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best that the European Universities can give. The scholastic philo- 
sophy of St Thornas is catholic and should be intelligible to the Hot- 
tentot, the Hindu and the survivor of Hiroshima. But it needs to be 
put into the ideas and terminology of those people. St  Thomas him- 
self atteni ted the task for the Spanish Arabs of his day in the Contra 

attempt a t  Gtellenbosch will be a test case. There the predominating 
European thought is Calvinist; but the traditions of that creed are 
reaching their expirJ-; and if its corruption is to be the generation of 
something at  once Catholic and iiidigenous these Domiuicnn studies 
proride the seed of the new life. 

South Africa, therefore, as a subject for a special number of 
B L A C K F R I A R S ,  provides an interesting studp. h-ot only has it im- 
portance in working out its own problems in its own way; i t  also 
stands as an example of what must be secured in the future in order 
to preserve the f u l l  Christian tradition even though its original home 
may crumble. THE EDITOR 

Genfi les .  4 is example niiist now be followed o n  a wider plan and the 

' I ,  T O O .  A M  -4s A F R I C A S ~ ~  
[STORICATAT,Y, from the fact of its colonizatioii by white 
men from the S ~ H ,  Southern Africa has been linked iii men's H miiids rather with Europe thm with the r e d  of the African 

continent, and the truly African character of its inhabitants, even 
of the IYhites, has been too easil? forgotten, in spite of the use of 
the name AfriliNaner (meaiiiiig merely African).  In recent years, 
howei er, largely owing to the war anti coiisequeut movements of 
troops and population, the average white inhabitant of Southern 
dfrica has become much more conscious of his relationships 5% ith 
the rest of the continent and R itli its aboriginal inhabitants, and 
aware of his responsibilities and the opportunity there is for him to 
play a decisiye part in the future of Afiica south of the Sahara, 
now in a state of rapid social, economic, religious and political 
development. This lien awareness, long lotent in the land-coiiscious- 
ness of the -~friki~'~ns-speakiiig popiilatioii, and now making itself felt 
arnoiig all sectioiis of the people, is given utteraiice in the words of 
Field-Marshal Smuts used as a title to this article, and may be traced 
in many recent items of news from South Africa. 

It is neceasnry, in order to avoid misconceptions, to preface a few 
stateiiients of fact about the area of which we are speaking. 
Southern Africa2 differs from the rest of Black -4frica in being the 

1 Fiel.1 Marshal the Rt Hoii. J. C .  Sulute in  the T'nion I'nrlinment, April, 1947. 
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only part in which a people of Luropean origin have made a home, 
though it can be doubted whether this coloniz~it~ion will be per- 
manent-ly successful much further north than Pretoria or Durban 
or in the arid western parts of the region. The ancient .inhabitants, 
t,he Bushmen and Hottentots, have succumbed to the invasion of 
Bantu from the n0rt.h and of Il'hites and their slaves from the soiit.h. 
A s  a result of these invasions of the last few hundred years the whole 
area has come under the political and economic domination of the 
Whites, in number some two millions, of whom about half are 
Afrikaners of seventeenth century Dutch, German and Huguenot 
origin, and the rest British, Portuguese, German, Jewish, etc. The 
non-European population is divided into two groups by a line running 
down t,he middle of t.he area around the 24th degree of longitude, 
into about ten niillion Bantu in the eastern half, closely related by 
origin and language to some thirty millions in East and Central 
Africa, and in the western half nearly one niillioii Cape Coloured, 
a race that has arisen from a mixture of Bushnien and Hottentot 
remnant.s wit,h Malay and other slaves brought, by the IYhites, to 
which i s  added some European blood (a considerable element iiear 
the coast) and some Bantu. In the last few >-ears Bantu immigratioii 
int,o the Cape Coloured area has become very extensive. There is 
also a group of some two hundred thousand Indians in Katal, 
originating in coolie labour brought from t.he Madras area at the 
beginning of the century, and hence differing considerably from the 
Indian population of Bombay traders in East Africa. 

