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that of the Society ofJcsus, the emphasis on detachment and on medita- 
tions upon hell and judgment. It is significant that thc first edition of 
the Greek Philoknlia was printed at Venice ‘CorL Licenza dr Superiori e 
Privifegio’. Careful reading of even the present volumc wdl disprove 
many current generalisations on the antithesis between Eastern and 
Wcstern spiritualt).. Hut its primary value for the twentieth-century 
English public is the same as that for its readers in ninetcenth-century 
Russia: the emphasis and rc-emphasis 011 thc closeness of the I’crson of 
Christ. ‘We should always be turning the Name of Jesus Christ round 
thc spaces of our heart, as lightning circlcs round the slues bcforc rain.’ 

STLDIES OF THE SPANISH IMYSTICS. By E. A h o n  Peers. (S.P.C.K.; 
22s. 6d.) 
With th s  volume, Professor Pcers begins the re-issue of his well- 

knowii and uscful book which, this timc, is to be completed with a 
third volume. The chapter on St John of the Cross has been re-writtcn. 
It is a very readable account with copious quotation from the works 
of this writcr. One notcs that the author agrees with Abbot Chapman 
in partly rejecting the idea that St Teresa excels in the description of 
initial states of prayer nrhile St John excels in the final states. Professor 
Peers does not go quite so far as Chapman, who hcld, I think, that the 
rcvcrse was the case-as it surely is? A comparison, however, inight bc 
made between them in regard to subject-matter. St Tcrcsa’s is 
emincntly psychology and St John’s theology. Professor Peers is un uly 
hard on the latter’s doctrinal ballads. Mr Campbcll’s recent translation 
will show rcaders with no Spanish somc of their good qualitics. 

Profcssor Peers remains uzzling on Fray Luis de Lc6n. Briefly, onc 

overdone; thc statement that there is an almost total absencc of ascctic- 
ism in hs writings is very difficult to squarc with thc texts and the 
insistence that he is a mystic at all is unconvincing. Wc are told that 
Le6n was a nature-mystic, but wc arc given no definition of this nor 
any description of its relation to mysticism in the other scnsc that is in 
question in the remainder of this volume. Le6n was a mystic only in a 
sense of the word that exists, certainly, but with a diffcrent connotation 
altogether from that of a recipient of infuscd contemplation. 

The Bibliography, as is well-known, is a inodcl of its kind and 
endlessly uscful. I t  will reccive the augmentations of a quarter of a 
ceiitury in Volume HI. 
RELIGIOUS OBEDIENCE. By Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. (Bums Oatcs; 

gs. 6d.) 
This is a very thoughtful and thought-provoking little book and the 

fruit of a very wide experience in a particular ficld. Though writtcn for 
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finds the insistence on thc P ovc of nature in that famous writcr rathcr 
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