democratic repre-
sentation. Van Dyck considers that access to mobilization
structures, broadly understood, is insufficient to explain
successful party building. I agree. However, if we consider
the parties that have remained alive after the endpoint of
his empirical analysis (2005), almost all have access to
mobilization structures: they have permanent ties to
unions, social movements, and civil society organizations.
Specifically, the key to long-term survival seems to lie in
the existence of strong ties with society. This is not only
because social organizations provide “mobilization
structures” but also because they nurture parties with
activists and leaders and use parties to channel their
interests and demands. Parties thus operate as agents of
representation. Organizationally, this is manifested in the
presence of committed activists throughout the organiza-
tional structure. In contemporary democracies, open
access is a critical dimension for the reproduction of a
political organization.

Brazilian Authoritarianism: Past and Present. By Lilia
Moritz Schwarcz. Translated by Eric M. B. Becker. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2022. 328p. $29.95 cloth.
doi:10.1017/S1537592723001391

— Eyal Weinberg , Florida Atlantic University
eweinberg@fau.edu

Originally published in 2019 as Sobre o Autoritarismo
Brasileiro, this was the first book to grapple with the rise
of Brazil’s far-right president Jair Bolsonaro (2018–22)
and the country’s democratic backsliding. Now available
in English with a new preface and afterword, Brazilian
Authoritarianism challenges the notion that Brazil is a
peaceful, cordial, and racially harmonious nation that only
fell victim to extreme authoritarian politics in recent years.
Instead, anthropologist-historian Lilia Moritz Schwarcz

argues that Brazil’s authoritarianism is “intimately tied
to the country’s five hundred years of history” (p. 15),
shaped by colonial and postcolonial violence, racism, and
inequality.

The book is organized around what Schwarcz identifies
as the principal elements of Brazilian authoritarianism.
Chapter 1 looks into the dire consequences of slavery in
Brazil’s past and present. The last to be abolished in the
western hemisphere (in 1888), Brazilian slavery formed a
society predicated on strict racial hierarchies, firm social
stratification, and extreme inequalities. Schwarcz discusses
various demographic and sociological studies that demon-
strate the powerful legacies of these structures. Black
Brazilians, she shows, still face structural discrimination
across social and economic categories. Occupying most of
the manual and domestic labor sectors, they are systemat-
ically disadvantaged in income levels and underserved in
access to education, healthcare, and housing. They also
suffer from police killings and incarceration at much
higher rates than white Brazilians.

Brazil’s slavery and colonial formation also gave birth to
a powerful oligarchy of rural landowners whose “bossism”
is explored in the next chapter. Schwarcz looks into
coronelismo, a patriarchal, patronage-based system in
which regional authoritarian strongmen wielded signifi-
cant political and economic power by controlling land and
population. Their political authority and concentration of
wealth in the nineteenth century shaped the contours of
Brazil’s state-formation processes andmodern government
mechanisms. Even after the ratification of a progressive
constitution in 1988, Schwarcz notes, the system of
bossism survived (p. 45). Much of the current political
system in Brazil is still dominated by a few families that
have controlled their regions for generations.

The following chapters reveal the consequences of these
foundational mechanisms of slavery, bossism, and hierar-
chies. Schwarcz shows how landowners in Brazil have
relied on public resources to enrich themselves from the
days of independence and throughout the twentieth
century. The land-owning oligarchy not only enjoyed
extensive political and economic privileges but also
demanded that the state provide and protect its private
property. Schwarcz persuasively argues that this type of
patrimonialism “remains one of the greatest enemies of
the republic” (p. 74), leaving the state economically and
politically fragile. Patrimonialist practices also promoted
corruption and social inequality, which Schwarcz views as
ingrained in Brazilian society and its history. She discusses
corruption scandals taking place under the Brazilian
Empire (1822–89), the Vargas regime (1930s–1940s),
the military dictatorship (1964–85), and, most notably,
the recent Operation Car Wash (Lava Jato)—one of the
biggest mechanisms of bribery and money laundering in
Brazilian and perhaps Latin American history. Schwarcz
then relies on economic studies, statistical reports, and
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sociological surveys to illustrate the prevalence of inequal-
ities in Brazil along regional and racial lines. She partic-
ularly highlights the historical role of the country’s
discriminatory education policy in perpetuating the low
literacy levels of the poor population.
Schwarcz likewise addresses Brazil’s extensive inequal-