Southern .4frica, the homeland of these thirteen million people, is 
essentially t,he tip of a continent, and shares i n  physical and clinliitic 
conditions of the continent. For Africa is a remarkable unity in this 
respect: anywhere in 'it the white African (not to attempt t.0 interpret 
the minds of other groups) feels himself a t  home, and recognises the 
same contours, the same reddish soil, the same vast hardness iintler 
a brilliant sun, to name some of the more salient features. There is 
no doubt t,hat Africa has a moat powerful effect upon those who 
dwell in it, and the white sett.ler becomes aware of this wheii he 
attempts to live in Europe again. It is difficult to define its effect, on 
character, but a sense of being on a vast and ancient mass of land, 
not seen through the humanizing glasses of an age-old accumulated 
culture as Europe is, but overpowering and unconcerned with man, 
is an important factor in producing the change. The Whites of f3ont.h 

2 That is to say, Africa Soiith of the Zambesi, a geographical unity, including the 
Union, the Protectorates, S.  Rhodesia and S .  Mozambique, as distinguished from 
East, Central and West Africa. The Mediterranean Littoral a.nd Abyssinia are 
linked with Europe, and separated from what map be called 'Black Africa' hy 
the desert : we do not inclode them when using the term Africa, by n.hic,h we 
mean Africa south of the Sahara. 
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-4frica inevitably become Afrikaners, -4fricans, though some nlay 
for a time attempt to resist the process. And in becoming Africans 
they acquire something in common with the iion-European inhabi- 
tants that  no other Whites possess. They also cease to be Colonials, 
that is to say, people who look back to a home overseas and are 
but sojourners in Africa, and hence view the problems of Africa and 
its other inhabitants in quite a different manner, as problems about 
which they and their children will have n permanent responsibility, 
and people with whom they must live. 

The vast social, economic and political injustices and inequalities 
to which the non-European population of Southern Africa has been 
subjected as  a result of white colonization are often written about 
(not infrequently with little understanding and with exaggeration). 
This article is not in any wa?- an attempt to deny or minimise these 
things. but merely tries to bring out certain more positive elements 
th:it fire commonly overlooked, and which ma?- be of value in the 
future. 111 a recent visit to Rnst Africa. the writer was much struck 
by the difference in attitude towards the Bantu population between 
the \Vhites in East Africa and the South Africans. .4nd this not  
only in the case of the Kenya settlers, whose attitude to the -\fric:tns 
and manner of speaking t o  them would be impossible to niost South 
Africans.3 but also in the case of the officials, educationalists aud 
missionaries who devote their whole lives to the good of the Africans. 

The South African has the segregationist attitude, which has so far 
prevented nntive development of any significance ; but curiously this 
would seem to be coupled with what is actually a greater confidence 
in the possibilities of independent progress and fundamentally 
greater respect for the African as a inan. His fear for his own and his 
children’s future is in 110 small degree born of a respect for the 
African’s capacities. In East Africa, on the contrary. this fear does 
not exist among the officials, teachers and missionaries, who will 
return home to Europe ; and in consequence African progress is rapid. 
Rut  there seems to be less confidence in the capacitg of the Sfrican 
to develop 011 his on.11 and conduct his own affairs, and a teiitleiicy to 
hold him under tutelage in the spheres of government, education 
and religion through distrust of his capabilities. 

