LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

p- 59 L. 17 for ‘Cham’ read ‘Japhet’.
1. 18 for Japhet’ read ‘Cham’.
p- 149 1. 29-30 for ‘In so far as this lastis impervious . . . ” read, presumably’
‘... not impervious’.
p. 163 1. 12 for ‘Heb. 3. 18’ read ‘Hab. 3. 18’ iy
p. 193 L 12-13 for ‘misunderstanding or respective positions’ read 5
understandings of respective positions’. &«
p. 198 1. 12 for ‘not so much light and rock’ read’ not so much light as 10>
p- 210 note 2 for ‘Herbert op. cit.” read ‘Hebert op. cit.’ the
p- 102 and elsewhere we have the wholly peculiar transcription of
Greek word for ‘gospel’, enaggelion. ¢
From chapter 4 to chapter 6 there are no references given for the freq"s
biblical quotations. On page 179 there is mentioned ‘John’s pe o
quotation from the prophet Zacharias’, which the reader will be unable ?
verify or understand unless he reads the comment of C. H. Dodd, a
Fourth Gospel, p. 300 on John 2. 16 in which it is suggested that the allusl‘:,
is to Zach. 14. 21, understanding ‘Canaanites’ in that verse as ‘merchat vt;
A most convincing suggestion, but the reader of the book should not by v
to turn to a review for his references. thot
These blemishes make an apparent reflection on the scholarship of the aU
that is entirely unmerited.
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THE REVELATIONS OF DIVINE LOVE OF JULIAN OF NORWICH, I 2

translation by James Walsh, s.3.; Burns and Oates, 18s.

alsh
THE KNOWLEDGE OF OURSELVES AND OF GOD, edited by James W
and Eric Colledge; Mowbrays, 7s. 6d. :

a furst pubﬁcadqn

5
Salrcady

This new edition of Mother Julian’s Revelations, together with
of the Westminster Cathedral Library florilegium, discovered in 19
come as a gratifying surprise to many of us who consider ourselves With
highly favoured by the recent work of Fr Molinari and Sister RCYH_OI‘%S' it
Fr Huddlestone’s and Miss Warrack’s editions of the Revelations stll © £,
there obviously has to be a good reason for Fr Walsh’s work. The reaso? ‘
be found, interestingly enough, in the florilegium. — >
Miss Warrack based her edition on the Sloane MS in the British M
since it seemed to preserve Julian’s fourteenth century English rthef the
than the earlier Paris MS in the Bibliothéque Nationale., The rea g;lian in
Paris MS , however, are consistently favoured by the extracts from Joane-
the Westminster Cathedral florilegium (c. 1500), against those O.the 5 af ;hough
Walsh has therefore taken the Paris MS as the basis of his new edition of.
he adopts Sloane readings wherever these are linguistically or textually su
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negvPaff €r0m t‘he specialized question of MS scholarship, our approach to this
ren di;dmon \?vﬂl no doubt depend on the criteria we have adopted through
for g our hitherto favourite version. Those of us who favour Miss Warrack,

‘stance, will probably be a little apprehensive whether Fr Walsh has kept

€ Period flavour of the English, and this not merely on account of aesthetic
ﬁ casure. With Julian, as with the other authors of her period, nearness to the
a;lfimal words really does mean nearness to the original sense. Fr Walsh
. asf-dly C.aHS his new edition 2 new translation, and a translation can at best
disey _Pgle Hnijlge' of the original. On the other hand, if we were in any sense
i a.lictls ed Wlth the Warrack rendering, it was because of all those arbitrary
hin ds ‘:nd tlres.omc square brackets which were meant to help—but how they
an. et Even if it was too much to hope that Fr Walsh would improve the
easiguage, at least one could hope that he would produce a page that was

€I t0 read.

tmay be worth while to quote some extracts:

(Chapter 4) Warrack: ‘In this [moment] suddenly I saw the red blood
asl?kle dOV_Vn from under the Garland, hot and freshly and right plenteously,
o 1t Were in the time of his Passion when the Garland of thorns was pressed

1 His blessed head who was both God and man, the same that suffered for

&I conceived truly and mightily that it was Himself shewed it me, without
My mear’,

fro\)valsh: ‘And in this time, suddenly I saw the red blood running down

om u{lder the garland, hot and fresh, plenteous and life-like, justas it was

€ ime that the garland of thorns was pressed on his blessed head. Even

or conceived truly that it was himself, God and man, the same that suffered

e, who shewed it to me—without any intermediary’.

