Book Reviews

small type as to tax the reader’s eyes considerably. But these are minor criticisms—the
chief virtue of these reprints—now so fashionable—is that they give the non-specialist
reader access to previously unavailable material. Instead of having to rely on ‘abstract
history’, it is now possible to form one’s own views of a man and his writings. Conolly
has enjoyed immense prestige amongst psychiatrists for nearly a century now—does
this book disappoint or fulfil one’s expectations? It is good to be in a position to
decide for oneself.
DENIS LEIGH

Bones, Bodies and Disease, by CALVIN WELLSs, London, Thames and Hudson, 1964,
pp. 288, illus., 30s.

Henry Sigerist writing in 1951 in his book on primitive and archaic medicine
deplored the contemporary lack of palacopathological studies. Important discoveries
and compilations had earlier come from Elliot Smith, Wood Jones, Marc Ruffer,
Roy Moodie, Léon Pales and Herbert Williams, but thereafter interest declined.
Sigerist would have welcomed the recent renewal of interest in the diseases affecting
individuals in ancient societies manifested by the writings, among others, of Wilhelm
Moller-Christensen, Don Brothwell, Dan Morse, J. T. Rowling, C. J. Hacket, Marcus
Goldstein and Calvin Wells, author of the book under review.

Bones, Bodies and Disease is not a students’ reference book of palaeopathology, but
a highly readable account of diseases in ancient peoples, based partly on studies of
their remains and partly on the evidence afforded by their art forms and literature.
The book should interest a wide variety of persons, including amateur and profes-
sional archaeologists, medical students and practitioners, medical and other historians
and pathologists. Dr. Glyn Daniels is to be congratulated on having invited Dr. Wells
to contribute this valuable addition to the excellent Ancient Peoples and Places series.
In turn, the author has been well served by his publishers in the elegant and inexpen-
sive production of his book.

Dr. Wells points out that pathological changes are to some extent a guide to the
reaction of the individual towards his environment; in archaeology any such assistance
is valuable in implementing sources which are often meagre enough. It is unfortunate
that the great majority of skeletal remains show no evidence of the disease which
caused death because most morbid processes only implicate soft tissues. Since, in most
instances, only bones remain this makes a mathematical approach very difficult, but
Wells, in common with other contemporary palaeopathologists, attempts a statistical
approach whenever this is feasible. An interesting example is the investigation of the
frequency of dental caries over the millennia.

The author has made a special study of pseudopathological appearances and he
concedes that the exact diagnosis of ancient disease processes is often impossible; in
palaeopathological matters he rightly states that the best opinions are often tentative
ones. In a book like Bones, Bodies and Disease, however, to avoid the tedium of repeated
qualifications opinions must be more dogmatic than would be appropriate in learned
journals. It is not surprising, therefore, that there are statements which will not meet
with universal approval. It is unfortunate that the book went to press before it became
clear to Dr. Wells that the interpretation of certain radiological changes in Egyptian
mummies as evidence of alkaptonuria must be open to doubt.

The chapter on Injury and the material on Harris’s lines proved especially interest-
ing; perhaps Dr. Wells will consider preparing a detailed monograph on the bony
evidence of ancient disease, a subject with which he is especially qualified to deal.
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This book is vividly written, beautifully illustrated and should prove to be widely
popular. There is a useful glossary for the lay reader.
A. T. SANDISON

Kremer’s and Urdang’s History of Pharmacy, third edition, revised by Glenn Sonnedecker,
Philadelphia and Montreal, J. B. Lippincott Company (London, Pitman), 1964,
Ppp. viii, 464, 95 figures, 8os.

Of current Histories of Pharmacy this is probably the most ambitious. It includes a
short account of ‘Pharmacy’s Early Antecedents’, substantial chapters on the ‘Rise of
Professional Pharmacy in Europe’, an account of the general international situation in
pharmacy, as well as ample information concerning the practice of pharmacy in
North America. The reader has much to digest if he is to derive the maximum benefit
from the work that has gone into the compilation of this, the third edition of Kremer’s
and Urdang’s History of Pharmacy. In this revised edition Glenn Sonnedecker, Professor
of the History of Pharmacy in the University of Wisconsin and Director of the Ameri-
can Institute of the History of Pharmacy, evidently decided that nothing less than a
careful re-writing with many additions would serve his purpose. His former teachers,
the original authors Edward Kremer and George Urdang, both blazed a trail which
Sonnedecker has followed and extended. This is especially noticeable when comparing
the editions of 1940 and 1951 with the present volume. The text has been expanded,
particularly regarding North America, and in the details of current international fields
there is much new and valuable material. The work has thus grown by at least a third,
and there are 6 additional Appendices. To gain space for some of the new matter the
details about Spanish pharmacy have had to be omitted. New illustrations supplement
those of the former editions and the number of figures is now g5. No list of these, how-
ever, has been provided, and the interest they add to the text would have been
enhanced if they could have been readily found.

Itis in the field of pharmacy in the U.S.A. that readers will perhaps find themselves
literally in a new world, that is unless they have kept themselves in touch with the
history of the American colonies and have not forgotten the tremendous influence of
the fresh waves of European immigrants that at one time almost threatened to over-
whelm the established population. The newcomers were not without their own skills
and experience of pharmaceutical practice and it is clear that the variations they
brought to the U.S.A. had an important bearing upon the ways in which pharmacy
developed there. What place has the pharmacist in the everyday life of the people?
The reader will find much to show him how the pharmacist, whether in the ‘corner
drug store’ or in industry, assists in the promotion of health and the place he has made
for himself in the political and social affairs of the nation. Indeed, it is one of the
author’s theories, which the text well illustrates, that it is the pharmacist who by his
standards of education and his scientific training and outlook can and does play an
important part in the growth of any developing nation. The examples he gives will
repay study, and the case for the pharmacist to take an active part in the world around
him is more than justified.

The author has enlisted the help of pharmaceutical historians of note in his revision
and his acknowledgments are generous. The work is written with an informed enthu-
siasm which will carry conviction. Altogether it provides a conspectus of the growth
of pharmacy in many spheres and it should attract a wider readership than the tyro
or the established practitioner of medicine and pharmacy.

LESLIE G. MATTHEWS
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