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Renee Kra: Managing Editor of RADIOCARBON for 25 of its 34 years of existence . ...

Only those of us who work closely with Renee on editorial projects know how well she balances
humor and professionalism to get the job done. As a true professional, RADIOCARBON is not just
a job for her; it is part of her life. All of us have benefited from being a part of RADIOCARBON, and
hence her life, so below is a small sample of accolades with which we could have filled the whole
volume. The editor will honor one author’s request for anonymity to avoid being bothered by
requests to switch his career from chemical oceanography to poetry.

Austin Long

I first met Renee during the late 1960’s at a Christmas party organized by the Yale Department
of Geology. As a novice to the Yale surroundings, Renee was properly impressed. But the seeds
of independence were there, and it took only a few years to become a very knowledgeable
managing editor of RADIOCARBON. Major interaction with the *C community started in 1979 when
she attended the Bern/Heidelberg International Radiocarbon Conference and edited its proceedings.
Five successive Proceedings issues, all of high quality, have been launched successfully by Renee.
Her editing of the fire-engine-red issues of RADIOCARBON has served the scientific community well,
and we look forward to another 25 years.

Minze Stuiver

For the past 25 years, the name of Renee Kra has been synonymous with the journal RADIOCARBON.
That’s how intertwined the history of the journal is with Renee’s career. The benefits of this asso-
ciation have been that it is not just a narrow in-house organ, but an internationally recognized,
peer-reviewed, broad-based scientific publication of high standards. Not enough credit for this goes
to Renee’s dedication and ability. Her stewardship as editor goes back to the early days of date
lists, when Science refused to continue their publication. I remember Hans Suess’ vehement
objections to the editor of Science, saying that a radiocarbon date or activity was the most concise
form of scientific information that could be published, to no avail. The American Journal of
Science assumed the role, and shortly thereafter Renee began her long career with RADIOCARBON.

I’m sure that in our dealings with the journal we all have some stories to tell about Renee. At e
meetings in Dubrovnik, Seattle, Heidelberg, Tucson and elsewhere we could sure spell out some
fascinating anecdotes. Like that time at . . . Well, maybe you’d better ask her about it.

Renee Kra has placed her recognizable stamp on RADIOCARBON, and it is a good thing; we all owe
her a debt of gratitude. Thank you, Renee.

Meyer Rubin
About our sweetheart Renee
What can we possibly say

For the past 25 years
She’s bent all of our ears

And despite Stuiver’s capers
Published a thousand papers

But, no wads of crisp new dough;
Her heart is set on an old Yugo.

Given this, she promises to reign
Until Austin sends her off to Spain.

Mr. Eldigio
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