ubshapter 45) Warrack: ‘God deemeth us [looking] upon our Nature-
this dtance, .Whlch is ever kept one in Him, whole and safe without end: and
o0m is [because] of His rightfulness [in the which it is made and kept].
noy manjuflgeth flooking] upon our changeable sense-soul, which seemeth
One [thlng], now other,—according as it taketh of the [higher or lower]
—and [is that which] showeth outward.
Whole sh: ‘God Jjudgeth us upon our kind substance, which is ever kept
judge and safe, one in him; and this judgment is of his righteousness. Man
Ny, Us upon our changeable sensuality, which seemeth now one thing
. r:Jlother, according as it is dominated by the parts, and showeth outward’.
rWegards the introductory matter, Fr Walsh’s version is certainly a great

o O;Hfmt on f:arlier versions, Fr Huddlestone accused Julian of being un-

i iculs In her l.nability to see sin, but Fr Walsh rightly puts this rather
ad gllestmn into the context of Julian’s great central vision of the Lord
Wrige, - orvant. Where the scathe of Adam’s falling and the glory of Christ
e fo, J:rhe Synthesized in the individual Christian soul, as they so evidently
R w h AN, probléme turns into mystére and finds its solution on another level.

33 considered more carefully than other scholars the analysis of
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LIFE OF THE SPIRIT ;
‘godly’ and ‘beastly’ will. All in all I would be inclined to say that in this 26¥

edition we really have a theologian’s version of the Revelations at last. And .

the text is a little too modernized to be a complete success with all of us,
certainly very assimilable.

“The knowledge of ourselves and of God’ is the title given by an annota'ﬁ’r, :i
to the extracts from Hilton’s Scale of Perfection in the florilegium alrea®y

mentioned, and Fr Walsh and Eric Colledge have given this title to the entif€

work, which comprises in addition commentaries on psalms ninety and ninety”

one (Qui habitat and Bonum est) usually ascribed to Hilton, and extracts from

Mother Julian. The title makes one think of those rather severe twclfth-CCnW'r :

works such as the de Interiori Domo or Helinand’s Liber de Cognitione sui, buf

here of course everything is different, less analytical, richer, warmer,
spontaneously affectionate in tone. The extracts from Julian come as the
of the work, and they begin with the self-knowledge of our Lady

: > L smplée
‘reverent astonishment that it was His will to be born of her who was a stmP

qtis

and -

e

creature that He had made’. The loving and candid dependence of creatir® on -

. 3 5 < \ e
creator is one of the sublimest strands in Julian’s often tangled skein, and ber

it is drawn out and we can look at it in isolation from her other themes.
might expect, this concentration on one of her trains of thought helps
fully to illumine in some way all the others. It is itself a valuable comme?
on Julian’s thought.

FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY, by Henry Bars; Faith and Fact Books, Bust$

and Oates, 8s. 6d.

i
This addition to the Faith and Fact series would still be a boon and a blesst?8

it were expensive instead of admirably cheap. Father Bars gives US e
scriptural theology from beginning to end: that is to say, the briefest posst
sufficient explanation is given of the two words ‘theological virtues’, 28 e
we start. Since we are being entirely scriptural, we start by seeing these e
as one. “When we say “faith” we think of assent to a creed. But the fai -
Gospels speak of is more in the nature of an act of trust in a person, th
ofJesus . . . On the other hand, the act of faith in Jesus is an act of seii~st et
to a person, a person loved and preferred . . . It all comes back to Christ by
whether we acknowledge him before men or unconsciously belong t© hlmther
practising charity. The three theological virtues thus appear as bound tog;" ‘
in a concrete, unique act which always has its object in this unique pers® ent
Then each chapter starts with “The teaching of Scripture’: Old T&_wen :
(only in the case of Faith, already the longest chapter, Fr Bars is constralne® %

sum this up as too abundant for treatment there), gospels, St Paul. BU*

. . . . ? or SO
no question of leaving scripture behind (e.g,, to go on to ‘theology %> ..

thing) in the later sections of each chapter.Everything is the teaching of sct
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