ities when tackling the country’s extreme levels of violence.
As she notes, Brazil has not only one of the highest
homicide rates in the hemisphere but also one of the most
violent police forces in the world (p. 139). Importantly,
cases of violent crime and death vary significantly across
states, regions, age, and race. Schwarcz focuses on the
multifaceted violence employed against Indigenous com-
munities in Brazil. She highlights both cultural represen-
tations that have historically portrayed them as uncivilized
and contemporary state policies that have encroached on
their land in favor of agricultural and mining develop-
ments. Discrimination and violence against women, Afro-
Brazilians, and LGBTQ people—“a favorite target of
authoritarian politicians” (p. 178)—are discussed in the
final chapters of the book. Schwarcz again traces the
foundations of femicide, sexual violence, and hate crimes
in Brazil to its colonial and slavery systems, which con-
trolled bodies and sexualities. As she notes in the final
chapter and conclusion of the book, Brazil’s deeply seated
authoritarian practices debunk its perceived image as a
“paradise of tolerance” that has fostered social and racial
inclusion (p. 186).
Throughout the book, Schwarcz moves back and forth

between Brazil’s historical and contemporary periods to
demonstrate its enduring patterns of authoritarianism,
prejudice, and discrimination. As she explains in the
insightful afterword (newly added to the English edition),
this nonlinear approach helps to show how “processes of
the present are determined and recognized via structures of
the past” (pp. 231–32). In some chapters, however, the
links between the past and present could have been
emphasized better. The chapter on race and gender, for
example, is heavily focused on Brazil’s contemporary
period. Discussing the role that reproductive control
policies or racial doctrines played in the country’s
nation-building process could have illuminated the conti-
nuities of race- and gender-based exclusion practices in
modern Brazil. Dedicating more attention to episodes in
which Brazil’s dominant authoritarian structures were
contested could have also enhanced the book’s analytical
framework. Schwarcz mentions a few times throughout
the book the significant achievements (and eventual lim-
itations) of Brazil’s 1988 constitution, considered one of
the most progressive charters in the world. But there is
minimal discussion of the developments leading to this
milestone. Looking into the opposition movement to the
1964–85 dictatorship, the 1980s economic instabilities
and extensive worker strikes, the massive 1983–84 social
protest that brought millions to the streets in demand of

democracy, and ultimately the critical work of the nation’s
constituent assembly (1987–88) would have elucidated
how Brazil’s lasting authoritarian tendencies were (and
could be?) confronted successfully.
Finally, the new English edition would have benefited

from additional citations. The book draws on an impressive
range of primary and secondary sources, from newspaper
articles to visual art pieces. Schwarcz avoided using notes in
the book’s Brazilian edition to facilitate quick and accessible
publication in the months after Bolsonaro’s election. The
process of translation allowed Schwarcz more time to add a
preface, methodological afterword, and valuable bibliogra-
phy. It would have been useful to add a number of citations
in the body of the text as well, particularly when referring to
significant primary sources (for example, slaverymanuals on
pp. 36–37) or when including direct quotes (for example, a
quote by the dictatorship’s president Ernesto Geisel on
p. 92).
On the whole, Brazilian Authoritarianism provides a

compelling overview of the authoritarian components
embedded within Brazil’s history. It is particularly percep-
tive in illustrating why the conversation about bolsonar-
ismomust consider the nation’s long histories and legacies
of slavery and social-racial exclusion. The book will appeal
to scholars in various disciplines—from history, to polit-
ical science, and to anthropology and sociology—who are
interested in a historical overview that sheds light on
Brazil’s recent democratic challenges. The book will
also be very useful to scholars of authoritarianism and those
interested in the entangled relationships between temporal-
ities, chronologies, and narratives of the past and present.

The Revolutionary City: Urbanization and the Global
Transformation of Rebellion. By Mark R. Beissinger. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2022. 592p. $99.95 cloth, $35.00 paper.
doi:10.1017/S1537592723001585

— Henry Thomson , Arizona State University
henry.thomson@asu.edu

Revolutions are a perennial preoccupation of the social
sciences, and this state of affairs is unlikely to change. The
character of revolutionary movements has evolved since
the end of the Cold War, however. They now demand
regime change and civil liberties instead of pursuing the
broad social transformations wrought by the French,
Russian, or Chinese revolutions. Mark R. Beissinger
argues that this evolution is due to a relocation of revolu-
tionary movements from the countryside to the city.
Urban civic revolutions like Ukraine’s Orange Revolution
seek to mobilize as many people as possible in central
urban spaces, draw on coalitions of diverse interests, are
predominantly nonviolent, and generally press for democ-
ratizing reform. Such revolutions are increasingly frequent
and salient, comprising around 40% of global revolution-
ary episodes since 1985. They will be of deep interest to
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