One may therefore wonder if in the elid African progress may not 
be greater in the south than elsewhere. when the Whites of Southern 
Africa acquiesce in such progress. nnd there are not wanting signs 
of a profound and rapid change in opinion. In the last few years 
there has been R iiot.ice:tble growth of R sense of responsibility 

3 For  corroboration srt’ thr recent pamphlet, A n  Afr ican Solds‘fr Speaks ,  bp R. H. 
Kakernho ( I m d o n  ; Livingstone Press). 
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towards the -1fricaii and coloured populatioli 011 thc part of the rank 
alld file of the white people, which has nianifested itself 011 the 
domestic side (where it is perhaps most significant) in better wages, 
treatment and housing for servants, and in greater interest in the 
living conditions of t.he non-Europeans on the part  of mullicipalities 
and the farming community. Criticisms from U.S .O.  and elsewhere, 
the fine record of coloured and .ifrican soldiers, the world-wide c r y  
for social justice, have all helped in developing this improved atti- 
tude; and the airing of the grievances of the Satal  lndians has both 
drawn attention to the positioii of the rest of the non-white popula- 
tion, and produced something like a sense of solidarity with thein 
against the Indians, who seem to act as non-.1fricans. There are 
adumbrated changes in legislation, such as the recogl~ition of the 
African trade unions and the entrusting of some authority to the 
African Representative Council, which give hope that this change of 
mind is going to be effective, though results may seem slow; while a 
nioditication of the policy of segregation is forecast by the introduction 
of the concept of apartlieid4 into parliameiitary discussion. Segrega- 
tionism has been shifting duriiig the war years from an idedistic 
policy of restricting non-Europeans to separate territories, where 
t-hey are theoretically at liberty to develop the highest ci\ ilizatioii in 
their own way, to a more realistic coiicept of their gradual iiitegra- 
tion into the economic and industrial life of the couiitry. This 
involves a rapid economic, educational and social progress niid the 
provision of all kinds of amenities, aud so apartheid envisages the 
establishment of non-European conimunities of a normal standard 
of civilization, apart from, but close to, each European group. 

The consequence of this for the future of South Africa and its place 
in the development of the continent are enormous. I t s  lion-European 
people, a t  present less advanced than those of East -ifrica, may 
rapidly put on European civilisation. They nil1 have the advantage 
of long contact with established Europeaii culture as servants and 
workers, which may make this adoption of an alien civilizatioii less 
disconcerting aiid unbalaiiciiig than it has been further north ; and 
those who at,tain to higher education, having the full culture nll 
around them with which to compare themselves, may be le--  ab asser- 
tive and 'half-baked' than is the case where \Vhites ;Ire feiv. I t  is 
possible to forecast the emergence in South -\frica of a Bantu iorm 
of European civilization that by reason of its economic superiority 
and the advantages it gains from the white civilization will leac] jn 
the development of the rest of Black Africa. l f r ica ,  havilla 1)o 

ne6s'. 
apartheid 1s a new word to  the Afrikaans language, and can be rendered s a p a d -  
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indigenous higher culture of its own, must needs build its o w l  cul- 
ture out of that  of Europe, aiid developmeiits in South Africa will 
have powerful advantages over those ill the north. -ilreadx, besides 
the blots of the colour-bar legislation and segregation of the worst 
type, South -1fricn has the only functioning university college for 
Africans ( a t  Fort, Hilre) in the whole of British Africa, and there is 
likelihood of great developments in this direction. When the resources 
of an established a11d rich civilization are turned to the task of 
African progress, with the realistic untlerstancliiig of several cen- 
turies, results may be extremely rapid and solid. The. Catholic Church 
and the Dutch Reformed ('hurch have also each recent,ly commenced 
colleges of university ataiidard. These, and a lnultiple of other snlall 
signs, point to t i  'growing realization 011 the part of \Vhite S0ut.h 
A4frica of its position i n  the continent, and the necessity i t  lies under 
of giving the no~i-Eiiropeiiii population a fair opportunity of de- 
velopment, and of finding a w y  in which all races c a l ~  live in peace 
and hurinony. This is a developnient of the tradition rather of the 
Afrikaners than of the English I,iberals, arising as i t  does froin a 
deep sense of responsibiIit,> aiitl a n  underlying unity with the lion- 
European population, resulting from the adoption of Africa ;IS B 

homeland. I t  is along this line that the best hopes for a satisfactory 
aiid lnstiiig soliition of the racial problem lie, and the cross-currents 
of apptirently more liberal opinion from foreigner.s, British and 
otherwise, who have not. made -1frica their home, only serve to rouse 
antagonism aiid to confuse the issue; the solution to the rare problem 
must come from within the country. - h d ,  though a dark picture 
CRII easily be drawn, and though most accusations are true, there are 
yet t,he brighter sides of the picture to which attention has been 
drawn,  and signs of great changes. 

