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that of the Society of Jesus, the emphasis on detachment and on medita-
tions upon hell and judgment. It is significant that the first edition of
the Greek Philokalia was printed at Venice ‘Con Licenza de Superiori e
Privilegio’. Carcful reading of cven the present volume will disprove
many current gencralisations on the antithesis between Eastern and
Western spirituality. But its primary valuc for the twentieth-century
English public is the same as that for its readers in ninetcenth-century
Russia: the cmphasis and re-emphasis on the closencess of the Person of
Christ. “We should always be turning the Name of Jesus Christ round
the spaces of our heart, as lightning circles round the skies before rain.’
GERVASE MATHEW, O.P.

Stupies OF THE SpanisH Mystics. By E. Allison Peers. (S.P.C.K.;
22s. 6d.)

With this volume, Professor Pecrs begins the re-issuc of his well-
known and uscful book which, this time, is to be completed with a
third volume. The chapter on St John of the Cross has been re-written.
It is a very readable account with copious quotation from the works
of this writer. One notes that the author agrees with Abbot Chapman
in partly rejecting the idea that St Teresa excels in the description of
initial states of prayer while St John excels in the final states. Professor
Peers does not go quite so far as Chapman, who held, I think, that the
reverse was the case—as it surcly is2 A comparison, however, might be
made between them in regard to subject-matter. St Teresa’s is pre-
eminently psychology and St John's theology. Professor Peers is unduly
hard on the latter’s doctrinal ballads. Mr Campbell’s recent translation
will show readers with no Spanish some of their good qualitics.

Professor Peers remains puzzling on Fray Luis de Leén. Briefly, one
finds the insistence on the Tovc of naturc in that famous writcr rather
overdone; the statement that there is an almost total absence of ascetic-
ism in his writings is very difficult to squarc with the texts and the
insistence that he is a mystic at all is unconvincing. We arc told that
Leén was a nature-mystic, but we arc given no definition of this nor
any description of its relation to mysticism in the other scnse that is in
question in the remainder of this volume. Ledn was a mystic only in a
sensc of the word that exists, certainly, but with a different connotation
altogcther from that of a recipient of infused contemplation.

The Bibliography, as is well-known, is a model of its kind and
endlessly useful. It will reccive the augmentations of a quarter of a
century in Volume III. EDWARD SARMIENTO

REeLiGious OBEDIENCE. By Ferdinand Valentine, o.r. (Burns Oates;
os. 6d.)
This is a very thoughtful and thought-provoking little book and the
fruit of a very wide cxperience in a particular ficld. Though written for
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