POLITICAL LANGUAGE

WORDS THAT SUCCEED AND POLICIES THAT FAIL

By MURRAY EDELMAN

A Volume in the INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON POVERTY MONOGRAPH Series

Political Language: Words That
Succeed and Policies That Fail ex-
amines the role of everyday lan-
guage, government rhetoric, and
professional language in creating du-
bious beliefs about the causes, na-
ture, consequences, and remedies
for poverty and related social prob-
lems. Incorporating recent social sci-
ence concerns with phenomenology
and structuralism, the book analyzes
the nature and dynamics of complex
cognitive structures engendered in
public officials, professionals, admin-
istrators, and the general public
through recurring categorizations,

1977, 176 pp., clothbound $12.50/£8.85
paperbound $4.95/£3.55

metaphors, metonyms, and syntac-
tic structures.

The focus is on the emergence
and change of political cognitions
that are nonempirically based and
on the consequences for public pol-
icy of reliance upon symbolically en-
gendered perceptions and beliefs.
Considerable attention is given to the
role of the helping professions. The
analysis helps us understand the
reasons governmental and profes-
sional actions contribute to poverty
and related social problems while
trying to ameliorate them.

ISBN: 0-12-230660-0;
ISBN: 0-12-230662-7

THERAPEUTIC DISCOURSE

PSYCHOTHERAPY AS CONVERSATION

By WILLIAM LABOV and DAVID FANSHEL

This detailed study of the verbal
interactions in fifteen minutes of a
therapeutic session—from a long-
term treatment of a young woman
with anorexia nervosa—develops a
comprehensive method for the anal-
ysis of conversations and provides
insight into what actually takes place
in therapeutic conversations. Linguis-

1977, 400 pp., $15.00/£10.65

tic analysis connects what is said
and how it is said, to the speech acts
—supports, defenses, and retreats
—that provide the basic coherence
of conversations. This exploration of
deeper layers of transaction lying be-
neath surface behavior reveals how
patients in therapy resist the insights
which would heal them.

ISBN: 0-12-432050-3

Send payment with order and save postage plus 50¢ handling charge. Orders
under $15.00 must be accompanied by payment.
Prices are subject to change without notice.
U.S. customers please note: On prepaid orders—payment will be refunded
for titles on which shipment is not possible within 120 days.
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SOCIOLINGUISTICS
NEWSLETTER

Sponsored by the Research Committee on Sociolinguistics of the International
Sociological Association, the Newsletter, as its name suggests, is not a repository
for completed work, but a bulletin on work in progress. It aims to alert its
readers scattered throughout the world, to new methods, important new biblio-
graphy, novel forms of inquiry, and breakthroughs of all sorts in language plan-
ning and sociolinguistic teaching and research. Articlesare typically in English, less
frequently in French; articles in German or Spanish are accepted on occasion.

PAST ISSUES HAVE DEALT WITH

Recent Developments in the Sociology of Language in Britain. J. . HERITAGE
AND D. R. WATSON

Impressions of Sociolinguistics in the Soviet Union. JONATHAN POOL

Conference on Ethnomethodology and the Analysis of Language. ROSALYN L.
COHEN AND D. R. WATSON

A Discussion of Methods for Studying Oral Testimonies Involving Transcen-
dent Knowledge Claims. JANICE L. DEMAREST

Non-verbal and Verbal Interactions between the Vancouver Police and Dis-
putants during Domestic Crisis Intervention. JANE HOWELL

Arabic Sociolinguistics: A Selected Bibliography. RICHARD W. SCHMIDT

Language Planning in Afghanistan. M. ALAM MIRAN

Sociolinguistics at the Eighth World Congress of Sociology in Toronto

Each issue of the Newsletter also includes announcements of meetings, reports

of the teaching of sociolinguistics, bibliographies, summaries of colloquia and

symposiums held throughout the world, reviews and announcements of recently

published books and monographs, and abstracts of research in progress.

Editor: EDWARD ROSE

Managing Editor: JON j. DRIESSEN

Publications of Interest Editor: LEE DRUMMOND

Subscriptions: Individuals $6.00
Institutions $12.00

JON J. DRIESSEN, Managing Editor Sociolinguistics Newsletter, Scholars Press,
University of Montana, Missoula, Montana 59812
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Bilingualism
Psychological, Social and Educational Implications

edited by Peter A. Hornby
August 1977, 180 pp., £6.75/$9.50 0.12.356350.X

Because of changing social values as well as federal legislation in both the United
States and Canada, the need to understand the nature and effects of bilingualism has
recently become more pronounced. This volume presents some of the historical
developments, theoretical controversies, and major research findings and applications
from the points of view of psychology, sociology, linguistics, and education, as they
relate to various aspects of bilingualism. The focus throughout the book is on the
crucial question of what effects bilingualism may have on the individua! language user
and on the society in which he lives, Because of the important role bilingualism plays in
many societies throughout the world, the goal of the various contributors to the volume
has been to determine which characteristics of the bilingual setting lead to its being a
source of enrichment and diversity rather than a source of contusion, conflict, and
frustration. Despite its position in some areas of the world as an explosive political
question, multidisciplinary efforts to study bilingualism systematically are beginning to
lead to increased awareness and understanding of this complex issue. The contribu-
tions to the book cover three distinct but overlapping focuses of concern: the conse-
quences of bilingualism at the level of the individual, the eflects of bilingualism on
social interaction and society, and the significance of bilingualism at the national and
international levels.