THE CHVRCH I S  SOI'TH .4FRICA 

If there is t,hen some truth in the above contentions, the posititm 
of t,he Catholic Church in  Southern -4frica is of importance in the 
f i i tuw of the whole continent. 

I n  Black -1frica there are about ten niillion Ctatholics out of IL 
populat.ion of 1%) millions. 'J'his represents tt five-fold increase in t.he 
last fifteen years. and i t  ma\- be anticipated that progress will con- 
tinue t.0 be ext,remel- rapid, and of a snowlmll type. There appears 
to  he no doubt that  from a strictl- religious point of view Protestant- 
ism is rapidly losing i ts  appeal throughout Africa, and the tendency 
t o  turn to C'atholicisni for solid religioil is noticeable. The harvest 
for the ('liurch is indeed ripe, and (lepends very simply on the number 
of priests. sisters, schools and chui.ches arailable. I t  is also most 
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urgent t,hat the greatest possible advantage shorlld be take11 of t he  
opportunity for vast numbers of conversions, for .-ifrica is in a s ta te  
of rapid and seething developnient, and it may so011 be too late;  
while every little done now will bear eiiormous fruit in the  future for 
the continent and for the world. 

In Southerii -\frica there are over three-quart.ers of a million 
Cat,holics out, of the  population of thirteen millions, thus approsi- 
matel)- the same proportion as iii the rest of Africa, or one fifteenth 
of the whole. -1rnong t.he IYhites the number is about one hundred 
thousand, or one twentieth, and mainly among the  English-speaking 
population, n i th  the result that  the  proportion of Catholics in the  
larger industrial towns reaches near11 one tenth.  while in the  
country i t  is exceedingly siiiall; and further that  iii the  parliament 
and civil service, where Ifrikaners predoniinate, the number of 
Catholics is little. In coiisequeiice Catholic influence among the 
white population is qtrongest iii industrial communities, ancl has 
relatively little direct influence 011 governniental circles. 

l a  regard to the  Europeaiis, therefore. t,lie chief probleiii of the 
Church i s  tlir apost.oiate among the .\frikaan~;-speakiii~ people, and 
this is rendered especially difficult owing to the strong hold which the  
I h t c h  Reformed churches have, ancl the u-idespre+cl dissemination 
of snti-Catholic prejudices of t.he crudest sort. For an  Afrikaner 
living in an Afrikaans 7ni l i eu  to become a Catholic involves some- 
thing of t.he same hreak with his people t.liat the conversion of a 
c J t w  does. I K t h  growing industrialization. however, and a drift of 
the  counti-~- people to t,he towns, this close union of church and 
n:itionality is being broken. and conversions in the industrial towns 
nre becoming nuriierous. T h e -  n.ould be more were the number of 
priests able to speak -1frikaans greater. and the Catholic laity less 
exclusively English-speaking. and there is no doubt that  an organized 
Afrikaans apostolate in  some of t.he larger towns would hear imme- 
dinte fruits. Up to the present. the  use of l f r ikaans  by the Church 
has been almost. wholly confined to mission work among the Cape 
Coloiired in the couiit.ry districts. -\niong the  -\frikaners an  nnti- 
clericalism i n  regard to their oa-ii Dutch Reformed clergy is verp 
manifest. bu t  attachment to the church RS a national institution 
remaill... in spite of grnn-inc dislike of its narrowness and intolerance. 
While other Protestatit churches are dismissetl as ‘English churches’ 
and foreign. there is a eniiscioiisiiess that  the Cat.holic Church is 
above nationality. and thi.: breeds Itoth a fear of its internat,ional 
character on the part of nationalist iiarrowiiesc. and an int,erest in i t  
as a spiritual home for t.he deeply religiollq -\frikams people. -4lnOllg 
the younger Soutli -1fricans Itilingualisiii is hecomiiig more nnd more 
of a11 accompliched fiict, intermarriages hetween Fnplish nnd -4fri- 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05892.x Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05892.x


