522 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

exists between the preacher and the congregation that confides .
him’. These are the opening words of the introduction. Mgr Guar
goes on to say that as a result his words appearing in print may v;?;
well lose some of their vital quality. I think that this is true, and v i
they inevitably do. To those who know Mgr Guardini well it may we
appear obvious that it really is to them that he is talking, and th¢J
may feel that relationship truly present. Those who have read Mm% y
of his writings will feel that they are being addressed by a fadl
friend. Few, I fear, however, will feel that it is really to them of ch
them that he is speaking—this despite a beautiful freeness of man®
and naturalness of expression. "
The author does not set out to prove anything, but rather to leizt
behind an impression, one which should give the deep realizationt ¢ of
God is not a history-book autocrat demanding a particular c0¢¢ |
behaviour, but a living and loving God. He does this in 2 .do.ze
addresses not following on one from another, but rather encirdi®
and pervading his subject. With the reservation made above, he ©”
done this very beautifully. The translation is not consistently Sa'glc
factory. Words are used sometimes in a way that is not really pos® o
in English. The word ‘Providence’ is a striking example. Apart
this blemish, the translation is pleasant and easy. "
* In The Rosary of Our Lady the author would wish to lead his r¢? ol
into ‘a world filled with tranquil life, a world in which he wo';s
meet, serene and benevolent, the holy images of faith’. This, he admit
is beyond his power; ‘so I have substituted my thoughts’. His thov§ e
are indeed filled with tranquil life, and may be able to help some & ",
less tranquil among his readers in their approach to this great praY
Objectively, however, this section of this book is slight; but at
rate it helps bring up the number of pages to a publishable figuf®
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Tre CartsoLic PriesTHOOD: Papal Documents from Pius X t© P
XIL (Gill and Son, Dublin; 3ss.) o
Notre Sacerdoce is a collection, in two volumes, of the teachi®8
the popes of the present century on the priesthood—the second vO'¥'
being devoted entirely to Pius XII. Its compiler is Monsignor P’; of
Veuillot, an official of the Vatican Secretariate of State, and Archbis
Montini, who at that time was in Rome, wrotc a preface for it. | n by
The collection of papal documents has been put into Englis 1o
three Maynooth professors (Rev. John A. O’Flynn, in collabot®: 4
with Rev. P. Birch and Very Rev. G. Canon Mitchell) and pubhhsood.
in one volume by Messrs Gill under the title of The Catholic Priesi™ 4
One effect of the fact of the French being in two volumes is th?
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nufflbering of the pages and paragraphs in the English version begins

N at 1 where the second volume of the French begins. It might

P Ethaps have been better not to have done this, but it cannot be denied
4 The Catholic Priesthood has been most carefully cdited and arranged

Pérlgt at its price is quitc reasonable for a book of nearly seven hundred
es.

. One of the great merits of this book is that it has been excellently
exed, as all books of this kind should be. Besides a Scripture index,
Index to canons of the Code and a chronological index of Pontifical

OCuments (whether contained in the body of the text, quoted in the
or in the notes, or merely referred to), there is a most useful
Ytical index of more than forty pages. This last index adds greatly
the value of the book and will help readers to derive much more

Profit thap they otherwise would from the documents quoted.

Thl; he analytical index is well balanced by Mgr Veuillot’s introduction.

& S 1ot only states the purpose of the book and the limits which the

toli’:Pller set himself but also gives a brief -synthesis of the teaching

Mg found in the documents. This synthesis is in the form of a sum-

Ay of the teaching of individual Popes, with references to the docu-
te:nt§, and an indication of what is the main characteristic of the

% Chlng of each Pope. Many a reader will welcome this introduction
they will the thoughtful preface of Archbishop Montini.

¢

It was felt, however’, says the compiler, ‘that the primary task was
t t0 undertake analysis or comment; one should not come between
ieread.er and the words of the Vicar of Christ’ (p. xxii). In accordance
the Pthls, the main part of the book gives without comment what
o OPes of the twenticth century have said to men of the twentieth
Cellzury about the priesthood. The papal teaching is presented in an ex-
Nt translation, in numbered paragraphs and with sufficient headings
om sub-headings. Nothing interferes with the text—all extraneous
are . c0t and matter being consigned to the foot-notes. These notes

.3 mine of information and should be a great help to the student.
thewe have been surprised’, said Mgr Veuillot, ‘by the abundance of
Papal documents on the priesthood.” And anyone looking casually
ough this book will also be surprised, especially if he realizes that
o Y quotations have been omitted because they were outside the
Pe of the book. The main traditional teaching of the Church on the
t()gl;rﬁ’ qualities and mission of the priesthood is contained here
the ther with very many new applications of the essential teaching to
Pl'()g] ged ways of life of the present age and to its new and complex
o oms, That the priesthood is one of the main preoccupations of
of DaPacy of the present time is to be seen not only from the number
Mes that the Popes talk or write about the priesthood but also
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from the many different occasions they use for that purpose. Thts g
1947, the year of the Mediator Dei, Pius XII had something t0 'sa}’
about the priesthood in an exhortation to the clergy on the occasi®
of the canonization of St Joseph Cafasso and again in a discours¢ ¥
the canonization of St Louis-Maric Grignon as well as in a B9
message to the Eucharistic Congress at Nantes. Again, in 1955, ih
discourse to the parish priests and Lenten preachers of Rome, o
Encyclical Evangelii praecones, discourses to the Carmelite Order and©
the first world congress of the lay apostolate have valuable teac

on the priesthood. In season and out of season, the modern Popes hat
explained what the priesthood is and exhorted priests, those who W .
to be priests and those who choose and train the priests to be, to Jiv
up to this teaching.

Canon Masure’s The Diocesan Priest, recently reviewed in THE L
OF THE SPIRIT, is, of its nature, a book written about the priest}}oo
from one angle (though it also contains much of universal applicatio®
Other books of recent years have dealt with the same subject in a M° )
universal way, but without the authority that inevitably belong’ ;.[
any written or spoken statement of the Popes. Here, in The Cath{? ‘c
Priesthood, is to be found the loving care and watchfulness of succcswg
Vicars of Christ for the priests under their charge. It is be fou™
thanks to the compiler and translators, in a most manageable f0 f
and it is to be hoped that the book is given the welcome and the st
that it deserves. J. ConneLtY
Fisuers OF MeN. By Maxence van der Meersch. (Geoffrey Chapm®

ss. 6d.) g

Fishers of Men has now been produced in a cheap edition. It *
novel about the struggling establishment of the Jocist movement
scen through the eyes of Peter Mardyck, a young worker in Roube?
in the north of France, near the Belgian border.

It is described as a tribute to the Young Christian Worker mo¥®
ment. From the last chapter it appears also that the hero is to be 5
almost as an exemplar to the movement, an ideal figure. "

The novel describes graphically the typical industrial malaise VVh,1 !
existed before World War IL It describes well the sufferings and -mdle
of a young worker trying to be guided by Christ and set in the mic"
of gross physical industrial dirt and gross moral industrial deprﬁ‘”fr};
The evils of employers and workers, and the ineffectiveness © y
moribund Christianity in face of them, are well portrayed. Th‘;s
parallel to a great extent the conditions in England and the conditi%’
which explain, as a background, much of modern industrial s%
They are the things which are looked back to and which are sa
even to the minds of workers who are too young to have experien
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