Sociocultural Dimensions of
Language Change

A Volume in the LANGUAGE, THOUGHT AND CULTURE Series

edited by Ben G. Blount and Mary Sanches
May 1977, 320 pp., £15.60/$22.00 0.12.107450.1

This important collection of original papers reveals new directions in the study of
language change, with emphasis on the social, historical, and cultural factors that define
and delimit change. The articles, presented within a framework of ethnographic and
sociological research methodology, collectively demonstrate that ianguage change is
evolutionary and is embedded in social matrices. Included are studies of language
change from numerous societies — Tzeltal, Japanese, Finnish-American, Apache,
Belizian, etc. — and on a variety of topics — pidginization, writing systems, creolization,
numeral classifiers, nomenclatural systems, language planning, and dialect formation.
The inherent variability of language at diverse levels (lexicon, grammar, style, register)
is viewed as both a consequence of and a cause for social change. The authors show
how social factors such as relative age of individuais, generation differences, class
status, and educational attainment act to produce stability within membership categories
and to create diversity among those groups. It is demonstrated that the bases for
stabitization and diversification are describable in cultural terms as abstract formal
systems, Finally, the authors bring historical perspective to their analyses, illuminating
the forces that act in an evolutionary manner upon the social and cultural dimensions
of change.

Academic Press
London New York San Francisco
A Subsidiary of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers

24-28 Oval Road London NW1 England
111 Fifth Avenue New York NY 10003 USA
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paper only using a conventional size of
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meters for those at work where A4 is not
available). Authors should hold one copy
for the correction of proofs. The title-page
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affiliation, in that order, along with an
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which the articles may be of interest should
be listed at the end of the abstract.
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(with a maximum length of 50 characters,
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name and the address to which he wishes
proofs to be sent.

Citations and forms of emphasis.
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Cited forms should be underlined to
represent italicization in print. Transla-
tional ‘meanings’ should be placed within
single quotation marks.
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the name of the author and year of publica-
tion, and where relevant the page(s) refer-
red to; e.g. (Whitney 1867: 45-53). If the
author’s name is part of the text, the follow-
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48) maintained that . . .. When a work
written by two or more authors is referred
to, all names should be given in the first
citation; e.g. (Weinreich, Labov & Herzog
1968): in subsequent citations the first name
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1867; Firth 1935, 1957a). Initials should
be used (after the author’s name) only when
it is necessary to distinguish between two or
more authors of the same name, all of whom
are referred to in the same article.

All works referred to should be listed at
the end of the article, double-spaced and
in alphabetical order. The titles of articles
should so far as possible be abbreviated
according to the conventions of the

Linguistic Bibliography of the Permanent
International Committee of Linguistics
(CIPL).
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punctuation marks within references):
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ski’s views. In R. W. Firth (ed.), Man
and culture: an evaluation of the work of

Bronislaw Malinowski. Loondon: Rout-

ledge and Kegan Paul. 93-118.

(1957b). A synopsis of linguistic
theory, 1930-55. Studies in linguistic
analysis (Special volume of the Philo-
logical Society). Oxford. 1-33.

Sapir, E. (1929). The status of linguistics
as a science. Lg. 5, 207-14. (Reprinted in
D. G. Mandelbaum (ed.). (1939) Selected
writings of Edward Sapir. Berkeley and
Los Angeles: U. California P. 160-6.)

Book reviews. With the exception of the

title-page, book reviews should be sub-

mitted in the same form as articles. The
title-page should take the following form:

Edwin Ardener (ed.), Linguistic and

Social Anthropology. (ASA Monographs,

10.) London: Tavistock, 1971.

Reviewed by Clive Criper
Department of Linguistics
University of Edinburgh

There is no need to submit an abstract with
a book review.
Proofs. First proofs only will be sent to
the author (or his nominee), who will be
expected to correct them and return them
to the Editor, by airmail where appropriate,
within ten days of receipt.
Offprints. Fifty offprints of both articles
and review articles will be provided free
of charge. Additional offprints may be
obtained at reasonable cost, provided that
these are ordered before publication on the
special form sent out with the proofs.
Submission of an article is taken to
imply that it has not previously been
published, or is not being considered for
publication elsewhere. If an author is
publishing a related article elsewhere, this
fact should be stated.

Copyright. Contributors of accepted

articles will be asked to assign their copy-

rights, on certain conditions, to Cambridge

University Press, to help protect their

material, particularly in the U.S.A.
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