' I ,  'l'i'0, ,411 AS AFRICAS'  301 
kaans speakiilg people more frequent, ~ 1 d  colitact \vith the Chllxh 
thus more lvidespread, with a coiisequeiit d i ~ r ~ i ~ ~ u t i o ~ ~  of prejudice. 
The time appears to be growing ripe for a direct. ilfljkaalls apostolatc. 

The majority of the elerg)- and sisters are f o r e i g ~ ~ :  Gerlnclns 1°C- 
dominate, with snialler ni~iiilwrs of English, Freiich, Yrellch- 
Canatlians, Irish, Swiss, Italians, H o l l ~ ~ i d e r s ,  B e l g i a ~ ~ s  and 
Americans. 'The nuinl)ei~ of Soinh African-borli priests is growing, 
and the bishops have projected il regional senlinary to be established 
ifn the  Trmsvaal,  while the Oblates of 1Ia1.y Immaculate have a 
t rai 11 i 1 ~g - h 01 1 se it t Pie t eimiar i t z b I 1 rg and the Don I i 11 icans at. S t el lei1 - 
bosch; \vhi!e miny other 01,ders aiid C'ongregntiolls se~id vocations 
overseas for ti,tiiiiiiig, notably the dmericnn Paulists, who are plarl- 
ning an apostolate anioilg noii-Cat.holics for the future. 111 C'ape Tou.11 
nearly half the clergy are Sn1it.h -ifrican-l)mi, but this is except io~~;~l .  
On the whole the Catholic laity do not belong to the  Inore highly 
educated or the i.ichrr ntrata of society, and consequel~tly the pro- 
portion of ('atholics i i i  the South -\fricm uiiiversities tends to be 
small. The 13iigli~h-n:etliunl uiiiversities of  ('ape Ton.11 and .Johimnes- 
burg, aiid the uiiivei.sit?- colleges oT I'ieterniaritzbiirg aiid Gruhwnis- 
town have most, biit their prevailing materialistic trend has a 
weakening effect on the fiiith of C'a.tholic stiidents. The tlfrikaans- 
nie(1iiiiii universities of Stellenbosoh and Pretoria ant1 the colleges 
of Bloemfoiitein. Potchefstrooiii iind \Vellington have v e r ~ -  few 
Cat,holics. though their fuiidameiita11y Christiaii character would 
r e ~ d e r  them more siiitfible. At Stelleiibosch the English Dominicans 
have estal~lishetl a novitiate and study-house. i n  principle bi-lingual, 
for candidates for the Order, and have ninny f r i e n d l ~  relations with 
the  professors of the university which tend to remove prejudice, while 
Cat.holic chi~plains iittached to ( 'ape Toa-I,, .Joh;iniiesburg and 
Graha.mstowii do similar work. 

Against. this is to be set the ye?? large infiueiice and reputnt.ioii 
acquired Iiy Catholic iiistitutions in the educational and charitable 
field a.nlong IVhites, which cater as niuch, or more, for non-Catholics 
than for Cat.holics, and which have rendered the priest and sisters 
a n  accepted element i n  South Afikan life, even in the sniallest towns 
where the  C:ltholic population is a mere handful. While iii the past 
the polic- adopted has beell one of extreme care in no way t.o thrust  
Catholicism under the  notice of non-Chtholics benefiting from these 
institut,ions and schools, the gr0wt.h of indifference and decrease in 
prejlldice. and the growing number of non-Catholics who will re& 
ceive no religion except from the Chumh, tends to the adoption of 
a Inore cat.ho]icising policy, and t,he pradual exclusion of Protestnnts 
not willing t.o take C'at,holic teaching. Thus among t.he white popu- 
lat,ion of South :\frica the  influence of the  Church is hard to define; 
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it  ciiii perhaps be sumnied up b>- saying that oficially the influence is 
less, \vhile iiiiotfieiaily xntl iiidirectl>- i t  is very rnutli greater, than i ts  
nunibers warrant. 

- inio~ig the Cape C'oloured population the C'liurch lias of r ex i i t  
Sears made rapid progress both i n  the towns aiid iii  the country, 
though iInlolig so mixed a poverty-stricken and unstable people it. 
is exceedingly difficult to  assess either its present iniportaiice or its 
future prospects. ; \II  indirect effect .of the presence of iiuiribers of 
('atholics ~ n i o n g  these people may be ail iikgrrest in tlie Church 011 

the pait  of the n-hite Ifrikaaiis population, through having Catholic 
servants. in much the siinie w;iy as the  earl?- C:hiircki peiietrated 
into Hoiiie through the siaves. 

For the future of the ( ' h imh  i n  .\fiica its p s i t i on ,  of course, 
aniong the ten inillion Bantu is the nioit iiiiport:iiit. Here progress 
is rapid, thoiigh for the most part recent. 'Hie iiucleiis is Basutoland, 
where the Pariiniount C'hief is C'athotic. ant1 which promises to be- 
come a inniiily Catholic country in  tlir near futuie. It is here. at, 
Ronin. that the  South -ifric:+ii bishops h;ive coinniencetl ;I university 
college for .\fricans. rl'liere :we semiiiarieq a t  Koina, at  lsopo in 
Kat:il. n i d  :it C'hisha\vash:i in Southerii Khodesia. :dl of which have 
on!? recently reached the stape of oidaining priests annuall>-, so 
that the nirmlm of .\friwii clergy is :is yet small. ' h e r e  are sr\.er:tl 
congregations of .\fricaii sisters. also i i i  the earl>- sttiges of de\.elop- 
ment. 'Ihus the C'hrirch is iiiricli less tiriiily established than i n  the 
rest of .\frica. On the otlier I i m c l .  :it this time of uiiiversal social, 
ecoi!oiiiic slid pliticlil derelopnient of ;\frican life a s  a whole, and 
possilde increasiiig colit>lcti with Catholicisni farther iiortli. the 
leen-;i)- ma>- soon be made up. The scene is a t  present one of coti- 
fusion : Catholic .\fric:ins speaking a iriultitude of tonglies and 
triiiiied iii :t great ixriety of riiisaioiiary triulitions, are streaming into 
the  sub-continent t,) share iii its industrial development ; the indigell- 
oils -\fricans are migrating all over the cormtry. and establishing 
t.hcniselves and t.heir families in toivns. .\I1 these displaced persons 
ofteii tind their religious wants  poorly catered for by priests with 
little experience nf such work aiicl uiiable to deal 11-ith such a v:iriety 
of Iniiguages, a i d  it will take mauy years before R satisfactory adjust- 
ment is nintle. \Vith the appointment of a new Apostolic Delegate 
of the f:iriious niissir,nary Society of the  Divine Word, and a well- 
orgaiiised meeting of all the Yicars-.\postolic held in March of this 
year, we can expect large and  far-reachirig developments in the work 
of the Church in Southern -1frica. 

~ ~ ~ r i i o n g  the noii-Europecins tlic: Church is exceedingly poor in 
Southern .\fricn, and what exists is t.he result more of the personal 
work and sacrifices of t h e  c!erp- and sisters, and money earned by 
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them through etlucatioiinl aiid other work among IYhites, than of 
assistance from the C‘hurch a t  large, t.he government or local white 
C‘nbholics. Govei*iinient~d assistaiice for education is far more satis- 
factory than might be expected, but the interest of white Catholics 
in lncal missioii-work is very limited. The contrast. between the white 
schools and churches ni id the niiserable niissioli buildings is usually 
st,riking. Xevertheless an illcrease on the part of white Catholics has 
been noticeable, aiid there are signs t.hat the time may be ripe t o  
try to enlist more of the laity in  charitable aiid religious work among 
their -1frican brethren. a i d  that the reductioii, and in some cases the 
abolition of any traces of colour-bar in the C,hurch might produce 
more favourable reactions than would be anticipated. 

Thus all that we can safely say is that  the Church is well-estab- 
lished in Southern -4frica, and that the prospects, though uncertain 
and unpredictable, :ire bright enough. The foundation is widely laid, 
but has so far rested mainly on foreign clergy and sisters and on 
the less ..\fricaii-conscious English-speaking population. \Yhat is now 
needed is A grow-t,h in the awareness of white Catholics that they, 
too. are -ifricnns, and an increasing part taken by the laity in the 
apostolnte, coupled with the development of lion-European clergy 
and sisters. 

The Church holds a unique position in -4frica. The continent is 
ttiking what it can of a crunib!ing I.:uropeaii civilization, and will 
in  time develop its on-n out of what it receives. It, is evident that 
the natiire and success of such development will depend far more 
011 the moral :iiid religious trainiiig of the people than oil their 
material culture. The Protestant churches have succumbed to the 
temptation to purvey rather material benefits t.han solid religious 
teaching and practice, and to that extent have gained a march on 
Catholicism. But i t  becomes increasingly evident that the Catholic 
Church is the only instit.iition that promises to survive the imminent 
changes in Africa. I t ,  t.00, will be changed, and become something 
specitically .4fricnn, and there is  no doubt that  the days of the white 
missionary are already, though distantly. numbered. The task arises 
of handing over AS much of the Catholic tradition that Europe has 
built, up as the -4fricans are able to receive. Chtholic Europe does 
not yet realise that. its cultural t.rrrdition is rapidly becoming a 
minority tradition in the Church; very soon a majority of priests, 
bishops and faithful will belong bo other races and cultures. I t  is 
necessan- to give t,hem Catholicism so that Dhey can assimilate i t  
themselves, and to help them in t.he first steps of that assimilation. 
Whether we wish it. or not, whet,her we think it wise and safe or 
not. the management of the Church will pass from our hands. To 
re.sist the process is to provoke disastrous reactions from the non- 
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European clergy and people, and these reactions are already manifest 
in many parts. Troubles there will be, the growing-pains of a new 
church; heresies and schism will come, as in the early Church in 
Europe; we can only seek to forest;dl them and minimise them. I t  is 
urgent to distinguish between the accretions of the faith froiii our 
European heritage and the essentials of that faith. The iiew Latin 
psalter is not a bad example. A c r ~  has gone up in many quarters 
that  it is an abandonment of all previous Catholic tradition. But if 
we envisage the fact that soon the majority of the clergy using that 
psalter will be quite strangers to our European tradition, we can see 
a profound wisdom in putting into their hands as pure a version of 
t.he word of God as is possible, upon which they can graft their own 
traditions. 

A t  Rome the Holy See realizes what is happening, but this under- 
standing has yet to spread to the body of Catholic c l e r ~  and laity, 
and to the missionarv priests and sisters. T t  would seem almost as if 
Africa had now received the sum total of all the elements of value, 
both material and spiritual, that  Europe has to give, and that in 
future they will grow and develop independently in a specifically 
African manner. .4nd in this developmenb South -4frica mill play a 
decisive part. O R W I S  l f A G R A T B ,  0.P. 
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